
f o r P e r f e c t S e i l 

A hand power tool that cuts sod with 
smooth, even edges and uniform thick-
ness . . . 13^4" wide, any length. Easy 
to operate . . . two men can cut 15,000 
square feet of sod a day. Does not 

damage lawn. Write for full information. 
T O R O M A N U F A C T U R I N G C O . , 3042-3168 Snellin* Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 

T h e T O R O " S O I I - K I J T " 

Some Thoughts on Greenkeeping 
By M. E. FARNUM 

ACTIVITIES of the greenkeepers ' asso-
ciation, the Green Section and vari-
ous o ther national and sectional 

bodies, said Mr. Farnum, have eliminated 
" t rade secre t s" f rom the profession of 
greenkeeping. This is a construct ive de-
velopment, because the "bes t" method of 
course maintenance will never be discov-
ered and greenkeepers need all possible 
ass is tance and hints in the i r quest at their 
home courses for ways and means of im-
proving playing conditions. 

But all the work of sc ient is ts and golf 
associat ions to date has not el iminated cer-
tain problems with which the greenkeeper 
must cope. One of these is the question 
of relat ions with the green-committee. 
How f a r should the commit tee dip into 
the activit ies r ightfully under the control 
of the greenkeeper? On this point, Far-
num said: 

Many unsatisfactory conditions persist 
under committee management which would 
not exist long under a more business-like 

form of management. However, I can not 
look for a correction of conditions from 
this angle. The greenkeeper must add an-
other to his multitude of activities. He 
must sell his abilities as well as be con-
stantly enlarging them. 

The percentage of green-chairmen who, 
from choice, wish to dictate greenkeeping 
practices is relatively small. The per-
centage of chairmen who do, to a greater 
or less degree, dictate greenkeeping poli-
cies is larger than it should be. Undoubt-
edly this condition is due to lack of knowl-
edge of conditions and a lack of confidence 
in the greenkeeper. It is this condition 
which I view as one of the major prob-
lems of the greenkeeper. 

Very probably, t h e speaker said, green-
keepers are seen too of ten in work clothes. 
This costume implies a job where physical 
abili ty is paramount ; as a mat te r of fact , 
the greenkeeper ' s job is far more menta l 
than physical—but club members do not 
realize this. If greenkeepers would dress 
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up to their jobs, the importance of the 
profession would receive more general ac-
ceptance f rom golfers. 

The greenkeeper ' s position should be 
such tha t his recommendations be sought. 
A recommendation should not be made un-
less it is essential and worth fighting for. 
Once made it should be actively supported. 
If, for due and sufficient reasons, it must 
fail it should be made a mat te r of record 
in writing for fu tu re reference. The man 
whose recommendations are shown by 
time to have been correct and essential 
has redress if he has presented those rec-
ommendations in writing. 

Can Enough G. M.'s Be Found? 
Farnum spoke at some length on the 

possibilities of the general managersh ip 
idea at clubs. In the main, he favored the 
plan, believing the running of a golf or-
ganization to be very little d i f ferent from 
operating any other business. If the plan 
works elsewhere, why not with clubs? 
Weaknesses in the idea from the club 
standpoint are two-fold: many clubs can-
not afford a properly qualified man for 
such a posit ion; and, secondly, there is 
probably a dear th of qualified men to meet 
(he needs of the clubs. An inefficient gen-
eral manager would be worse than the 
present commit tee form of club organiza-
tion. 

FIRST IMPROVE 
t h e s o i l b a s e w i t h 

NITRO-HUMUS 
for lasting economical improvement 

of golf turf 
WRITE FOR SAMPLES AND PRICES 
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c o n t r o l f o r A X T S ! 

L M O L E N E 
Science has finally given the answer to 
the problem—how to destroy all types of 
ants, earthworms, grubs etc. ALMOLENE 
is swift, safe, non-poisonous and non~ 
corrosive. Destroys nests, reduces re-
infestation, doesn't injure grass or turf. 
ITrite for details. 

W * ® P U R F E C K 
"goodbye" ChirkwwMl! 

PURFECK is the most effective method 
known for destroying chickweed. Simply 
spray it on...and in a few days weeds, roots 
and all disappear. No cutting or patch-
ing. Saves time, money, labor. The 
leading golf courses use it. Order direct 
or through your dealer. 

A D A M X K C H E M I C A L CO. 
9 Halsey Street :: Newark, New Jersey 

N A T I O N A L M O W E R CO. 
839 Cromwell Avenue St. Paul, Minn. 

Where rugged endurance, sturdlness, and 
quality come first, the latest 1932 Model 
National Heavy Duty Fairway mower will 
meet your severest problem. 

Using the most powerful frame, double sets 
of tempered steel cut gears In oil tight 
cases, Tlmken Bearings—it lasts longer. 

PRICES ATTRACTIVELY LOW 
Write for descriptive literature and prices 

on Fairway mower equipment and tractors. 
Thousands of NATIONAL mowers have sat-
isfied owners covering every state. 



Empire Golf Course Supplies, Inc. 
"Everything for the Golf Course and 

Estate" 
11 East 44th Street, N. Y. G. 

Telephone Murray Hill 2-3070 

Grass Seed, Fertilizers, Mowers, 
Tractors, Hose, Sprinklers, etc. 

Write ior 1932 catalog 
HAROLD J. ENGLISH, Pres. 

It. II. Wheels are strongerI 
(For All Fordson Tractors, Several Sizes) 

Rims do not bend—50% better t r ac t ion— 
rounded edges—easier s teer ing. H u n d r e d s 
used for replacing old, 
weaker wheels. Sold in 
singles, pairs or full sets. 

Prices Reduced 
II. H. Tractor 
Wheel S P U D S 
quickest to put on or 
take off. Doubles trac-
tion and cultivate turf 
. . . that's why more 
than half the U. S. and 
Canadian clubs u s e 
them. Durable and low 
priced. All sizes for 
al l purpose«. Sample 
spud and circular on 
request; advise make of 
tractor and purpose for 
which intended. 
If your Ford or equip-
ment dealer cannot sup-
ply, write direct to 

I t . S . H O R N E R 
Manufacturer 

Geneva, Ohio 
Prices Reduced 

Golf Course Equipment 
Flags, Cups, Poles, Sprinklers. 

Seeders and Spreaders. 
Worthington Mowers and Tractors. 

Royer Compost Machines. 
Write TODAY for 193« Catalog. 

G A L L O W A Y B E T T S C O . , I N C . 
5 4 S. Water St., Aurora, 111. 
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Ethics Can Be Improved 
The next problem taken up was that of 

greenkeeping ethics, Farnum pointing out 
that much improvement can be made along 
this line. A greenkeeper who has been 
particularly successful should not sell his 
advisory services to another club without 
the consent of the local greenkeeper. Nor 
should a greenkeeper solicit employment 
indiscriminately in the absence of known 
vacancies. The speaker recommended 
"some collective action in setting up pro-
fessional standards." 

Bettering Working Conditions 
While considerable progress has been 

made in knowledge of turf culture and 
maintenance methods, the problem of bet-
tering working conditions has been too 
generally overlooked. Farnum declared. 
But this is a problem that must be solved 
not by collective action, but rather by in-
dividual initiative. Each time a green-
keeper improves his own position, he 
boosts the standards of his profession. So 
it behooves every greenkeeper to sell him-
self and his profession to his club and to 
see that the reputation of the profession 
does not suffer in his hands. 
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