
View of the tenth fairway at Brynwood C. C., where Bob Farmer puts into practice the 
policies he describes below. 

Construction Finishing Touches 

Save at New Course 
By R. E. FARMER 

Course Supt., Brynwood C. C., Milwaukee, Wis. 

LAST YEAR was a good dry year and 
since the turf was growing very slowly 

we got along without much mowing; how-
ever, with a wet year t he re is more de-
mand for cutt ing units of all sor ts and also 
t ractor power to operate them. But what-
ever the weather is like, a greenkeeper 
must learn to take advantage of such nat-
ural forces if he expects to make a show-
ing with the least possible expense. 

It seems to me where a new course is 
taken over, care and s tudy should be given 
to maintenance methods. The re is always 
plenty of construction work to be done on 
a new course. If its condition is to be 
gradually improved, a t ten t ion should be 
given to what is necessary in the way of 
maintenance, which depends to a large de-
gree on what the members expect. By 
stressing the importance of finishing con-
struction work in the early s tages of these 
newly-built golf courses, much expense can 
be saved. 

One of the most costly e lements of golf 
course maintenance is weed control. Hard-
shelled weed-seeds lie in the soil as long 
as 30 to 40 years and still ge rmina te when 
brought to the su r face where light, air 
and moisture promote their growth. In 
the fairway, fert i l izers will encourage g rass 
so t ha t it can compete against the weeds. 
Continual close mowing in the rough will 
discourage many kinds of weeds. Fre-
quen t topdressings with black soil full of 
weed-seeds should be avoided. Arsena te 
of lead discourages many kinds of weeds 
as well as the worms. A good supply of 
sand in the t raps discourages weeds. 
Weeds along the roads and in the out of 
way places should be scythed down before 
they go to seed. Af t e r turf becomes estab-
lished the chances for weeds a r e great ly 
reduced. Fai rway irr igation favors the 
g rowth of turf throughout t h e season 
which helps to reduce the quant i ty of 
weeds. 



Carefu l supervision of course machinery , 
especial ly changes of oil a n d proper ad-
j u s t m e n t s of the mowing equipment , saves 
cons iderably on the repa i r bills a t the end 
of t h e year . 

Success can be obta ined whe the r you ro-
t a t e your men, divide your course into sec-
t ions or c lass i fy your d i f fe ren t operat ions. 
T h e impor t an t th ing is ca re fu l t ra ining of 
men in t h e beginning. T h e quality and 
quan t i ty of work each m a n does can be 
judged easi ly in any of the above m a n n e r s 
of working . 

Carefu l feeding of the g reens is impor-
tan t . Overfeeding c rea tes t h e proper con-
dit ions for plant d isease and causes un t rue 
pu t t ing sur faces in vege ta t ive bents . 
Methods used in fer t i l iz ing greens a re 
qui te var ied and the s impler methods of ten 
prove quite sa t i s fac tory . 

Cut t ing down on the s ize of greens re-
duces t h e amount of labor and mater ia l s 
involved in topdressing, mowing, wate r ing 
and weeding. (Your m e m b e r s should not 
mind smal le r put t ing a reas , s ince small 
g reens develop more a c c u r a t e golfers than 
la rge g r e e n s ) . 
>• Scy th ing the bunkers of t h e greens and 
t ee s requ i res less t ime than using a bunk-
er mower , especially wi th bluegrass . A 
m a t can be used in the t r a p s to smooth 
off t he foot t racks . Two men can r emove 
the dew f r o m the g rass b lades of a green 
by d ragg ing it wi th a 100 foot length or 
hose much quicker t han one man can 
swi tch it wi th a bamboo pole. 

The more one grooms a course, the more 
i t cos t s ; so you can see t h a t t h e essen-
t i a l s come first. 

It's Wise to Make Course a Winter 

Haven for Birds 
By FRED W . S H E R W O O D 

Supt., Birmingham (M ich . ) C. C . 

^ ^ I T H WINTER coming a long let us n o t 
™ forge t the birds. T r u e it is tha t t he re 

a r e a b u n d a n c e of ber r ies on t h e hawthorns 
and o ther f ru i t bear ing t r e e s which will 
las t fo r qui te a t ime. But don ' t you th ink 
it would help great ly and give comfor t two 
ways if we took a li t t le piece of ground 
and made a bird patch. Sow millet, buck-
whea t , or any o ther quick growing gra in . 
It will assuredly help to sus ta in and feed 
the b i rds when the hard f ro s t s come and 
King W i n t e r takes cha rge of affairs . 

Did you ever th ink w h a t a s t ruggle for 
ex i s tence m a n or beas t would have if in-
sec t and roden t life were pe rmi t t ed to mul-

t iply wi thout check? Over twen ty y ea r s 
ago the U. S. Bureau of Entomology said 
t h e annual loss in th is country f r o m in-
sec t s came to the s tupendous sum of over 
one billion dol lars . 

A large pe rcen tage of our b i rds a r e in-
sect ivorous and consume g rea t quan t i t i e s 
of these pests . One seventh of our na t ive 
birds ea t the seeds f rom weeds and I have 
ye t to see the golf course t h a t didn ' t g row 
weeds . Th ink of t he enormous price golf 
c lubs have to spend each year to cur ta i l 
t he ravages of beet les , grubs, moths , cut-
worms , etc. 

Our f r iend the robin is a wonder fu l bird 
t o have around our golf courses. Not only 
is he our f r iend, bu t the f a r m e r and mar-
ke t ga rdener ought to welcome him. Pre-
sumably robins mig ra t e to w a r m e r c l imes 
in winter , or a t l ea s t migra te to w h e r e t h e 
ground is f r ee f r o m fros t . W h e n he re-
t u r n s in spr ing it is a pleasure to see h im 
as he se t t les down to real hard work unt i l 
fall , j u s t working for his grub as it were . 

A learned professor once said a rob in 
a t e four teen fee t of worms per day. T h i s 
was de termined by ac tua l test . W h e n you 
see h im on one of your g reens tugging, 
pulling, and seldom, if ever, b reak ing his 
vict im, doesn ' t your hea r t go out to h im 
with a warm fee l ing tha t t he re is a rea l 
f r i end working for you but not on t h e 
payrol l? 

Consider again t h a t figure on t h e rob in ' s 
appe t i t e mileage. If you have 500 rob ins 
each ea t ing 14 fee t of worms a day for 200 
days , your f ea the red member s of t h e 
course force have accounted for 265 mi les 
of worms dur ing the i r activity of 200 days 
in the nor th . Th i s a r ray of worms, if l e f t 
alive, would account for a lot of g r e e n s 
i n ju ry and missed put t s . 

Women's Play Cuts Per Capita 

Cost of Golf 

WONDER IF anyone has given m u c h 
thought to the per capi ta cost of golf 

club membersh ip being great ly reduced by 
w o m e n tak ing up the game? Cash pay-
m e n t s to golf club for dues and ini t ia t ion 
f ee s have not been increased dur ing t h e 
l as t two years . Actual ly these costs per 
p layer have been reduced approx imate ly 
25 per cent in th i s period due to wives , 
whose ini t ia t ions and dues a r e included in 
h u s b a n d s ' charges , mak ing use of c lub 's 
p laying faci l i t ies . 


