
Greensmen Wrestle Costs to 
W i n Decision Over Bucket 

Cut G rass— Not Greenkeeper Hidden Neglect Dangerous 
By H U G H M O O R E 

T H E ROUGH is the most practical part 
' o f a course for a greenkeeper to start 

his program of economy by allowing it to 
grow a little longer and not cutting it near-
ly so often. I find that a good many 
courses could lengthen out the rough from 
the tees, thus cutting down the expense on 
fairways. Any program of beautification 
such as: planting flowers, ornamental 
shrubs, trees and hedges may be entirely 
discontinued during depressed times. 
Care should be taken, however, of flowers 
already planted, but only to a minimum, 
for after all flowers or shrubbery on a 
course do not help to make a successful 
shot. 

Raking of traps could be reduced to an 
absolute minimum; perhaps raked once a 
week. The grass on the mounds and backs 
of traps could be left a little longer. 

If the fairways are in good condition, 
expenditure for fertilizing could be eased 
up but you will have to pay eventually. 
Expense of watering could be reduced by 
using good judgment, especially when you 
are getting a fair amount of rain. I have 
seen greens, tees and fairways watered 
right after a rain, when they absolutely 
didn't need it. I would suggest that a cer-
tain portion of the fairways where the sec-
ond shots are played over be converted in-
to well kept rough on a certain number of 
long par four and five holes. This rough 
could extend across the fairway and the 
length should be decided on by the green-
keeper. No doubt this might be a hard-
ship to some golfers but it is one way of 
economizing and will not affect the better 
players. A second suggestion on this 
would be to make the fairways narrower 
wherever possible. 

There is very little economy to be prac-
(Please twn to page 58) 

By ROBT. FARMER, 
Supt. Brynwood C. C „ Milwaukee 

T H I S IS AN era of reduced budgets. 
' Greenkeepers are forced to work on a 

reduced scale. Clubs know what it has 
cost to maintain their grounds in the past. 
If the department operates on less money 
than is represented by a lower wage rate 
then something will be neglected. 

The general appearance of a golf course 
is of primary importance. When a mem-
ber brings a guest out to play golf he is 
anxious to have things looking neat and 
orderly. The greens must be putting good 
in order to score. The fairways and rough 
must be freshly clipped so that there is a 
small percentage of lost balls. The tees 
must be pleasantly maintained so that the 
starting point of each hole inspires; and 
last but not least, the traps must be nicely 
raked, since explosion shots are a neces-
sity only in holes or heel tracks. 

The requirements of such a maintained 
course are the green-chairman and greens-
keeper's troubles. Criticism is the meter 
to gauge the condition of the course. The 
message is usually first imparted to the 
chairman and then on to the greenskeeper 
and his men. 

Many are the troubles of the chairman 
but if the general appearance is good, 
many troubles are eliminated. Little do 
the members, and many times the chair-
men, realize the upsets the greenskeeper 
has in the course of his usual day's work 
to hinder such progress. 

Work necessary to keep up the general 
appearance of the course may be called 
routine work. All courses vary as to the 
number of working hours necessary to 
keep them in good condition. One course 
superintendent may require 600 working 
hours while his neighbor superintendent 
can keep his course with 500 working 
hours. Some of the factors that enter into 
such a variation of the working time are 
wooded areas, water areas, built-up greens 



bers in the greenkeepers association who 
could not stand the strain, but we fellow 
greenkeepers have cut down wages a little 
and also have been working on an eight-

r hour basis. Some of us have smaller 
crews to work with but still so far we 
have given them a good golf course of 
which the members are proud, and I hope 
we can continue if the "pest" isn't too 
hard. 

I know our little group in the Twin 
Cities is fighting for our good clubs and 
we figure this way; if we lose a club we 
lose a green keeper and we cannot afford 
that. We have to give everyone a chance 
to make a living, but I have found that 
an eight-hour basis will help considerably 
and there isn't much difference in the 
work, I still seem to find enough work to 
keep up with the help. 

Cut Greens, Not Greenkeepers 
(Continued from page 56) 

ticed on the maintenance of tees, for a good 
tee is essential. About the only economy 
I know of would be the reduction of water-
ing and fertilizing. 

As for greens there is practically no 
economy to be practiced, as they are the 
most essential parts of a golf course and 
should be kept in the best of condition at 
all times. If you have good greens your 
players wil l always be happy. They will 
overlook the bad fairways, the rough that 
is high and the traps which haven't been 
raked in a week, for a good green stands 
out in making and holding the reputation 
of a course. Perhaps a greenkeeper could 
use a little discretion in watering and 
fertil izing, as I believe some greens are 
watered and fertilized too heavily, 

especially in severe hot weather. A gen-
eral economy can be practiced on the 
greens by taking each gretn as a separate 
project and treating it for its needs in-
dividually, instead of doctoring all when 
only one is in need of extra care. This 
also may apply to tees or fairways. 

The best economy of equipment is good 
care and operation by experienced men. 

A general economy may be practiced on 
a course in regard to purchases and labor. 
Such requirements as fertilizer and seed 
possibly may be purchased at certain times 
of the year at a saving. The larger clubs 
can save by having their own mechanic 
to keep the equipment in the best condi-
tion, rather than have it deterioriate be-
yond use. Economy may be practiced 
where experienced men are not needed; 
for instance, with a little careful instruc-
tion anyone can remove weeds from greens 
or rake traps. 

In my opinion any further economy 
practiced on a course, as a whole, would 
be injurious. 

There is one economy, which is being 
practiced generally thoroughout the coun-
try, which I do not approve of, and that is 
the cutting, severely, of the greenkeeper's 
salary. The president of each club, also 
the players, know that the backbone 
of a golf course is the greenkeeper. Show 
me a course without a good greenkeeper 
and I'll show you one that isn't fit to play 
on. A great extravagance is occurring on 
a large majority of the golf courses by 
members of a committee who all have dif-
ferent ideas as to the requirements of a 
course and because of this many things 
are purchased which are not needed, which 
may not be used at the time and which 
may never be used. For instance, I know 

A m e r i c a n Grown Ilent Seed 
for A m e r i c a n U » l f ( o u r s c s 

Purchase fresh, viable, acc l imated , winter hardy Rhode Island Bent Seed direct from the farmer 
w h o grows it and thus save for your club the midd lemen and seed dealers ' profit. Every penny 
of was te between farmer and consumer that can be e l iminated wi l l be a gain both to the farmer 
and the consumer. 
During the thirteen years that I have furnished bent seed to hundreds of golf courses, munic ipa l 
parks, etc . , I have rece ived from satisfied custotr.ers many s ta tements of which the f o l l o w i n g 
received this spring is typica l . 

"The Rhode Island Bent that we got last year from you was the best bent that we ever 
used on our course and I assure you that when we need more, which we will a little later 
on. we will purchase some from you. It is far superior to the German Bent that we had 
been using."—(Signed) Park Hi l l Golf Club. Pennsy lvania . 

Nat ive , acc l imated, upland grown Rhode Is land and V e l v e t Bents produce the highest type turf 
at the l eas t first cost and subsequent cost of mak ing it. 
A. N. PECKHAM KINGSTON, R. I. 



of a course where there were two drinking 
fountains purchased, over the protest of 
the greenkeeper, and after they were in-
stalled the committeemen were convinced 
that it would require the continuous run-
ning of the motors of the pump-house, to 
supply pressure to make them operate! 
Therefore this equipment was a total loss 
at approximately $300. 

So 1 would suggest in line with 
economy; hire a good greenkeeper, put him 
in charge of the course, make him respon-
sible for results, give him a good chair-
man to work with—one who is reasonable, 
one who is fair in his dicisions, one who 
will take the blame for his own mistakes 
and not put it on the shoulders of the 
greenkeeper. Most of all, pay the green-
keeper for being a greenkeeper, for in this 
he will save you many times his salary 
where a cheap man usually proves very 
expensive. 

Has Hunch on Eradication of 
Brown-Patch 

By A R T H U R B O G G S 
Kirtland Country Club 

For 3 years I have had the co-operation 
of a chemist and laboratory facilities 

l l j The T O R O 
f l Del Monte Greens R a k e 

To maintain a true putting surface, use the Del 
Monte Rake regularly (or removing the grain 
from creeping bent or Bermuda grass putting 
greens and (or raking up matted grass (or proper 
cutting. Write (or (ull information. 

T o r o M a n u f a c t u r i n g Co. 
3042-3168 Snelling Ave. Minneapolis, Minn. 

checking the efficiency of various chemi-
cals in controlling and eliminating brown-
patch. Turf troubles of this description 
are due to fungi and the problem present-
ed is the destruction of this mold without 
injury to the turf. A very great deal of 
work has been done on this subject by 
other investigators and numerous chemi-
cals have been tested and tried for check-
ing t.he growth of the fungus or eliminat-
ing it altogether. It is believed that the 
alkalinity or acidity of the soil, the kind 
of fertilizer used and climatic conditions 
are all important factors which have to be 
taken into consideration when studying 
plant diseases of this kind. Furthermore, 
different types of grass vary in their re-
sistance to the ravages of the fungus. 

During the past year we have approach-
ed this question in a manner similar to 
that used by sanitarians for the eradica-
tion of diseases in general. We have iso-
lated the fungus which is the principal 
cause of our brown-patch trouble in pure 
culture and have subjected it to the action 
of different chemicals to test its resistance. 
The results from this work have convinced 
us that the organism is sensitive to a 
group of chemicals which have not hereto-
fore been used, so far as I am able to de-
termine, for the eradication of this turf 
pest. One of these chemicals according to 
early tests is more than 600 times a destruc-

A t i r a i t N e w P l a y e r s W l t h 

I . i : W I S W A S H E I I s 

T E E I I E . W I I E S »Ul i D q i H ' M I ^ T 
I . ewl s eqa lpnien l 1s S t a n d a r d all 
o v e r A m e r i c a . It last* for years 
a n d IN very e r o n o m ' e a l . 

See Vour D e a l e r 
Tee E n s e m b l e — l o t s of I t o 10 $10.25 

"' " — l o t s of II or m o r e $9.75 
Not IncliKlintr a n y s a l e s tax . 

T e e D a t a 
P l a t e 
$1.50 

BAG RACK 
$5.50 

Not inelutliiiK a n y s a l e s tax . 

G . I I . L E W I S I O . 
Dent , t i l ) 7H2 W a t e r t o w n , Wis. 




