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Pro Training Schools Planned as 
A i d to P. G. A . Men 

By HERB GRAFFIS 

PRESIDENT CHARLES HALL 'S ambi-
t ion of a t r a i n ing school f o r profess ion-
a ls a n d a s s i s t a n t s , c o n d u c t e d by t h e 

P r o f e s s i o n a l Golfers ' a s s o c i a t i o n , is be ing 
given se r ious though t by golf c lub a n d as-
socia t ion officials a s wel l a s by the pros . 

T h e school idea h a s m a d e good in foot-
ball coach ing and u n d o u b t e d l y h a s been in-
s t r u m e n t a l in s t r e n g t h e n i n g footba l l a s a 
ga te m a g n e t by p roduc ing a m o r e in t e res t -
ing and finished game . T h e r e is no deny-
ing t h a t t h e bus iness a n d t u t o r i n g ab i l i ty 
of t he m a s t e r p ro fe s s iona l s h a s w i tnes sed 
a d e v e l o p m e n t keep ing p a c e wi th t h e 
g r o w t h of t h e g a m e b u t t h e v e t e r a n m a s t e r 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s t h e m s e l v e s a r e l e ade r s in 
endo r s ing t h i s sugges t ion f o r a pro school . 
T h e i r expe r i ence r evea l s to t h e m the con-
s t an t ly c h a n g i n g cond i t ions g o v e r n i n g pro 
shop ope ra t ions . F u r t h e r m o r e , p ro fess iona l 
golf is f o r t u n a t e in h a v i n g l e a d e r s who do 
not le t t h e m s e l v e s ge t i n to t h e comical 
and u n s t a b l e posi t ion of " k n o w it a l ls ." 

In view of th i s a t t i t u d e by t h e subs tan -
tial p ro fes s iona l s , w h o s e pos i t ions a n d 
e a r n i n g p o w e r s a r e s ecu re , i t is a p p a r e n t 
t ha t t h e fe l lows w h o m schoo l s will h e l p 
most a r e due fo r some def in i t e , f avo rab l e 
reac t ion to t he Hal l s u g g e s t i o n . Espec ia l ly 
do some of t h e p r o m i s i n g y o u n g e r profes-
s ionals and a s s i s t a n t s n e e d t h e i n s t ruc t ion 
the proposed schools will p rov ide . 
Greenkeepers in Training 

The pros h a v e been t r e a t e d to a close-
up of the va lue of such s choo l s in see ing 

t h e r e s u l t s of t h e g r e e n k e e p i n g sho r t 
c o u r s e s c o n d u c t e d by such i n s t i t u t i o n s a s 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s A g r i c u l t u r a l col lege , Rut -
ge r s , P e n n S ta t e , W i s c o n s i n and Mich igan . 
No doub t of t h e c o u r s e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ' 
posi t ion, f u t u r e a n d e a r n i n g p o w e r b e i n g 
p r o m o t e d by t h e w o r k done in t h e s e 
schools . T h e p r o s need such a bui ld-up 
fo r t he b e t t e r m e n t of t he i r r e l a t i o n s w i th 
c lub officials a n d m e m b e r s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
m a n y m e m b e r s c o n s i d e r the p ro is a fel-
low who m a k e s a lo t of m o n e y s i m p l y be-
c a u s e he is lucky in h a v i n g a lo t of f u n 
p l a y i n g golf. T h i s i g n o r a n c e of t h e e x t e n t 
a n d i m p o r t a n c e of a p ro ' s du t ies in s e r v i n g 
h i s c lub to m u t u a l prof i t is a t t h e b a s e of 
t h e pro e m p l o y m e n t p rob lem. 

George S a r g e n t ' s a r t i c l e in O c t o b e r 
G O L F D O M r e f e r r e d to t he i m p o r t a n c e of 
a wel l qual if ied, a c t i v e a s s i s t a n t in p ro 
s h o p opera t ion . I t ' s g r e a t l y to t h e c r e d i t of 
t h e s e k ids t h a t t h e a s s i s t a n t s t h e s e d a y s 
a r e m a k i n g t h e m s e l v e s big f a c t o r s in p r o 
success , b u t it is imposs ib l e fo r t h e m a s t e r 
p ros to devote t h e t i m e rea l ly r e q u i r e d to 
t h e p r o p e r t r a i n i n g of t h e boys. T h e v a l u e 
of t h e p roposed H a l l schools would b e t re-
m e n d o u s to t h e p r o s a n d c lubs if such 
schoo l s w e r e solely f o r t he p u r p o s e of as-
s i s t a n t t r a in ing . 

B u t t h e g r e a t e s t va lue would be to t h e 
m a s t e r p ros who r ea l l y h a v e o n e of t h e 
t o u g h e s t of smal l r e t a i l i n g s i t ua t i ons . T h i s 
r e t a i l i n g cal ls n o t on ly fo r t h e r e t a i l i n g 
of i n s t r u c t i o n a n d of m e r c h a n d i s e , b u t a l s o 



fo r a c o n s t a n t , p e n e t r a t i n g qua l i ty of ser-
vice no t d e m a n d e d of o t h e r sma l l r e t a i l e r s . 

An Expanding Opportunity 
T h e p ros ' oppor tun i ty a s a golf service-

s t a t i o n o p e r a t o r fo r h i s p l a y e r s c a m e to 
t h e w r i t e r ' s m ind r e c e n t l y i n r e a d i n g a 
y a r n in Advertising and Selling on Bruce 
B a r t o n , o n e of t he ace boy-wonder s of t h e 
a d v e r t i s i n g a g e n c y b u s i n e s s . T h e ta le to ld 
a b o u t B a r t o n be ing a golf e n t h u s i a s t . I t 
a l so m e n t i o n e d , a s a h u m a n i n t e r e s t i t em, 
t h a t h i s w i f e b o u g h t h i s t i e s . Cons ider 
h o w m a n y fe l lows h a v e b e e n w e a n e d a w a y 
f r o m re t a i l shopp ing s ince w o m e n en-
l a rged t h e i r w o r k a s p u r c h a s i n g a g e n t s 
fo r t h e f a m i l y . W h e n you g e t down to it, 
t h e r e t a i l i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t s t h a t a r e m o s t 
h a b i t u a l l y v is i ted by t h e a c t i v e m a l e w i t h 
m o n e y to spend a r e t h e c i g a r coun te r , t h e 
n e w s - s t a n d , t h e r e s t a u r a n t a n d t h e p ro 
shop . T h a t ough t to be t h e tip-off to t h e 
p r o s on t h e logical f o u n d a t i o n t h e y h a v e 
fo r e x p a n d i n g t h e i r m e r c h a n d i s e as a val-
uab le s e r v i c e t o c lub m e m b e r s . 

S o m e of t h e l add ies m a y w i n c e a t t h e 
p r o s p e c t of g e t t i n g too m u c h of t he drug-
s t o r e s cope of se l l ing in to p r o shop opera-
t ions , b u t t h e r e ' s s e v e r a l mi l l ion mi les to 
go b e f o r e t h e pros a r e c o n f r o n t e d w i th 
t h i s d a n g e r . But , wi th t h i s expans ion ap-
p a r e n t l y logical and i m m i n e n t a s a se rv ice 
t he m e m b e r s will a p p r e c i a t e , i t is p la in ly 
s e e n t h a t t h e pros a n d t h e i r a s s i s t a n t s 
could u s e p len ty of i n s t r u c t i o n , and ex-
c h a n g e s of expe r i ence , in b u s i n e s s opera-
t ion. 

T h e boos t t h a t would be given golf 
w h e n l e a d i n g p ros would g e t t o g e t h e r a n d 
d i s c u s s i n s t r u c t i o n m e t h o d s a t such a 
school would be inca lcu lab le . O t h e r a n g l e s 
of p r o se rv ice , such a s co-opera t ion be-
t w e e n p ros and m a n a g e r s , c o u r s e super in-
t e n d e n t s a n d club officials, wou ld ce r t a in ly 
a d v a n c e t h e eff icient o p e r a t i o n of golf 
c lubs . 

W h e n t h e P. G. A., a t i t s a n n u a l mee t ing , 
c o n s i d e r s t h i s m a t t e r of e s t a b l i s h i n g p ro 
schools , i t wil l do well to b e a r in mind 
t h e t i m e l y c o m m e n t , Alex P i r i e , dean of 
t h e co rps , h a s m a d e on t h e m a t t e r . T h e 
P. G. A. h o n o r a r y p r e s i d e n t h a s s a i d : 

" W e al l h a v e b e e n t r y i n g to build up 
r e c o g n i t i o n of p ro go l f e r s a s p ro fess iona l 
m e n a n d we h a v e to p u t a c r o s s t he Idea 
t h a t t r a i n i n g of a c o m p e t e n t p ro fes s iona l 
g o l f e r involves t ime, e x p e n s e and s tudy 
j u s t a s does t he t r a i n i n g of a l awyer , a 
d o c t o r or a den t i s t . A l t h o u g h we m i g h t 
s a y t h e p r o is do ing t h i s fo r himself 

r a t h e r s a t i s f ac to r i l y , I bel ieve t h e only 
w a y we can ge t t h i s t h o u g h t o v e r t o t h e 
p l a y e r s is by c o n d u c t i n g th i s t r a i n i n g on 
a n o rgan ized bas i s . 

" I n t he se t i m e s w h e n clubs a r e look ing 
f o r every poss ib le source of r e v e n u e a n d 
good m e n a r e w a v e r i n g in t he p r o r a n k s 
b e c a u s e t he t r u e pos i t ion of t h e p ro a m o n g 
t h e club 's o p e r a t i n g a s s e t s o f t e n m a y n o t 
be app rec i a t ed , i t behooves t h e p ro fe s -
s iona l s to c o n s i d e r ca r e fu l l y t h e t r a i n i n g 
school p roposa l a s a va luab le f a c t o r of 
i n f o r m a t i o n fo r c lub officials a s wel l a s a 
de f in i t e he lp to ou r se lves . " 

New Ball Specifications Avo id 

Dump of O ld Stock 
D R I G H T RAY of hope fo r bal l m a k e r s 
® a n d pros is in t h e U. S. G. A. pre l im-
i n a r y a n n o u n c e m e n t of t he 1932 bal l s t a n d -
a r d s . A bal l of t h e 1.68 size will be lega l 
so l ong a s i t s w e i g h t does no t exceed 1.62. 
T h i s m a k e s t he p r e s e n t ball O. K . accord-
i n g to t h e n e w ru l ing . P r o s will r e j o i c e be-
c a u s e th i s m e a n s t h a t the m a r k e t n e x t y e a r 
wil l n o t be flooded w i t h s tock of obso l e t e 
ba l l s t h r o w n o v e r b o a r d a t c u t p r ices . 

T h e r e a r e m a n y w h o cons ider t h e 1.68-
1.55 ball t he b e s t ba l l t he g a m e h a s s een . 
T h e y will be ab le to ge t the ball of t h e i r 
cho ice wi th t h e r e p u t a b l e m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
s t a n d i n g beh ind t h e i r p roduc t s on t h e 
s t a n d a r d pr ice bas i s . S tocks of t h e pres-
e n t 1932 bal ls m a y be d i f f e r en t i a t ed by 
i d e n t i f y i n g s t i cke r s , a l t hough m a n y s t a t e 
t h e r e is s u c h t i ny d i f f e rence b e t w e e n t h e 
b a l l s t h a t s e g r e g a t i o n of the 1.68-1.55 prod-
u c t is u n n e c e s s a r y . 

Pro Shop Bulletins Tell Club News 
n R O S WHOSE s h o p s a r e d e t a c h e d f r o m 
• t h e m a i n bu i ld ing a n d h a v e t h e p r o b l e m 
of a t t r a c t i n g club m e m b e r s can o v e r c o m e 
t h i s h a n d i c a p by u s i n g the idea Dick Nel-
son employs a t M e r i d i a n Hi l l s C. C., In-
d i anapo l i s . De t a i l s of all c lub even t s , an-
n o u n c e m e n t s , r e s u l t s , etc., a r e on a bul-
l e t in boa rd in Dick ' s shop . Any c lub m e m -
b e r w h o w a n t s to know all a b o u t w h a t ' s 
go ing on g e t s t h e i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h i s 
b o a r d . 

T h e bul le t in a t t r a c t s m a n y m e m b e r s 
w h o o t h e r w i s e m i g h t go f r o m t h e l o c k e r 
r o o m to t he first tee , w i thou t b e i n g sub-
j e c t e d to t h e sa les a t t r a c t i o n s in N e l s o n ' s 
t r i m and expe r t l y s t ocked shop. 


