
Southern Course Building, Too, 
Needs Right Man on Job Early 

By RALPH H. HALL 
Go l f Course Arch i tec t and Constructor 

WE in the South are faced with prob-
lems, some of which have been 
most successfully met , considerably 

different f rom our n o r t h e r n brothers . 
There, they have a p laying season consid-
erably shor te r than our s and, as a resul t , 
the i r greens and f a i rways a re given a 
chance to recupera te even though the 
weather is bi t ter ly cold and perhaps 
every th ing is blanketed unde r a foot or 
two of snow. 

Green-chairman and commit tees should 
insist t h a t the club d i rec tors allow them 
to employ a capable course archi tect and, 
at t he same time, they should contact and 
contract wi th the man ' whom they want 
as greenkeeper . He should be on the job 
when the first shovelful of d i r t is moved 
so tha t , f rom his experiences and knowl-
edge gained while the job is going on, he 
will be able to meet in te l l igent ly any fu-
tu re problem tha t should ar ise . He would 
then know and not be guessing. 

Drainage Is the Start 
Let us assume, for our example, tha t we 

have a typical piece of land not too roll-
ing, nor flat nor very heavily wooded. Of 
all the fac tors entering^ in to the construc-
tion the most impor tan t is, to my mind, 
t ha t of dra inage. Too m u c h s t ress cannot 
be placed on having t h e en t i r e course 
properly drained. Th i s does not mean 
tha t the en t i re t r ac t m u s t have sub-sur-
face piping, but it does mean tha t excess 
water , in the form of ra in , spr ing dis-
charges, etc., must be deposi ted into some 
cen t ra l discharge point as a lake, creek 
or be impounded for pumping purposes. 

T h e greenkeepers ' f irst real job is to get 
out on the ent i re course whi le a terr if ic 
ra in is fa l l ing even though he has in his 
possession a real ly excellent topographi-
cal su rvey of the proper ty . He will see 
and should make notes of, d ra inage neces-
si t ies t h a t no topo would show and which 
would, if neglected, ra i se ha l le lu jah wi th 
his ma in t enance budget in f u t u r e years, 
provided, of course, that he has in mind a 

course as near ly perfect as is possible 
to obtain. 

Whenever it is determined to instal l 
s torm culverts the more quickly they a re 
placed the bet ter . All open ditches should 
be thoroughly cleaned out and sha rp bends 
should be softened so as not to impede the 
flow of wate r which will, in tu rn , prevent 
numerous wash-outs, flooding of f a i rways 
and bank erosion. Low wet places should be 
piped with perfora ted metal pipe immediate-
ly and the t renches back-filled wi th the 
smal l stones which would otherwise have 
to be hauled off or buried under some fill 
only to cause t rouble la ter on. 

I, personally, am thoroughly sold on the 
perfora ted metal pipe for th is purpose for, 
hav ing tr ied every th ing else along wi th it, 
i t is the one medium which, once instal led, 
never has given the slightest t rouble . 

Pa r t i cu l a r a t t en t ion should be given to 
the areas set as ide for the greens. No-
where else on the course is d ra inage so 
vi tal . I t ma t t e r s not what your pu t t i ng 
su r face is but, if you want it perfect , then 
d r a i n it perfect ly. 

Stick with Greens Till Finish 
The construct ion of the greens is the 

nex t m a j o r s tep in the work and, by the 
word greens, I mean an area completely 
encirc l ing the p u t t i n g surface for at least 
an addi t ional 25 feet . If you a re filling 
on a port ion of t h i s area bear in mind 
t h a t the en t i re a rea should be plowed, and 
deeply, before you s t a r t to fill. Should the 
fill be a shallow one you can usual ly ob-
ta in soil of equal fer t i l i ty f rom the exca-
vat ion of the t r a p s and the balance of the 
cut can a lways be used rough in the 
mounds and undula t ions . 

Once you have s tar ted the construct ion 
of a green, s tay wi th it unt i l you have 
finished i t even to the seeding if possible. 
T h i s does not mean tha t no other work 
should or can be going on. The point I 
w a n t to make is not to shape and prepare 
the green for seeding, or near ly so, and 
then let it si t so long that it has to have 



Use E-Z-T Golfers 

A Perfect 
Tee 

Every 
Time 

On Your Practice Course 
Tee 50 Balls Without Reloading 
Gives your club m e m b e r s m o r e real dr iv-
ing p rac t i ce in 15 minu te s t h a n they now 
get in an hour. Especia l ly apprec ia ted by 
women golfers, because it e l imina tes 
a w k w a r d bending. P r o s r ecommend it . 

Jus t a Tap on t he Pedal 
With Club Tees the Ball 

Opera t e s efficiently ou tdoors or inside. 
Por tab le . Easi ly ins ta l led anywhere . 
Simple and fool-proof in opera t ion . 

Write Dept. E for New Descriptive Folder 
I>ocal Sales Representatives Wanted. 

INTERNATIONAL GOLF EQUIPMENT CO. 
Toledo Ohio 

W h e n canny Scotch 
clubmaters liaa done 
their b e s t < . enqtii 

[us 
m a d e 

uLs easiest 
tli for novice 

ert 
B E S T IN G O L F 

BUTCHART-NICHOLLS CO., SPRINGDALE, CONN. 
Makers of Golf Clubs, Woods and Irons; Golf Bags 
and Accessories . . . of the Highest Quality. 

Pacific Coast Dist., Curley-Bates Co., 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle 

a n o t h e r dup l i ca t ion of effor t in o r d e r to 
finish it. T h e p r e p a r a t i o n of t he g r o u n d 
of a g reen ' s a r e a so t h a t a n exce l len t a n d 
per fec t ly h a r d y s t a n d of g r a s s will be ob-
t a ined a n d t h e n easi ly m a i n t a i n e d is a , 
sub jec t in itself a n d should be t r e a t e d as 
such. 

F a i r w a y s of course come next . Deep 
plowing, t h o r o u g h c lean ing out of s tones 
a n d roo ts and al l fo re ign ma te r i a l s , p rope r 
f e r t i l i za t ion a n d a renewed a c q u a i n t a n c e 
w i th our f r i e n d Mr. Dra inage a l w a y s has 
produced excel lent resul t s . If t he soil is ( 
no t too poor, a fine s t and of B e r m u d a can 
usua l ly be ob ta ined quickly by ob t a in ing 
a few mil l ion roo t s f rom local f a r m e r s or 
a n u r s e r y m a n ( w h o usual ly p l a n t s i t on 
h i s t e r r a c e s to p r e v e n t erosion a n d t h e n 
is eager to give mos t of i t a w a y d u e to 
i t s hab i t of t r y i n g to ga in possess ion of 
al l of h i s l a n d ) . Chop them u p wel l a n d * 
d i s t r i b u t e t h e m by broadcas t a n d then 
h a r r o w t h e m in . I 've a lways been told to 
plow unde r b u t I have secured m u c h bet-
t e r and much q u i c k e r r e su l t s by d i sc ing 
t h e m in. 

One o the r smal l t ip . Regard les s of how 
well you have p icked up s tones , s l ip over 
i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r a r a i n to a f a i r w a y t h a t 1 

h a s been p repa red a n d if you don ' t find a 
couple of t h o u s a n d add i t iona l s tones I'll 
buy you a ha t . 

If you a r e t r oub l ed wi th c r ab g r a s s or 
o t h e r pests too n u m e r o u s to m e n t i o n plow 
y o u r f a i r w a y s l igh t ly or h a r r o w t h e m 
deeply once a week fo r about t h r e e weeks 
ea r ly in t he sp r ing . I t ' s a c u r e t h a t is 
c e r t a i n to ob ta in resu l t s . 

If you a r e w o r k i n g on ro l l ing g r o u n d it ' 
wi l l be a lmos t compulso ry to r u n a para l -
lel d i tch or d i t ches a long t he upper edge 
of the f a i r w a y in order to m i n i m i z e the 
e ros ion of you r newly planted seed. I t is 
a s imple m a t t e r , a f t e r the g r a s s in t he 
f a i r w a y is well es tabl i shed , to go back a n d 
e l i m i n a t e t h e d i t ch if absolute ly necessa ry . 

Careful About Trap Banks 
I n t he cons t ruc t i on of your t r a p s , s ecu re 

i m m e d i a t e l y a good, thick, tough sod and 
p r e p a r e t h e b a n k s mos t t h o r o u g h l y fo r 
s eed ing as t h e r e is, to my mind , no o the r 
po r t i on of t h e c o u r s e which rece ives as 
r o u g h a n d t h o u g h t l e s s t r e a t m e n t a s t h e 
b a n k s of t r a p s . T h e base of t h e t r a p < 
should be wel l t a m p e d a n d t r e n c h e d so 
t h a t r a i n f a l l wi l l be ca r r i ed a w a y a l m o s t 
a s f a s t as i t fa l ls . Use a good_aize oLdrain 
t i le , filling each j o i n t e i the r w i th c ru shed 
s tone or c i n d e r s to p reven t t he sand itself 
b e i n g ca r r i ed a w a y . 



Clean Up During Construction 
Clean up as you go along and , in addi-

tion, have a thorough clean-up campaign 
prior to the opening of the course and reg-

•v ularly the rea f t e r . If you remove leaves, 
small stones, roots, etc., all t h rough your 
course boundaries , the caddies, smal l boys 
and even some players with whom I am 
famil iar will not be tempted to l i t te r the 
course wi th t h e m and many a fa i rway 
mowing blade will not be ru ined . Heavy 
rains , too, will pile up the r e f u s e unless 

•» you yourself c a r r y it all away once. 
Tr im all the deadwood out of trees 

border ing the course while construct ion 
is going on. You can haul away ten loads 
of it a t th i s t ime cheaper t h a n you can 
one a f te r t he course has been opened. In-
sist, too, on a serviceable road fo r you to 
move your main tenance equ ipment and, 

f last of all, don ' t recommend the purchase 
of any kind of equipment unless i t is of 
the best. 

Volunteer Member Labor Cuts 
Costs at Lakefield 

• * H E R E a re close to 6,000 golf courses in 
I the United Sta tes , among which can be 

found layouts of all degrees of pre tent ious-
ness f rom t h e million dollar e s tab l i shment , 
with luxuries and services on all sides, to 
the humble l i t t le cross-roads club whose 
l inks consis t of li t t le more t han n ine tin 
cans spot ted about a pas ture . Yet one for-
tuna te th ing abou t the game of golf is the 
fac t t ha t t he e labora teness of t he layout 

^has little to do wi th the members ' enthusi-
a sm for the game. Be it ever so humble, 
there ' s no game like golf. 

As an example of how inexpens ive yet 
sa t i s fac tory golf can be, consider t he Lake-
field (Minn.) Golf Club with i t s 9-hole 
course laid over 40 acres of r a t h e r rolling 
and hilly t e r ra in . Lakefield c h a r g e s its 

' m e m b e r s only $10 annual dues, $5.00 for 
women, and m a n a g e s to meet all expenses 
wi thout ser ious assessments . The answer 
lies in the fine co-operation the m e m b e r s 
give whenever t he r e is work to be done 
about the club. In a le t ter to GOLFDOM, 
George A. Payne , secre ta ry of t h e Lake-
field club, tel ls of this, as fol lows: 

* "We hire a m a n to work a f t e r n o o n s only 
for $50 per month . He keeps our g rounds 
mowed and finds t ime also to t a k e ca re of 
our sand g reens . W e rigged up a n old 
Ford and have a 3-section mower . 

" W h e n this m a n finds he is r u n n i n g be-
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CLICK 

C O L O N E L S ! 
CLICK COLONELS sell easily 
a n d sell f a s t ! F o r over 25 years 
go l fe rs eve rywhere h a v e a c -
c l a i m e d COLONELS f o r t h e i r 
s p l e n d i d all ' r o i m d p e r f o r -
m a n c e f r o m t ee t o g reen—in 
a c c u r a c y . . . . d i s t a n c e . . . . d u r a -
b i l i t y . O u r n a t i o n a l n e w s -
p a p e r a d v e r t i s i n g s t a r t s t h i s 
m o n t h . I t will s e n d people 
i n t o y o u r s t o r e t o b u y CLICK 
COLONELS. B e r e a d y for 
t h e m ! 

75c $9 O O The e n t i r e l i n e of 
Colonel Golf Balls is 

E A C H made i n t h e new, PER DOZ. 
Retail Price official 1.55-1.68 s ize. Retail Price 

ST. MUNGO MFG. CO. OF AMERICA 
121 Sylvan Avenue Newark, N . J. 


