
Movie Teaching Helps American 
Game, Says Henry Cotton 

MA K I N G GOLF instruction a science 
instead of an art is considered pos-
sible by the studious young British 

professional, Henry Cotton. Cotton, writ-
ing in Golf Illustrated of London on uni-
formity in golf instruction, credits the 
American professionals' use of slow mo-
tion pictures in instruction and analysis 
as one of the substantial factors in Ameri-
can golfing success. 

Cotton says: 

"Whi ls t I am very young, and whilst I 
fully appreciate the rapidity of progress 
in golf today, I sometimes wonder if uni-
formity of teaching in golf wil l come even 
in my time. There seem to be so many 
prejudices, I nearly wrote so much pride, 
to be overcome. But that this uniformity 
will utlimately arrive I am as certain as I 
am of anything. 

" I t seems that golf tuition today is over-
loaded with an absurd amount of trivali-
ties, of unessentials. W e seem to spend so 
much time telling the beginner of things 
he need not know. W e are so prone to in-
vestigate movements that should be quite 
natural and unconscious, and by placing 
the results of these investigations in de-
tail before the beginner to defeat the very 
object at which we are aiming. W e teach 
him so much about the unconscious move-
ments that they cease to be unconscious, 
and by being made conscious they become 
stultified and incorrect. I am sure that 
we must reach a point in golf teaching 
where we direct the beginner's mind to 
the absolute essentials, the fundamentals 
of the game. 

Picture the Beginner. 
" In this latter endeavor I am sure that 

we shall ultimately rely upon the slow-
motion camera. There is no doubt in my 
mind that every up-to-date instructor 
should be armed with a slow-motion 
camera, but I realize the difficulty of this 
in the matter of expense. For these 
cameras must be pure slow-motion affairs, 
so that we may stop the film at any chosen 
point. And the cost of such a parapherna-
lia, I believe, would be somewhere in the 
region of £1,000. (Cotton apparently re-

fers to 35 mm. equipment instead of 16 * 
mm. equipment as used by American pros. 
This American Fi lmo camera and projector 
costs about $500.—Editor.) 

"Slow-motion photography, as demon-
strated in the various golf journals, has 
assisted the beginner to a marked degree. 
But the looking at photographs of acknowl-
edged masters is not sufficient, not even * 
when these photographs and the lessons 
they teach are interpreted by those with 
the knowledge to speak. It is the beginner 
who needs to be photographed at different 
stages of his progress. 

" A t present we take a beginner out onto 
the course, and we get at his faults by 
watching the result of his shots. If we 
had slow-motion photographs of that be-
ginner making those shots, we should see 
where he went wrong. Most important of 
all, he would be able to see the mistakes 
too, and so would find them far easier to 
correct. 

Americans Prove Case. 
" I attribute much of the success of Amer- t 

ican golf to the f reer use of slow-motion 
photography over there than over here. I 
am sometimes taken to task for constantly 
citing the lessons to be learnt from the 
leading American players. I am some-
times told that I have become obsessed 
with the playing abilities of the leading 
American players. But have not the 
American golfers proved themselves? 

" I f an individual or a number of indivi-
duals, go on moving from success to suc-
cess, should we not investigate their meth-
ods in the closest possible degree? There 
is an uniformity about these American 
players which, to me, shouts a lesson to 
be learned. I translate this uniformity 
to mean that these golfers have got nearer 
to the fundamentals of the game, and have 
cut out a lot of the useless frills. I hap-
pen to know this to be a fact, and I am 
positive that the slow-motion camera has 
played a very big part in getting the Amer-
ican gol fer where he Is today. 

"Th is uniformity among the Americans, 
and the lack of uniformity among our-
selves, is most marked in the amateur 



ranks. Take some of their leading ama-
teurs. T a k e as examples, Bobby Jones, 
George von Elm, Francis Ouimet and 
Johnny Dawson. In that group there is an 
essential uni formity in the de l i ve ry of the 
club. You can pick them out at a lmost the 
length of a course. You see any one of 
those men playing a shot in the dim dis-
tance and the thought immediate ly strikes 
one, ' The re is an Amer i can go l fer . ' 

" N o w compare that uni formi ty with the 
lack of uni formity in the de l i ve ry of the 
club with some of our leading amateurs. 
Take as examples, Roger Wethered , Cyri l 
To l l ey , Rex Hart ley , Dr. Twedde l l and Nel-
son Smith, the Scottish player. Can you 
find a col lect ion of first-class players who 
vary in a more considerable degree in re-
gard to the de l ivery of the club than that 
col lect ion of p layers? 

" I purposely direct the reader 's attention 
to one particular point and that the de-
l i very of the club, because there you have, 
in my humble opinion, one of the great 
essentials of this game. W e are apt to for-
ge t that great essential ." 

Cotton is not alone in his bel ie f that golf 
instruction is working toward a pro-
nounced simpli f ication. A number of the 
most successful Amer ican instructors 
have done e f f ec t ive work in this direction 
during the last three years. George Sar-
gent, who has studied the P. G. A. motion 
pictures more than any other professional, 
says that the outstanding convict ion re-
sulting f r om his research wi th the pictures 
is that it may be possible to reduce golf 
instruction to a very f ew govern ing de-
tails. 

P. G . A . Fire and Theft Insurance 

Big Saving 

GR O U P F I R E and thef t insurance, now 
avai lable to members of the Profes-

sional Go l fers ' association, has been taken 
up eager ly by members ent i t led to get 
such policies. In a number of cases at 
metropol i tan distr ict clubs the savings of 
this group insurance are more than double 
the amount of the annual P. G. A . dues. 

Wi th in four days af ter the announce-
ment of the fire and theft insurance avail-
abil ity, more than $60,000 in policies was 
applied for. In less than a week one claim 
was in process of sett lement. It is ex-
pected that the P . G. A. thef t insurance un-
der the new arrangement wi l l mater ia l ly 

reduce thefts at pro shops as the insur- -1 

ance company's detect ive and prosecuting 
line-up usually is more persistent and 
tougher than the local authorities brought 
into such cases. 

In the announcement of the new P. G. A . 
insurance, A lber t R . Gates, business ad-
ministrator, said to the members : 

" A s you are undoubtedly aware we have 
been working for some time to procure a 
sa fe and suitable insurance policy under 
the group plan to cover fire, theft, and all 
r isks of loss and damage to golf clubs, gol f 
balls, gol f bags, personal and other equip-
ment belonging to the assured, whether in 
the shop of the member or in his pr ivate , 
dwe l l ing house, hotel or elsewhere. 

" W e are glad to advise you that we have 
now completed arrangements with L loyds 
of London, through W . A. A lexander & 
Company of Chicago, to provide you wi th 
an excel lent coverage , and we have pro-
cured a rate of $2.00 per $100 which is ap-
proximate ly 50 per cent less than could be i 
obtained through ordinary channels. You 
are already aware that in many cases the f t 
insurance is almost impossible to obtain, 
and we are very much grati f ied that w e 
have been able to make an arrangement 
which wi l l af ford you such excel lent pro-
tection at so low a cost. 

"Should you desire to be covered by this 
pol icy, you wi l l kindly fill out and return . 
to this off ice immediate ly application blank, 
which is herewith enclosed. You wi l l no-
t ice in the application that insurance must 
be carried for the ful l value of the prop-
erty insured. The rate being so low, we 
are unable to carry the premiums for more 
than 30 days but would suggest that you 
enclose your check payable to this Asso-
ciat ion fo r the amount of insurance you 
desire figured on the rate above quoted. 

" I n case you have already placed your 
insurance for the coming year, you can 
perhaps make an arrangement to have it 
cancel led and take advantage of the low 
rate we are quoting you above. " 

Special railroad rates to the 

P.G.A. Business Conference, 

Columbus, Ohio, June 23-24. 

Write P.G.A. headquarters for details. 


