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I n v e s t i g a t i o n disc loses t h a t social m e m -
b e r s h i p s in coun t ry c lubs a r e unques t ion -
ab ly e a s y to d ispose of if p r o p e r ca r e i s 
e x e r c i s e d in se l ec t ing on ly t h e m o s t desi r -
ab le p r o s p e c t s — m u c h e a s i e r t h a n equ i ty 
golf m e m b e r s h i p s . 

T h e q u e s t i o n of p e r m i t t i n g social m e m -
b e r s to p l a y golf on p a y m e n t of g r een f ee s , 
such p lay b e i n g l imi ted to w e e k days only, 
is o n e t h a t each club m u s t d e t e r m i n e fo r 
i t se l f . T h e income t h u s b r o u g h t in a p p e a r s 
a t l ea s t p r e f e r a b l e to g r a n t i n g t o u r n a m e n t 
p r iv i l eges , a n d m a k e s i t poss ib le to rea l ize 
a m o r e c o n s t a n t flow of i n c o m e f r o m opera-
t ions . 

If a n y o n e be l ieves it is e a s i e r to ma in -
t a in a fu l l m e m b e r s h i p in t h e p r e s e n t eco-
n o m i c a l l y u n s o u n d c lub o r g a n i z a t i o n s — w i t h 
t h e cos t of golf m o u n t i n g a n d t h e mem-
b e r s h i p p r i ce d e c l i n i n g — t h a n it is t o sell 
a s u p p o r t i n g n u m b e r of a u x i l i a r y m e m b e r -
sh ips , we f e a r he h a s n o t a c l ea r v is ion of 
t h e p r e s e n t t r end . S o m e r o a d m u s t be dis-
c o v e r e d to r e d u c e cos t of golf a n d t h r o u g h 
t h i s r e d u c t i o n t h e financial e m a n c i p a t i o n 
of m o d e r n golf clubs. 

If y o u r s i s a r a n k i n g c lub i ts fac i l i t i es 
c a n b e m a d e sa lab le t o r a n k i n g people , 
t h o u s a n d s of w h o m d e s i r e a spot in t h e 
c o u n t r y w h e r e f ami ly a n d g u e s t s can dine, 
d a n c e or s w i m in t h e a t m o s p h e r e of coun-
t r y c lub l i fe a m o n g t h e i r soc ia l equa ls . 

Greenkeepers, Pros, Managers in 

Joint Meeting Nov. 16 

RE P R E S E N T A T I V E S of t h e g reenkeep-
e r s ' , p r o s ' and m a n a g e r s ' a s soc ia t ions 

wil l m e e t a t Boston, N o v e m b e r 16, in t h e 
first f o r m a l sess ion of t h e j o in t commit-
t ee on c lub ope ra t ion f o r m e d a t t he con-
f e r e n c e off icials of t h e t h r e e a s soc ia t ions 
he ld a t L o n g Vue c lub , P i t t s b u r g h , Pa . , 
F e b . 24. T h e P . G. A. of A m e r i c a a n n u a l 
m e e t i n g wi l l s t a r t on t h a t da te , and t h e 
N a t i o n a l Assoc ia t ion of G r e e n k e e p e r s will 
h a v e t h e i r execu t ive c o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g a t 
H o t e l S t a t l e r , Bos ton , N o v e m b e r 16 and 17. 

A s s u r e d p r e s e n c e of t h e e n t i r e commit -
t e e i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e c lub o p e r a t i n g h e a d s 
will m a k e a conce r t ed e f fo r t t o pass on to 
c lub officials def in i te f a c t s a n d figures on 
t h e l e s s o n s of 1931 o p e r a t i o n . T h i s y e a r ' s 
p r o b l e m s w e r e s eve re f o r a l l d e p a r t m e n t s 
of golf c lub ope ra t ion a n d by h a n d l i n g 
t h e m s u c c e s s f u l l y t h e o p e r a t i n g execu t ives 
l e a r n e d m u c h of va lue in c l u b policies . 
J u s t w h a t specif ic l e s s o n s w e r e m o s t im-
p o r t a n t wil l be decided b y t h e jo in t com-
m i t t e e a n d a r e p o r t of i t s findings a n d rec-
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o m m e n d a t i o n s p robab ly will be s e n t to the 
p r e s i d e n t of each A m e r i c a n golf c lub . 

One of t h e m a j o r a m b i t i o n s of t h e com-
m i t t e e m e e t i n g is to p romote c lose r co-op-
e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e d e p a r t m e n t h e a d s . 
L a c k of i n f o r m e d a n d h a r m o n i o u s c o n t a c t 
b e t w e e n s o m e d e p a r t m e n t h e a d s is de-
p lored a s a d e t r i m e n t to p rof i t ab le c lub 
ope ra t ion and to t h e i n c r e a s e in e a r n i n g 
p o w e r of each of t h e d e p a r t m e n t h e a d s in-
volved. T h e in i t i a l m e e t i n g a t P i t t s b u r g h 
did much to c l a r i f y t h e a t m o s p h e r e of sus-
picion. C a u s e s of confl ict w e r e c o n s i d e r e d 
f r a n k l y and to s u c h exce l len t g e n e r a l e f f ec t 
t h a t a n u m b e r of c lubs m a y a t t r i b u t e t h e i r 
s a t i s f a c t o r y o p e r a t i n g and financial show-
ing th i s s e a s o n to a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
b e t w e e n t h e i r o p e r a t i n g bosses . 

A t t e n t i o n will be given a t t h e B o s t o n 
m e e t i n g to o p e r a t i n g s t a t e m e n t s of r ep re -
s e n t a t i v e golf c lubs wi th a v iew to mak-
i n g c o m m e n t a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s b a s e d 
on t h e ana ly s i s of e x p e r t s in t h e cour se , 
h o u s e and pro d e p a r t m e n t s . 

Golf Is Busy, Paying Business at 

Public Parks 
D U S H IS GIVEN to t he ex t ens ion of golf 
' i n publ ic p a r k s by t he a u t h o r i t a t i v e fig-
u r e s fo r 1930 a p p e a r i n g in t h e 1931 Year-
book of t h e N a t i o n a l Rec rea t ion a s s ' n , 315 
F o u r t h ave., N e w Y o r k city. A to t a l of 233 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s r e p o r t 312 golf courses , of 
wh ich 160 a r e 18-hole courses and 152 nine-
hole. Income f r o m t h e nine-hole cou r ses 
r e p o r t i n g is $781,343.38, wh ich exceeds t h e 
o p e r a t i n g costs by $192,056.94. I n c o m e 
f r o m the r e p o r t i n g 18-hole courses i s $2,-
544,200.43, wh ich exceeds the o p e r a t i n g cost 
by $769,720.12. T h i s excess is no t to be 
pro- ra ted a s 67 cour ses r epor t ed income 
a n d 63 r epor t ed cost of opera t ion . 

P a r t i c i p a n t s per season a t t he 65 18-hole 
cou r ses g iv ing t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n w e r e 5,110,-
142, a n ave rage of 78,617 r o u n d s pe r re-
p o r t i n g course . Ave rage l eng th of season 
a t t h e 18-hole courses was n ine m o n t h s a n d 
t h r e e weeks . 

A t t h e 55 nine-hole courses r e p o r t i n g t h e 
a m o u n t of play, t h e r e w e r e 2,410,409 
r o u n d s , an a v e r a g e of 43,825 r o u n d s pe r 
cou r se d u r i n g a season repor ted as ave rag-
i n g 8.27 m o n t h s . T h e r e were 87,668 f e w e r 
baseba l l p a r t i c i p a n t s t h a n golf pa r t i c i -
p a n t s , a l t hough 4,322 basebal l d i a m o n d s 
w e r e repor ted . 

Golf courses and s t a d i u m s were t h e on ly 
pub l i c r ec rea t ion p l a n t s h a v i n g income ex-
ceed ing o p e r a t i n g cost . 


