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Student Market of 
FIVE MILLION 

These young ladies comprise the golf team at Penn Hall , exclusive Pennsylvania prep 
school. From groups of this age today, many a life-long golfer wi l l emerge. 

Awaits 
Golf Promotion 

By 

HERB 

GRAFFIS 

MARKET development work done by 
the energet ic pros who have taught , 
somet imes without cost , group 

classes of h igh school s tuden ts , may be 
greatly extended when cer ta in plans for 
the promotion of golf now being considered 
in high places mature . 

The depress ion put an end to the growth 
of golf on the "craze" basis. W h e t h e r the 
return of prosper i ty will r enew the golf-
rush is someth ing that the pros, manufac-
turers and fee-course owners mus t not 
leave to chance. They realize th is and in 
some sect ions have begun to plan promo-
tion of the game instead of leaving th is 

m a t t e r up in the a i r and eventual ly find 
ing themse lves out of luck, as did the 
basebal l people. 

Some of the profess ionals have been 
picking up dollars and publicity dur ing 
win te r s past by ins t ruc t ing high school 
c lasses indoors. Credi t is allowed the stu-
den t s for the t ime spen t in receiving th is 
golf ins t ruct ion. W h e n the spr ing comes 
these youngs ters rush out to the courses 
and the fee-golf e s t ab l i shmen t s in part icu-
lar have made some profi table sol ic i ta t ions 
for th is business. One of the fee-course 
o w n e r s in the Chicago dis t r ic t tells GOLF-
DOM tha t special morn ing play week day 



ra tes to s tuden t s brought in a welcome 
volume of business. He especial ly com-
mented on the number of girl s tudents 
who brought their mother s a s playing 
companions . 

In severa l ins tances p r iva te courses 
have t aken up this m a t t e r of encouraging 
s tuden t s to play golf. Eddie Garre, pro 
at La Grange (111.) C. C., who was one of 
the p ioneers in developing golf play among 
s tuden t s was aided by club officials in in-
augura t ing his course for the La Grange 
high school s tudents . Gar re has found 
tha t the youngs te rs provide a quick and 
fair ly la rge marke t for recondi t ioned 
clubs tha t he takes in as credi ts on new 
club sales. 

Courses for Students 
A n u m b e r of the larger univers i t ies al-

ready have their own courses . The expe-
r ience a t t he se courses indica tes tha t an 
inves tment in a golf course is a sounder 
financial deal for the school than the ex-
pensive s tad ia tha t f requen t ly now are 
proving agonizing burdens . 

At the smal le r schools golf is beginning 
to get in s t rong. Some of the gir ls ' schools 
have their own courses tha t , while not of 
championship calibre, a r e popular and 
adequate recrea t ion faci l i t ies . The exclu-
sive Penn Hall, p repa ra to ry school and 
junior college for girls a t Chambersburg , 
Pa., ha s a 9 hole course with a yardage of 
2,255, r u n n i n g 226-100-366-228-284-248-350-
117-336. T h e course is well t rapped and 
has . two w a t e r holes. It is a good test of 
golf. 

The P e n n Hall golf t e am of 18 girls in-
cludes one youngster , Ca the r ine Hardin of 
Port Smi th , Ark., who was 1932 winner of 
the W o m e n ' s Two S ta te s (Arkansas and 
Oklahoma) Golf league championship . 
Alexander H. Nelson, bus iness manager of 
the school, is consider ing a schedule of 
ma tches be tween the P e n n Hall team and 
t eams f r o m other eas te rn schools for girls . 
P l ann ing such a schedule is made difficult 
by lack of informat ion about o ther girls ' 
school t eams . Compilation of such a list 
should be pa r t of the PGA's work or of 
wha t eve r g roup may be fo rmed for promo-
tion of the game. 

The re is room for a n o t h e r nat ional 
championship , a girl s tuden t ' s event along 
the l ines of the Intercol legia te champion-
ship which da tes back to 1897. 

As addi t ional recen t ev idence of how 
girl s t u d e n t s a re tak ing to golf note the 
following i tem from the New York Herald-
Tribune of October 18, in which the ener-

getic George Jacobus, chai rman of t he 
PGA Ways and Means committee, is shown 
doing his stuff for the promotion of golf: 

Golf was added yesterday to the elective 
courses in physical instruction for girls 
of the senior class of Ridgewood High 
School, and almost all of the more than 
125 girls in the class immediately elected it. 

The board of governors of the Ridge-
wood Country Club has lent the services 
of the club professional, George Jacobus, 
as instructor and the use of the links on 
Thursday afternoon. Mr. Jacobus began 
work yesterday with a classroom lecture of 
an hour to each of four sections of his 
class. There will be an hour's lecture 
every Monday and an hour's field work 
every Thursday afternoon. 

The field work comes after school hours, 
but the students seem to regard it as no 
hardship. Elizabeth Sellier, physical di-
rector of girls at the school, is co-operat-
ing unth Mr. Jacobus in the course. 
A Big Market 

T h e youngsters afford one of the mos t 
logical and readi ly available marke t s . 
T h e r e are around 2,330,000 act ive go l fe rs 
in the United S ta te s between the ages of 
20 and 64, according to figures de te rmined 
by GOLFDOM a f t e r extensive resea rch . 
This is 1.9% of the to ta l U. S. populat ion. 
3.8% of all U. S. whi tes be tween 20-64 
years of age, and 6.7% of urban whi te resi-
den t s between 20 and 64. 

U. S. 1930 census figures give the follow-
ing figures on school a t t endance by ages 
of whi te s tudents in urban local i t ies: 

14 and 15 2,002,506 
16 and 17 1,334,926 
18 to 20 792,373 
21 and over 1,314,779 

This makes a to ta l of 5,444,584 young 
people out of whom, during the next five 
years , there should come enough ac t ive 
golf p layers to pract ical ly double the golf 
marke t . Tha t volume w a r r a n t s some 
thoughtfu l , forcefu l and prompt a t t en t ion . 
The youngs te r s a r e in school, where they 
can be reached easily, and they a re re-
sponsive to any play appeal. The public 
and daily-fee course facil i t ies avai lable at 
low cost for these s tuden t s a re amply suffi-
cient to handle a lmost any volume of play 
t h a t might be developed. 

During 1931 the fee and public courses , 
compris ing 27% of the country 's layouts , 
handled approximate ly 36% of the 93,519,-
000 rounds of golf played. This year , with 
more courses opera t ing on a daily-fee 
basis , the play probably was split a lmos t 
50-50 between the fee and pr iva te course 
p lans of paying for golf. 



This d iv is ion m e a n s t h a t golf a t low 
cost m a y be played by a m u c h l a rge r per-
cen tage of t h e popula t ion t h a n prev ious ly 
played pr ior to the depress ion . Y o u n g s t e r s 
now can p lay a round of golf in m a n y lo-
cal i t ies fo r j u s t abou t the pr ice of a movie 
t icket . Low cost of golf e q u i p m e n t these 
days a lso is proving a f a c t o r in ge t t ing 
the y o u n g s t e r s ac t ive on t h e cour ses . 

Golf 's " i n " on th is j uven i l e phase of 
m a r k e t d e v e l o p m e n t a l r e ady h a s been fur-
nished by the caddies , bu t s t r a n g e to say, 
no th ing h a s been done on a p l a n n e d bas is 
in m a k i n g use of t he se bag -ca r r i e r s a s in-
s u r a n c e of t h e p re se rva t ion of the golf 
m a r k e t . 

But p e r m i t t i n g the cadd ies a n d o t h e r 
youngs t e r s to be the f o r g o t t e n men and 
women in golf m a r k e t d e v e l o p m e n t is a 
condit ion t h a t won ' t be c o n t i n u e d much 
longer a c c o r d i n g to s t a t e m e n t s m a d e by 
those who a r e ea rnes t ly e n g a g e d in plan-
ning a c a m p a i g n for p r o m o t i o n of the 
game. 

Border Cit ies Greenkeepers 
Finish Hard Season 

I I E R B SHAVE, c h a i r m a n of publici ty 
^ c o m m i t t e e of the Michigan a n d border 
ci t ies g r e e n k e e p e r s ' o rgan iza t ion , and 
g r e e n k e e p e r a t Oakland Hi l l s C. C., re-
por ts t h a t t he g r e e n k e e p e r s in t h e Detroi t 
d i s t r ic t r e c e n t l y concluded t h e i r outdoor 
schedule of m e e t i n g s in a j o i n t sess ion 
with c h a i r m e n , g r e e n k e e p e r s a n d sales-
men. Golf p receded the t e c h n i c a l discus-
sions. 

Shave r e m a r k s t h a t t h e 1932 season 
was b r u t a l fo r the g r e e n k e e p e r s in h is p a r t 
of the coun t ry . Budge t s r e d u c e d to a point 
below t h e h e a l t h y m i n i m u m in s o m e cases 
and the w o r s t b r o w n p a t c h s u m m e r in 
years combined to give t h e b o y s misery . 
By ingenui ty , good luck and c o n s t a n t vigi-
lance t h e g r e e n k e e p e r s b r o u g h t the i r 
courses t h r o u g h in good s h a p e . 

B u n k e r s a n d rough were no t k e p t up to 
the s t a n d a r d of f o r m e r yea r s , due to t h e 
oppor tun i ty fo r sav ings a f f o r d e d a t t he se 
spots . 

Play was off a t fee a n d munic ipa l 
courses . T h e fee c o u r s e s f o u g h t a severe 
cut-price w a r a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s , about a s 
was d o n e in t he Chicago d i s t r i c t . Cut 
pr ices d idn ' t i nc r ea se t he v o l u m e so t he 
price s l ash p roved to be a f a l l a c y t h a t h a s 
le f t some d e e p and possibly f a t a l wounds 
in s o m e of t h e fee cour se o p e r a t i o n s . 

WINTER MONEY $40,000 
Abou t Half of Last Year's 

Tournament Prizes 
in Sight 

H R I Z E MONEY for t h e 1932-33 w i n t e r 
' s ea son now in s i g h t is expec ted to 
r e a c h a round $40,000 if t h e 75 pe r c e n t of 
g a t e r ece ip t s a t t h e t w o Pacif ic Coas t 
e v e n t s , which h a v e s u c h a p e r c e n t a g e 
a g r e e m e n t , r u n s up to $2,500 in e a c h of 
t h e s e tourneys . 

T h e S o u t h e a s t e r n e v e n t s will p rov ide 
$11,800 of t he pr ize money , t h e Pac i f ic 
c o a s t the res t , a c c o r d i n g to F r a n c i s 
P o w e r s , t o u r n a m e n t b u r e a u d i rec to r of t h e 
PGA. Moving t he Miami-Bi l tmore $10,000 
open u p to N o v e m b e r 27-29 in o r d e r to 
l a u n c h the F lo r ida s e a s o n wi th t h e top-
m o n e y golf e v e n t h a s a l t e red t h e u s u a l 
m o v e m e n t of p ros via au tomobi le , t r a i n 
a n d hoof , b u t t h e boys have b e e n ve ry 
h a p p y to c h a n g e in o r d e r to get a s t a b a t 
t h e 10 G's d u r i n g t h e s e days w h e n t h e 
m a j o r All-American ga l l e ry a t t r a c t i o n is 
t h e soup k i t chen . 

P o w e r s is in nego t i a t i on wi th Greens -
boro, N. C., a b o u t an e v e n t t h a t i s t en t a -
t ive ly scheduled fo l lowing t h e N o r t h a n d 
S o u t h a t P i n e h u r s t . P r e s e n t p lans , $3,000 
p r ize money . 

T h e San F r a n c i s c o m a t c h play open to 
be p layed a t Olympic club, Dec. 7 to 12, in-
c lus ive , s t a r t s w i th 2 days of q u a l i f y i n g 
p lay (18 holes each d a y ) , r u n s t w o 18-hole 
r o u n d s on F r i d a y and h a s 36-hole m a t c h e s 
S a t u r d a y , Sunday a n d Monday . 

P r i z e m i n i m u m s a r e : w inne r , $500; run -
ner-up, $330; t w o los ing semi-f ina l i s t s , 
$165; fou r los ing mid-f inal is ts , $100; e i g h t 
l o s ing in second round , $50, and t h e 16 los-
ing in t h e first r o u n d each will ge t $35. 
In addi t ion , 75% of t h e g a t e r e c e i p t s will 
b e d iv ided a m o n g t h e p r o s as fo l lows : win-
ne r , 20%; runner -up , 1 3 ^ % ; t w o los ing 
semi-f ina l i s t s , 6^3%; f o u r losing mid-final-
is ts , 4 % ; e igh t los ing in second round , 2 % ; 
16 los ing in first r ound , ll/3%. T h e com-
m i t t e e expec t s t h e 7 5 % of t he g a t e to be 
a b o u t $2,500. 

A g u a Cal ien te will s t a g e its f o u r t h an-
n u a l " o p e n " J a n . 11 to 14, wi th $7,500 to be 
f o u g h t for . E n t r y f e e of $5.00 will be col-
l ec t ed f r o m both p ros and such a m a t e u r s 
a s e n t e r . 

W i n t e r t o u r n a m e n t pr ize m o n e y in t h e 
1930-1931 season w a s $87,000 and in t h e 
1931-32 season , $84,000. 


