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Public Links '32 Report Permits 
Interesting Analyses 

By J A C K FULTON, JR. 

AN N U A L L Y the Public L i n k s Sect ion 
of the U. S. G. A. issues its munic ipal 
golf course booklet. A n a l y s i s of the 

1932 report conta ining detailed s ta t i s t ica l 
information on municipal l inks in 210 
cit ies, d isc loses some interest ing f igures 
T h e r e are 323 courses included in the 
book, of which 173 are 18-hole layouts , 134 
9-hole layouts, 10 27-hole layouts , 5 36-
hole layouts and one 6-hole payout. 

A v e r a g e operat ing costs on t h e s e 
i courses are as f o l l o w s : 

9-hole courses $ 7,166 
18-hole courses 18,290 
27-hole c o u r s e s 31,235 
36-hole courses 36,450 

For purposes of arr iv ing at an a v e r a g e 
operat ing cost, the figures g iven for 18-
hole courses w e r e divided by two by the 
wr i ter in order to find the cost of main-
taining 9-holes of each layout. TI19 27-
hole and 36-hole l ink 's costs were similar-
ly divided by three and four. A total of 531 
9-hole units are thus arrived a t and the 
a v e r a g e cost of operat ing these units fig-
ures $8,786 per y e a r or a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
$1,000 per hole. 

A number of the 9-hole courses a r e ap-
parent ly very unpretent ious af fairs , s ince 
the a v e r a g e cost of maintaining 9-hole 
courses runs under $800 per hole. T h e 18-
hole layouts are on the average more elab-
orate , hence more expensive to mainta in , 
running approximate ly $1,100 a hole, whi le 
the 27 and 36-hole l inks a v e r a g e around 
this same figure. 

A m o n g other information given by the 
k Publ ic L i n k s book is the y e a r in w h i c h 

each of the c o u r s e s reported w a s opened. 
T h e diagram a c c o m p a n y i n g this a r t i c l e 
presents this information in graphic form 
and offers an interest ing picture of the 
t r e m e n d o u s d e v e l o p m e n t in municipal golf 
course construct ion which has t a k e n place 
in the past ten y e a r s . 

From 1895, w h e n the first municipal golf 
course w a s built, unti l 1 9 1 4 — a span of 20 
y e a r s only 37 municipal golf l ayouts had 
been constructed; the next six y e a r s a lone 
showed 39 new courses . B e g i n n i n g wi th 
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Chart showing increase in municipal 
golf course construction from 1895 to 

1932. See text 

1921, the m a j o r d e v e l o p m e n t in municipal 
golf b e g a n ; there w e r e t w e l v e new courses 
opened t h a t year and the s a m e number in 
1922. 1923 saw twenty n e w municipal 
l i n k s ; in 1924 there w e r e nineteen. In 
1925, construct ion dropped to fifteen 
courses , but 1926 more than made up for 
this by the opening of twenty-f ive new l inks 
and 1927 b e c a m e the y e a r of g r e a t e s t 
munic ipal golf course construct ion w i t h 
thirty-two l inks officially opened that sea-
son. No y e a r s ince has equal led 1927's 
record, a l though each of the years that 
fo l lowed brought the opening of not less 
than twenty-one new layouts . T h e r e a r e 
fifteen c o u r s e s opening or scheduled to be 
opened in 1932, according to the informa-
tion a v a i l a b l e to the Publ ic L i n k s Sect ion 
at the t ime its book w a s brought out. 

In addi t ion to the t r e m e n d o u s volume of 
munic ipal construct ion o c c u r r i n g in the 
United S t a t e s since 1921, a t least half a 
hundred of the golf c o u r s e s w h i c h had 
opened for play previously h a v e since t h a t 
t ime r a d i c a l l y remodeled and lengthened 
their l inks so that the c o n s t r u c t i o n picture 
during the y e a r s 1921 to 1931 is not com-
plete u n l e s s the remodel ing ac t iv i t ies are 
also k e p t in mind. 

P r o f e s s i o n a l s are reported at 201 or 62 
per cent of the 323 courses. S e v e n out of 
ten of the 18-hole courses h a v e a pro on 
the job w h i l e only five out of ten of the 
9-hole l a y o u t s have a m a n hired in that 
capaci ty . 
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S t a t i s t i c s are given on the number of 
rounds of golf played in 1931. In many 
cases it is apparent that no a c c u r a t e 
record is k e p t of the n u m b e r of rounds of 
golf and accordingly soma of the returns 
are obvious ly es t imates and possibly suf-
f iciently incorrect to throw off the aver-
ages. T h e actual f igures, h o w e v e r , result, 
as f o l l o w s : 

N u m b e r A v e r a g e 
of courses number 
r e p o r t i n g rounds 

9-hole courses 94 35,690 
18-hole courses 141 51,920 
27-hole courses 9 100,400 
36-hole courses 5 109,300 

Mult iply ing the above a v e r a g e number 
of rounds by the ful l n u m b e r of courses 
g iven in the Public L i n k s report the fol-
lowing total number of rounds played in 
1931 in these 323 courses g i v e s these to-

ta ls : 
9-hole courses 4,782,460 

18-hole courses 8,982,160 
27-hole courses 1,004,000 
36 hole courses 546,600 

R e d u c i n g these f igures to 9-hole rounds, 
there w e r e apparent ly 26,195,980 of them 
on the 323 courses. T h i s figure is indica-
tive of the tremendous vo lume of play 
municipal golf courses exper ience . 

T h e Publ ic L i n k s Sect ion of the U. S. G. 
A. doesn't c laim that its l ist of municipal 
golf courses is complete and according to 
G O L F D O M ' s course records th is is true, as 
G O L F D O M lists 543 public layouts in the 
United S t a t e s as against the 323 included 
in the U. S. G. A. Publ ic L i n k s booklet. 

Boasts Portland (Ore.) Is Wor ld 's 
Greatest Gol f ing C i t y 

£ O L U M B I A C. C. (Port land, Ore.) pre-
s e n t s the first issue of a handsome 

house organ, The Columbian. The maga-
zine, in expla ining why the c lub "be l ieves 
that Port land is the g r e a t e s t golfing c i ty 
in the w o r l d , " s a y s that m e m b e r s h i p of 
the c i ty ' s e ight pr ivate c l u b s at the end 
of 1931 w a s 2,460, and 302,763 rounds w e r e 
played on Port land's three municipal 
courses dur ing the year . T h e r e are nine 
dai ly-fee courses in Port land, on which 
play s t a t i s t i c s are not g iven. 

P o r t l a n d ' s population, a c c o r d i n g to 1930 
census, is 301,815. W i t h s u b u r b s included, 
the figure is 378,728. 

California Pro Wri tes Gol f 
Teaching Primer 

U A R O L D SAMPSON, pro at B u r l i n g a m e 
* * (Calif .) C. C., has written a golf in-
struct ion book that he f rankly cal ls a 
primer. It's a book for the pro ra ther than 
for the pupil, but this will foster rather 
than limit a good public sale at its pr ice 
of $2.50. 

S a m p s o n ' s book undoubtedly wil l arouse 
m u c h heal thy debate among the pros as 
it is concerned w i t h the methods a pro 
should employ for e f fect ive teaching. T h e 
f e l l o w s will a r g u e plenty about a numbei 
of recommendat ions made by the Burlin-
g a m e blond, but all of them must admit 
that he has done pro golf a lot of good by 
pioneering in an instruction method book. 
T h e idea behind the book fits in e x a c t l y 
with the proe' school plan sponsored by 
P r e s . Char les Hal l of the P G A . W h e n the 
public learns f rom such evidence as the 
S a m p s o n book how much attent ion pros 
a r e g iv ing to b e t t e r i n g the e f f e c t i v e n e s s 
ot golf instruct ion t h e r e will be more les-
sons sold. 

Sampson's Primer of Oolf Instruction 
will prove a va luable aid to the y o u n g e r 
pro w h o f requent ly finds himsel f bewil-
dered on the lesson tee and needs e x a c t l y 
the sort of dope S a m p s o n has handed out 
f rom his exper ience . Older profess ionals 
w h o have read the book rate it h ighly as 
s o m e t h i n g that r e m i n d s the pros t h a t in-
struct ion s e r v i c e means not only know-
ing how the shots are to be made but how 
to g e t this k n o w l e d g e adopted as part of 
the pupil 's regular performance. 

W i t h instruct ion again t a k i n g promi-
n e n c e in the pros ' s c h e m e of th ings ent ire 
and in his economic plan, Harold Samp-
son's book is most t imely and v a l u a b l e 
propaganda for the pro. 

E v e n if the author were not a pal of 
ours, which he is, we'd say S a m p s o n ' s 
P r i m e r of Golf Instruction w a s a book 
w o r t h the money of the other pros. 

P R O F E S S I O N A L S can often a r r a n g e to 
• r u n a window display in the bank w h e r e 
they keep their shop account. A judicious-
ly selected assortment of clubs, bags, bal ls 
and accessories has considerable at tent ion 
va lue when taste fu l ly arranged in a win-
dow and the publ ic i ty to the pro and the 
shop and lesson business which results wi l l 
more than pay the pro for any effort neces-
sary to get the display installed. 


