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I N THE PAST few years golf clubs have 
discovered tha t it is advisab le to main-
tain act ivi t ies the year a round . Winter 

sports such as trap-shooting, tobogganing, 
ice-skating and skiing, and indoor activi-
ties such as bridge tou rnamen t s , dances, 
keno games and ping-pong tab les have 
been ins t rumenta l in holding c lub member-
ships closely knit aga ins t the fo rmer in-
difference of the colder mon ths . Club 
members also have discovered t h a t it pays 
in en joymen t and heal th to par t ic ipa te in 
the winter act ivi t ies the i r c lubs offer. 

One game which has proved par t icular ly 
effective in supplying exercise and amuse-
ment to golf members is t h e game of 
archery golf, developed and promoted 
about ten yea rs ago at t he Mayfield Coun-
try Club of Cleveland. The g a m e rapidly 
gained a rden t suppor ters not only in May-
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field but in o ther c lubs in the Cleveland 
d is t r ic t and soon spread to o ther ci t ies. 
Today, probably 150 golf clubs offer t he i r 
m e m b e r s the spor t of a rchery golf dur ing 
the winter months , when the golf course 
o therwise would be essent ia l ly idle. 

W h a t is this a r c h e r y golf? It is a game 
played over a golf course, with a bow in 
place of a golf s t ick and an ar row ins tead 
of a ball. Like golf, i t consis ts of a drive, 
a long second shot and one or more pu t t s . 
Dif ferent a r rows a r e used for d i f fe ren t 
sho t s . From the tee , an ar row can be 
sailed 250 to 300 y a r d s and its flight car-
r ies the same old fasc inat ion tha t t he r e 
is in smacking the ball an equal d i s tance 
in s u m m e r time. Next comes the approach 
toward a ta rge t a d j a c e n t to the g reen of 
the golf course. Then fine, accura te shoot-
ing a t the 4*4-inch bullseye is requ i red . 
It t akes jus t as much skill to accompl ish 
th is as it does to sink a long put t on sum-
mer greens. 

W h y Ideal for Winter? 
Broadly speaking, a rchery golf is t he 

s a m e game as golf and in general sub jec t 
to the same rules and regulat ions. Cer-
ta in fundamen ta l differences, however , 
m a k e a rchery golf a more ideal spor t fo r 



winter . Consider a few of t h e m : 
Ar rows t ravel through the air and 

wea the r condit ions have l i t t le effect on 
the accuracy of shots. Archery golf ha s 
been played in snowstorms with complete 
e n j o y m e n t to the players. 

You can dress a s warmly as you please 
for a rchery golf. W a r m underwear , woolen 
shir t , waterproof shoes, and heavy cap and 
gloves a re generally worn . No winter 
wea ther s tops the game when the players 
a re proper ly clothed to mee t it. 

Only an hour and a half to two hours is 
required for a round of a r c h e r y golf, main-
ly because all the a rchers may tee-off a t 
one t ime. This m a k e s a g rea t deal of 
d i f ference in cold weather , when s tanding 
a round is the quickest way to get cold. 
You don ' t need a caddie, and the a r rows 
stick up even in snow and are easily 
found. 

Knowledge of how to play a rchery golf 
is easi ly acquired. Scores usually s ta r t 
in t he 90's, soon drop in to the 80's and 
then in to the 70's. T h e r e is a certain 
knack in shooting an a r r o w ; some have 
it na tu ra l ly , o thers acqui re it. The ordi-
nary Class C golfer o f ten develops into a 
be t te r a r c h e r than the Class A golfer. 
Equ ipmen t is inexpensive (a bow and 
th ree to six arrows, a quiver, and a shoot-
ing glove to protect your fingers agains t 
the bow-str ing—total cost need not exceed 
$20.00) . 

Any reasonable number of players can 
s t a r t out together for a r che ry golf. Down 
at the Cincinnati Count ry Club, where 
a rche ry golf is firmly es tabl ished, E. I T . 
Irwin wr i tes tha t of ten the archers go 
out in groups of twelve, six m e n to a team. 
"We m a k e all the noise we like, and have 
a rous ing good t ime," says Mr. Irwin. 

T h e port ion of a rche ry golf correspond-
ing to the put t ing par t of regular golf is 
in te res t ing . The a r che r has shot his ar-
row p e r h a p s 270 yards down the fa i rway 
on a given hole and has t a k e n his second 
(approach) shot. From t h e spot where 
his a r row st icks in the ground (but never 
closer than 15 yards) the player now aims 
at the t a rge t . It consis ts of a bull's-eye 
4% inches across. Enc i rc l ing it is a red 
r ing 4 inches wide, and outside t h a t is 
ano the r one, black in color, also 4 inches 
wide. The a rcher m u s t h i t somewhere 
wi thin th i s 20-inch circle to "hole out." If 
he h i t s t h e bullseye, he holed out on his 
previous s t roke. If he h i t s the red or 
black circles, tha t shot is counted. If he 
misses the target , he shoots again. 

So much for the game from the player ' s 
point of view. W h a t is to be said for it 
f r om the s tandpoin t of the club and the 
club's officials who a re responsible for the 
financial well-being of the e s t ab l i shment? 

How Game Benefits Clubs 
Firs t of all, a s hinted at ear l ier in this 

ar t icle , there is a growing conviction in 
club circles tha t much loss of m e m b e r in-
te res t can be fores ta l led where t he r e are 
a t t r ac t ions to d raw the members to the 
club all year ' round. The na tura l resul t 
is to cut down markedly the n u m b e r of 
res ignat ions by members , the number of 
membersh ip t r a n s f e r s (in clubs where the 
member finds his own purchaser ) and the 
number of de l inquents who take the atti-
tude tha t t he re is no hur ry paying up 
wha t is owed the club until spr ing and 
golf a r r ive again. 

Inexpensive to Keep House Open 
In addit ion to be t t e r membersh ip spiri t , 

t he re is also ce r ta in financial r e tu rn to be 
expected f rom a 12-month club schedule. 
Only skeleton c rews of employes need be 
kep t a t the club during the off-season. 
Under intel l igent management , the re is no 
reason why main tenance costs should be 
excessive—possibly a little more fue l to 
hea t the clubhouse, a few dollars over the 
usual spent for e lectr ic i ty to l ight it and 
a small bill for wa te r needed in the wash-
rooms and toilets. 

Fancy Food Not Needed 
Offsett ing th is is the depar tmen ta l busi-

ness tha t can be developed. It is reason-
able to assume tha t every t ime a member 
shoots a round of archery-golf a t the club, 
he is going to ea t something. And he is 
not going to be overpar t icu lar about the 
serv ice ; few member s will obect to plain 
food, plainly served on a cafe ter ia or help-
yourself basis. Yet approximately the same 
pr ices can be placed on the menu i t ems 
as prevail in the ac t ive summer season. A 
French chef is not needed for this sor t of 
food prepara t ion ; an inexpensive man or 
woman cook can han'dle the job wi thout 
difficulty. On th is basis it ought t o be 
possible for the club not only to b reak 
even but actual ly to make a modest profit 
on the winter ' s food service. 

Out in the men ' s locker-room, one locker-
boy can handle the winter pa t ronage , and 
should r e tu rn a n o t h e r profit to the club 
th rough b e v e r a g e - a n d tobacco sales . It 
migh t even be possible for a l ight tem-
porary lunch counte r to be se t up in the 
locker-room and coffee, sandwiches and 



pies m a d e ava i lab le for the m e m b e r s u n d e r 
the locker-boy 's min i s t r a t ions . If th i s is 
done, t h e cook might be found u n n e c e s s a r y 
in t h e c lub k i tchen , a l though t h e club t h a t 
dec ides to go a f t e r w in t e r p a t r o n a g e in a 
ser ious way ought not cut down too severe-
ly on t h e se rv i ce and c o m f o r t s abou t t he 
bui lding or the m e m b e r s will find it too 
u n a t t r a c t i v e and c rude to k e e p t h e m com-
ing out . 

Profits from Renting Tackle 
If you exc lude the in tang ib le benef i t s re-

sul t ing f r o m p rese rva t ion of m e m b e r inter-
est t h rough year-round ac t iv i ty , none of 
the d e p a r t m e n t a l profi ts m e n t i o n e d above 
would in t h e m s e l v e s w a r r a n t k e e p i n g the 
club open t h r o u g h the win t e r . But t he r e 
is profi t to be expected f r o m t h e game of 
archery-golf itself which, a d d e d to the 
profi ts f r o m t he d e p a r t m e n t s , bulk com 
for tab ly la rge . 

Th is profi t r e su l t s f rom s e v e r a l phases 
of the archery-golf s i tua t ion . F i r s t of all, 
it is imprac t i ca l to expect t h e m e m b e r s of 
a club to go o u t and buy bows and a r r o w s 
wi thout first t r y ing the g a m e to d e t e r m i n e 
w h e t h e r or no t they a r e go ing to like it. 
So, a r c h e r y t ack le should be ava i l ab le for 
ren ta l a t w h a t e v e r nomina l r a t e the club 
may decide is appropr i a t e . C lubs in t he 
Cinc inna t i and Cleveland d i s t r i c t s r en t a 
bow and six a r r o w s for 50c to $1.00 per 
round. 

Le t ' s figure w h a t t h a t can a m o u n t to. 
Assume t h a t t h rough p roper p romot ion and 
club i n t e r e s t , the n u m b e r of r o u n d s of 
a r che ry golf t h r o u g h the w i n t e r season of 
20 weeks a v e r a g e s 75 r o u n d s week ly . T h a t 
is 1,500 r o u n d s ; a t 50c pe r round , t he 
win te r ' s i ncome f rom th i s s o u r c e will 
a m o u n t to $750. F i r s t c l a s s equ ipmen t , 
sufficient to h a n d l e a p a t r o n a g e of 75 
rounds per week , can be p u r c h a s e d f rom 
a rche ry t a c k l e m a n u f a c t u r e r s f o r not to 
exceed $350, t h u s leaving a prof i t on the 
season ' s o p e r a t i o n s of $400. Moreover , the 
or iginal e q u i p m e n t is ve ry l i t t le depre-
ciated. 

Players Soon Buy Own Tackle 
In a c t u a l p rac t ice , t he r e n t a l m o n e y will 

not r each th i s total , because soon a f t e r a 
m e m b e r b e c o m e s sold on t he l u r e of arch-
ery-golf h e dec ides to p u r c h a s e his own 
equ ipment , a n d since a r c h e r y t a c k l e is not 
readi ly p u r c h a s a b l e e v e r y w h e r e , he will 
have no obec t ion to m a k i n g h i s p u r c h a s e 
th rough t he c lub. In fact , t h e m e m b e r h a s 
probably f o u n d a pa r t i cu l a r bow a m o n g 
the r en t a l s e t s t ha t m e e t s w i th h i s fancy . 

Portraits of the 
Champions 

Exclusive, actual photographs 
of more than 4 0 Open and 
Amateur champions, made by 
the expert who covers every 
major championship. Perfect 
for locker-room, grill and pro-
shop decoration. 

5 x 8 ' — b l a c k a n d w h i t e . . . $ 1 
7 " x 1 1 " — s e p i a $ 3 

11 " x 1 4 " — s e p i a $ 5 
16" x 2 0 " — s e p i a $ 1 0 

Write for complete details 

GEORGE P E I T Z C K E R 
5 6 4 6 Clemens A v e . S t . Louis, Mo. 

GOLF- O - G R A P H 
Itali M a r k e r 

A 

Handsome 
Xrnas Gift 
or 
Golf Prize 

Golf Club Presidents 
and Profess ionals— 
Send for circular and 
interesting proposition. 

^ l i d w e s t c r n T o o l C o . 
2811 No. A s h l a n d Avenue 

CHICAGO 



M I A M I B E A C H , F L O R I D A 

fONEY PLAZA hotel 
W C A D A N A SUN CLUB 

If You're Weishing 
Values 

Travel-wise vacationists say, 
"By all means, the Roney Plaza!" 
More than a sumptuous home, 
America's finest ocean-front 
hotel is a complete resort in 
itself . . . the biggest vacation 
V A L U E today . . . vast grounds 
for its many gay activities . . . 
tropic gardens . . . wide, white 
beach . . . outdoor pool . . . 
sun-bath luxuries . . . private 
lockers and cabanas . . . tennis 
courts and dance patio. And 
comfortably accessible are the 
excitements for the golfer, 
deep-sea fisherman and racing 
fan. Indulge yourself this 
winter in Roney Plaza comfort, 
gaiety and friendliness. Rates 
of course are consistent with 
these thrifty times. 

Since the c lub h a s pu rchased t h i s bow at 
a d i scount , it is in posi t ion to m a k e a 
prof i t in t h e ne ighborhood of 35 p e r cen t 
on t he sale . 

W h e n a m a n goes out to play a r o u n d 
of golf , he expec t s to lose or r e n d e r unplay-
ab l e one o r m o r e golf balls, and he does 
no t p r o t e s t loudly aga ins t t h i s i t em of 
ove rhead . In a r c h e r y golf t h e r e is a simi-
lar b r e a k a g e or loss of a r rows , a l t h o u g h 
i t is less f r e q u e n t t h a n in golf bal ls . Con-
sequen t ly , w h e t h e r t he m e m b e r r e n t s h is 
a r c h e r y t ack le or u s e s his own, h e will be 
fo rced occas iona l ly to buy a r r o w s t o re-
p lace those he h a s broken . He buys t h e m 
n a t u r a l l y f r o m t h e club 's s tock, and on 
t h e s e sa les t he c lub or t he pro m a k e s a 
prof i t t h a t m o u n t s u p nicely t h r o u g h the 
season . 
Game Is Not Dangerous 

T h e c o m m o n e s t ob jec t ion to archery-golf 
is t h e f ee l ing t h a t t h e g a m e is d a n g e r o u s . 
As a m a t t e r of f ac t , t h e r e a r e no m o r e 
h a z a r d s to t he g a m e t h a n to golf. An ar-
row does n o t s l ice or hook; it goes s t r a i g h t 
f r o m the bow a n d only in t he ve ry h i g h e s t 
w i n d s will i t d r i f t off the f a i r w a y in to the 
rough . T h u s , t h e a r c h e r h a s fu l l con t ro l 
over the a r r o w a t al l t imes . Moreover , t he 
ve ry f ac t t h a t a r r o w s a re be ing sho t m a k e s 
t he p layer c a r e f u l to obse rve o r d i n a r y 
cau t ion . 

To m a k e it poss ib le for a r c h e r s to exer-
c ise ca r e whi l e p l ay ing t h e game , blind 
holes and dog-leg holes a r e neve r found on 
an archery-golf cour se . The usua l p r a c t i c e is 
to follow closely t h e sequence of t h e holes 
as p layed for golf , bu t w h e r e a dog-leg or 
blind hole is m e t i t is c u s t o m a r y to sh i f t 
t h e " shoo t ing p o s t " and t a r g e t s l igh t ly to 
e l imina t e all poss ib i l i ty of a r c h e r s no t 
be ing able to te l l w h e t h e r t h e m e n in f r o n t 
of t h e m a r e out of r a n g e or not . 

Briefly s u m m a r i z e d , archery-golf o f fe rs 
a m e a n s of ho ld ing a c lub 's m e m b e r s h i p 
i n t e r e s t e d d u r i n g a n o t h e r w i s e inac t ive 
pe r iod ; i t will b r i n g ce r t a in d e p a r t m e n t a l 
i ncome in to t h e c lub to help m e e t t h e ex-
p e n s e s of t he w i n t e r and p robab ly p e r m i t 
t h e m to o p e r a t e a t a prof i t ; i t will r e s u l t 
in a su re prof i t t h r o u g h the r e n t a l and 
sa le of a r c h e r y t ack le . 

T h i s be ing t h e case , GOLFDOM bel ieves 
it will pay c lubs to cons ider c a r e f u l l y the 
poss ib i l i t ies of a rchery-gol f . R e a d e r s in-
t e r e s t e d in t he r u l e s of the g a m e a n d infor-
ma t ion r e g a r d i n g lead ing l ines of a r c h e r y 
t ack le can ob ta in t h i s l i t e r a t u r e by check-
ing " A r c h e r y Supp l i e s " on t h e B u y e r s ' 
P a g e in t h i s i s sue , page 27, and m a i l i n g to 
GOLFDOM. 




