
Seventeen Years Ago 
New York, February 8, 1915. 

Percival Schmuck, Esq., 
26 Foster Avenue, 
Mount Vernon, New York. 
My Dear Percy: 

I am delighted to learn that you have taken up 
the Royal and Ancient game and that you are 
holding so important a post as membership on 
the Green Committee. 

At Baltusrol the total expenditure by the Green 
Committee varies from $7,000 to $9,500 each 
year, this including, however, construction of new 
bunkers, of which no separate account is kept. 
The cost of each bunker of course varies, but I 
should think the outside limit for new construction 
would be $500. May I venture a suggestion 
which, if you accept it, the members of your 
club will bless you for many a generation? Pipe 
the fair green so that a system similar to the 
Boston system may be used in watering the fair-
way in summer. Do it at once, and you will save 
the club money in seed, which, as you know, is one 
of the largest items in the Green Committee's 
budget. We have such a system at the National 
and at Garden City and the pleasure one has in 
playing over both courses in the summer time is 
as great as that one has in the spring or fall. 
Baltusrol is impossible in the summer, and I have 
no doubt yours is as well. 

I hope to see you at the Amherst dinner on the 
24th. 

Yours always faithfully, 
(Signed) C O R N E L I U S J . S U L L I V A N . 

The able , e m i n e n t J . C. Hea ly , m a n a g e r 
a t S iwanoy C. C., Mount Ve rnon , N. Y., 
sen t us a copy of a l e t t e r f r o m t h e la te 
Cornel ius J . Sul l ivan to Pe rc iva l S c h m u c k , 
more t h a n 17 y e a r s ago. T h i s l e t t e r is 
r ep reduced in t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g box. 

Shrewd Su l l i van ! If t h a t s u g g e s t i o n of 
yours abou t f a i r w a y w a t e r i n g h a d been 
adop ted ea r l i e r by golf c lubs t h e i r mem-
bers would be d e b t o r s to your m e m o r y . 

As m a n y will recal l , Corne l ius Sul l ivan 
was a go l fe r of k e e n e n t h u s i a s m a n d in h is 
home club official capaci t ies , a s wel l a s in 
h is official connec t ion with t h e USGA, he 
had a m p l e o p p o r t u n i t y to s tudy t h e n e e d s 
of the game . I t ' s t he g a m e ' s o w n tough 
luck t h a t it took a t l eas t 13 y e a r s fo r his 
adv i se on f a i r w a y w a t e r i n g to be g e n e r a l l y 
app rec i a t ed . 

Hea ly c o m m e n t s t h a t S iwanoy ' s experi-
ence has c h e c k e d pe r fec t ly w i th t h e ad-
vice in Su l l ivan ' s le t te r . H e r e m a r k s : 
" T h e dry s u m m e r s we h a v e been experi-
enc ing in r e c e n t yea r s have m a d e every-
body rea l ize t h a t a t las t we h a v e c o m e to 
t h e neces s i t y of p ip ing our f a i r w a y s . At 
S iwanoy we w e n t to th is e x p e n s e 2 y e a r s 

CREEPING 
B E N T 

S T O L O N S 
Don't wai t u n t i l 
spring to bui ld new 
greens or revamp old 
ones. Fal l is the best 
t ime to plant s t o l o n s 
or s o w seed. S o m e 
of the finest g r e e n s 
have been s tarted as 
late as N o v e m b e r 1. 
Pr i ce s now are ex-
cept ional ly l ow . 

More than one out 
of five golf courses 
in the country have 
s o w e d Scot t ' s Seed 
and many more wi l l 
be added to the l ist 
this fall . A m o n g 
them is the new 
Bobby Jones course 
in Georgia w h e r e 11 
tons wi l l be used. 

0. M. SCOTT & SONS CO. 
Marysville, Ohio 


