
P. G-A.Tourney Chief Sees Big 
International Money Ahead 

By HERB GRAFFIS 

PP R O F E S S I O N A L tou rnamen t golf a t this 
t ime is in t ranqui l mid-channel . The 
r ema inde r of the route in s ight p resen t s 

only rout ine technical p roblems of pilot-
ing. Those p laying pro t r easu re por ts be-
yond the ken of the advance schedule as it 
s t ands today may o r may not be reached— 
the success of the ent i re cruise being com-
pletely up to some pros who h a v e not, to 
date , given any g rea t evidence of being 
able to ship as co-operating m e m b e r s of 
the crew. Unless the s te l lar pe r fo rmers 
among the pros can uni te on a bas is tha t 
considers t he good of the game as well as 
for thei r own fores ighted welfare , the opu-
lent potent ia l i t ies of exhibi t ion golf prob-
ably will p re sen t themselves only in the 
dim, d i s tan t f u t u r e . And tha t will be long 
a f t e r t he p r e s e n t crop of club swingers is 
pas t the i r playing prime. 

The t e m p e r a m e n t a l and h ighly individ-
ual is t ic a th l e t e s on the playing ros t e r put 
fo r th the usua l unwelcome problems of 
managing a band of pr ima donnas . Hal 
Sharkey ' s brow was fu r rowed like an Oak-
mont t r a p a f t e r a season as impresa r io for 
the pro t r oupe r s and when the gen t lemen 
of the f a i rway ensemble signed off on con-
t r ibut ing 10 per cent of t he t o u r n a m e n t 
chest toward the operat ions of t he tourna-
ment bureau of the P. G. A., Sha rkey ' s sigh 
of relief could be hea rd f r o m coast to 
coast. 

To the ve t e r an Bob Har low t h e n was en-
t rus ted the de l ica te mission of ge t t ing the 
10 per cent necessa ry for t o u r n a m e n t pro-
motion and operat ion direct ly f r o m the 
sponsors of t he tournaments . At the be-
ginning Har low was put on t h e spot in a 
merci less m a n n e r and bore the b run t of 
cross-fire f rom chamber of commerce of-
ficials and spor t wr i t e r s main ly because 
he was fol lowing the policy d ic ta ted by 
pros. T h e t ime was auspic ious for some 
beefing. Genera l business condi t ions made 
i t r a t h e r tough for the t o u r n a m e n t spon-
sors to ra ise money and the spor t wr i ters 
sought su rcease f rom ennui wi th a reverse 
Engl ish s lant on t ou rnamen t golf. Shoot-
ing at the t r a ined seals of t h e golf «how 

was grea t , novel spor t and Bob in protean 
capac i ty as the bull seal balancing the 
gilded ball, caught a pe r fec t game of criti-
cism a t the s ta r t of t he winter season. 
W h e n Har low tu rned and barked back a t 
the he rd ' s to rmentors and the cr i t ics stop-
ped to th ink things over, they came to the 
s a m e conclusion a s the major i ty of the 
golfing public; t o u r n a m e n t golf is a g rea t 
act . The conclusion was confirmed by ex-
cel lent gates a t the win te r circuit s tops. 

Players Propaganda Agents. 
It will be f ree ly admi t t ed by anyone who 

knows the golf bus iness tha t t o u r n a m e n t 
and exhibit ion play is one of the vi tal ly 
i m p o r t a n t fac to rs in promotion of t h e 
game. S tar pe r fo rmer s f rom the o the r 
side had much to do with arousing in t e res t 
in golf dur ing its adolescence in the Uni ted 
S ta tes . Barns to rming by the colorful Ha-
gen, h is contemporar ies , and luminar ies of 
t he younger school have brought thousands 
into the game as en thus i a s t s and s tuden t s . 
Sh i f t i ng the scenes, handl ing the spot l ight , 
wr i t ing the script , sel l ing and collect ing 
the t ickets , billing the town and peddl ing 
tes t imonia ls , was the job of the versa t i l e 
Har low. For the sufficient reason tha t no 
o the r m a n has had such extensive and suc-
cess fu l experience in building t o u r n a m e n t 
golf or is in such close touch with t h a t 
ang le of the game today, Har low's v iews 
a re deserv ing of pro thought . 

" W i t h Jones s tepp ing aside," says Har-
low, "pro playing has i ts grea t chance to 
benefi t . In te res t in t h e successor to the 
J o n e s crown can be made to mean cash 
for the profess ionals if they let it be known 
by word and act ion t h a t the good of the 
g a m e is their fo remos t thought of pro golf. 
The field can be buil t up to in te rna t iona l 
d imens ions for the Amer ican professionals . 
I t is ve ry fo r tuna t e t h a t the Ryder cup 
m a t c h e s will be held th is first year of 
Jones ' r e t i r emen t and t h a t the Argen t ine 
profess iona ls will play here this year . 
T h a t l ively e lement of in te rna t iona l com-
pet i t ion will produce a gallery in te res t f a r 
in excess of the degree that would attach 



• 

< 

to competi t ion between the r e s iden t play-
ers. The re a r e excellent p rospec t s tha t 
we may have some Japanese profess ionals 

, in some of our tou rnament s in t h e near fu-
ture. Hagen, Kirkwood, Cru ickshank and 
Mehlhorn can tes t i fy tha t the or ien ta l s put 
for th a brand of golf tha t will increase 
galleries. 

Who Succeeds Jones? 
"During the winter i t inerary t he r e was 

much gallery speculat ion as to wrho would 
be Jones ' successor . I am convinced tha t 
this had no l i t t le to do with the large gal-
leries around the circuit. S t a r t i ng With 
Salt Lake City the last week in October 
and ending with Augusta, la te in March, 
the recent t ou rnamen t schedule presented 
19 events , with a prize to ta l of $111,300. 
Success of these tou rnamen t s and con-
tac t s made a t them assure a more exten-
sive and r icher campaign nex t winter . 
New Orleans is tentat ively s lated for the 
week a f t e r the Mardi Gras, Mexico City is 
definitely commit ted to an Open, and ap-
proximately 20 additional even ts a re in 

prospect , among them being opens a t 
Phoenix, El Paso, Beaumont , Brownsvil le, 
Vancouver , Seatt le, Char les ton, S. C., and 
Char lo t te , N. C. At Char lo t t e it is hoped 
to have the t o u r n a m e n t a fea ture of t he 
formal opening of a $150,000 clubhouse. 

"New tou rnamen t s s la ted for the sum-
mer a re a t Omaha, K a n s a s City, St. Cloud, 
Minn., Wheel ing, and possibly Chicago. 
Chicago 's Junior C h a m b e r of Commerce 
hopes to inaugura te th is year a $10,000 
Open and make it an annua l event , wi th 
$50,000 being offered in 1933, which is 
Wor ld ' s Fa i r year in the Windy City. 

"Dur ing last season t h e largest en t ry a t 
an Open was a t Los Angeles , with a field of 
425. The smallest field was a t Har l ingen , 
Texas , wi th 80 players . The Har l ingen 
t o u r n a m e n t definitely put tha t flourishing 
and promis ing spot in the publicity m a p 
and presen ted an excel lent example of 
w h a t r ich r ewards come to a communi ty 
conduct ing an Open. The average field fo r 
the t o u r n a m e n t s was a round 200. Of th is 
n u m b e r f rom 20 to 50 were t ravel ing on 
the circui t . Al Espinosa and Hor ton Smi th 
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Seed, Fertilize, Sand, Top Dress and Spread Chemicals 
with the H O F I V 1 A I V I M 

DISTRIBUTOR 
Take H spreading 
off the payroll. 

I WRITE 
at once for 
full detail* and 
name of nearest dealer. 

T h e H o f m a n n AU-Purpose Dis t r ibu tor is needed 
every day around every golf course. Eco-

nomical—eff ic ien t—amazingly t ho rough — 
a n d then some! 
Reduced Prices. Increased and s impl i -
fied produc t ion—mul t ip l ied d e m a n d — 
today enables your Club to en joy H o f -
m a n n f ea tu r e s a t pr ice reduc t ions a s 
high as 33%%. H o f m a n n Dis t r ibu to rs 
today cost only f r o m $8 to $30. Four 
popular sizes, r a n g i n g f rom 18?* to 48" 
spread . There ' s a best size fo r your 
needs—and you o u g h t to be us ing it now. 

T H E S A L E M T O O L CO., Salem, O . 



Now Is the Time 
to prepare 

For Next Summer's Droughts 

Send 

THE SLOW ROTARY 
A P E R F E C T S P R I N K L E R 

for watering 
P U T T I N G G R E E N S OR F A I R W A Y S 

If it does not sell itself it may be re-
turned at our expense. 

CAMPBELL IRRIGATION COMPANY 
Malcolm C. Lndlam, Prop. 

W O O D B U R Y N E W J E R S E Y 

NUTRIA 
PEAT MOSS 

for Playable 
Turf 

Nutria Peat Moss, properly 
mixed, has been proved the 
ideal base for greens, as well 
as for improving barren fair-
ways. It accommodates any 
fertilizer and holds 15 times 
its weight in water, yet costs 
no more than ordinary black 
dirt. Nutria Granulated is 
especially suitable for top 
dressing. 

N U T R I A P E A T M O S S C O . 
340 Stinson Blvd. Minneapolis 

Please send sample of Nutria, with 
prices and full information. 

Name 

Address City. 

w e r e t he only two w h o made t he c o m p l e t e 
tou r . 

"Of the 19 Open e v e n t s on t h e c i rcu i t , 
e i g h t of t h e m w e r e o r ig ina ted by t h e P. 
G. A. t o u r n a m e n t b u r e a u . " 

H a r l o w ' s r e f e r e n c e to t he ac t iv i t i e s of 
t h e t o u r n a m e n t b u r e a u in bui ld ing up t h e 
p l ay ing pro t o u r n a m e n t payrol l shows t h a t 
it is very m u c h to p ro a d v a n t a g e to h a v e 
th i s w o r k p r o s e c u t e d to the fu l l e s t e x t e n t . 
T h e p ros g e t m o r e money , t he communi -
t i e s ge t more publ ic i ty and golf ge t s m o r e 
a d v e r t i s i n g and s a l e s deve lopmen t f r o m 
t h e s e t o u r n a m e n t s . How, then , to finance 
t h e b u r e a u ? Some of t he pros who com-
p e t e in the t o u r n a m e n t s a re no t P . G. A. 
m e m b e r s , c e r t a i n m e n in th is g r o u p b e i n g 
u n a b l e to qua l i fy u n d e r P. G. A. b u s i n e s s 
p rac t i ce r e q u i r e m e n t s . But a t t h a t , P res i -
d e n t Hal l of t he P . G. A. is keen ly a w a r e 
of t h e a d v e r t i s i n g poss ibi l i t ies of t h e 
t o u r n a m e n t s and w a n t s to work out a p l a n 
t h a t will m a k e e f f ec t ive use of t h e t ou rna -
m e n t bu reau in e x t e n d i n g t he m a r k e t f o r 
t h e g a m e and pro se rv ice . J u s t w h a t c a n 
be worked out in b a l a n c i n g t h e s e two ele-
m e n t s sti l l is p rob lemat ica l . 

T h e m a n u f a c t u r e r s who benef i t f r o m t h e 
d i r e c t a d v e r t i s i n g a n d m a r k e t develop-
m e n t of t he t o u r n a m e n t s also h a v e a n in-
t e r e s t in the m a t t e r . Most of all, t h o u g h , 
t h e p lay ing p ros t h e m s e l v e s h a v e — o r 
shou ld h a v e — s t a r ro l e s in t h e o p e r a t i o n of 
t h e t o u r n a m e n t b u r e a u . E i t h e r t h e y wil l 
ge t t o g e t h e r qu ick ly in e s t a b l i s h i n g a 
s o u n d and f a r - r e a c h i n g p l a t f o r m u p o n 
w h i c h t he t o u r n a m e n t bu reau can w o r k or 
r u n a se r ious r i s k of be ing iden t i f i ed 
e v e n t u a l l y as eggs t h a t s layed t h e go lden 
goose . 

Mid-Wes t Greensmen Hold First 
Ou tdoo r Meet ing 

F I R S T 1931 o u t d o o r m e e t i n g of the Mid-
* W e s t G r e e n k e e p e r s ' Ass 'n w a s he ld 
Apr i l 27 a t St . A n d r e w s , 36-hole l ayou t in 
t h e Chicago d i s t r i c t , w h e r e L. L. L o w e h a s 
j u s t t a k e n ove r t h e g r o u n d s s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
job. 

T h e m o r n i n g w a s devoted to a n inspec-
t ion of t h e St. A n d r e w s courses , a f t e r 
w h i c h the g r e e n k e e p e r s m e t f o r discus-
s ion of seve ra l i m p o r t a n t a s soc ia t ion ma t -
t e r s a round t he l unch tables . An i n f o r m a l 
t o u r n a m e n t was p layed in t he a f t e r n o o n . 

Most i m p o r t a n t of t h e m a t t e r s t a k e n u p 
w a s t h e ques t ion of w h e t h e r o r n o t to 
c h a n g e t he n a m e of t h e o rgan iza t ion f r o m 
"Mid-West Greenkeepe r s ' Ass 'n ." 


