
Chaplain Lauds His Pros 
—Suggests Amateur Counsel 

By REV. JOHN B. KELLY 
(Chaplain, Metropolitan P. G . A.) 

GO L F is the modern spor t of the 
wor ld ' s ru l e r s—the p a s t i m e of Pres-
iden t s and Kings . I t is a na t iona l 

game in t h e t rue sense of t h e t e rm—not a 
sport of spectators , bu t of par t ic ipants . 
If i t can be said t ru ly t h a t money ta lks 
then t h i s game has a n e loquen t s tory to 
tell of Amer ican devotees w h o have spent 
four a n d one-half bi l l ions of dol lars in i t s 
charms . T h e gua rd i ans dedica ted to the 
protect ion of these b i l l ions a r e the pro-
fess ional gol fers of Amer ica . 

The golf profess ional occupies a posi-
tion of un ique d igni ty as t h e t u t o r of Pres-
idents and po ten ta tes a long wi th the pre-
lates a n d d ign i t a r i e s of re l ig ion who si t 
a t h is fee t as avid disciples seeking the 
pr inciples of or thodox s t roke-making . Sci-
en t i s t s who discover and revea l secrets of 
cosmic o rder , or of powers to be harnessed 
for t h e necessi t ies a n d c o m f o r t s of all 
the i r fe l lowmen, become schoolboys once 
again d r i n k i n g in h is expos i t ion of prin-
ciples and theor ies t h a t wi l l , they hope, 
aid t hem in b r eak ing t h e c e n t u r y figures 
s ca r r ing t h e i r score-cards. E m p e r o r s ru l ing 
over i n d u s t r i a l domains t h a t a r e conquests 
of t h e five cont inen ts seek h im out as 
the i r m a s t e r . Leaders of socie ty 's inmost 
elite-men and women who d e t e r m i n e the 
c u r r e n t modes and m a n n e r s of civiliza-
t ion 's mi l l ions seek out t h e p ro to obta in 
f rom h i m t h e correct g e s t u r e in t r ans fe r -
r ing a t i ny sphere f r o m sand- t r ap to cup 
on the w a i t i n g green. 

The profess ional golfer of America is 
today conscious of the d ign i ty of h is call-
ing and of the r e s u l t a n t respons ib i l i ty to 
meet t h e d e m a n d s of h i s office. He has 
formed an associat ion fo r t h e purpose of 
p romot ing golf i n t e re s t s In t h e coun t ry 
while a r r a n g i n g for t h e pro tec t ion of i t s 
members who mee t r e g u l a r l y to apply con-
s t ruc t ive m e a s u r e s of g r o u p act ion, and to 
apply to t h e best a d v a n t a g e the f u n d s 
collected fo r benevolent ca re of needy and 
dese rv ing members . 

T h e profess iona l golfer w e a r s a t i t le 
which very n a t u r a l l y suggests compar i son 
w i t h o ther bodies of gent lemen k n o w n as 
"profess iona l men . " The lawyers , physi-
c ians , engineers , and o ther possessors of 
col legiate honors a r e they who m a k e up 
t h e ros ter of a n a t i o n ' s sons in honorab le 
profess ions . T h e golf p rofess iona l of 
Amer ica has t a k e n only the first s teps 
t oward the rea l iza t ion of h is u l t i m a t e hope 
of a t t a i n i n g def ini te s t a n d a r d s to be de-
m a n d e d of each member . T h e l ead ing 
sp i r i t s in the p ro fess ion will d e m a n d a cer-
t a in m i n i m u m coun t to be ea rned be fo re 
g iv ing t h e ind iv idua l a s p i r a n t t h e recogni-
t ion of fu l l member sh ip . He wil l be given 
ce r t a in counts fo r proficiency in p lay ing 
t h e game, o the r s f o r h i s abi l i ty to i m p a r t 
the pr inciples of cor rec t play to h i s pu-
pils, while sti l l o t h e r s wil l be given fo r h i s 
bus iness and club of applied knowledge in 
opera t ion and p romot ion abi l i ty . He m a y 
see the day when he will be p romoted 
or demoted in accordance wi th the resu l t ? 
of r egu la r ly r e c u r r i n g e x a m i n a t i o n s su-
perv ised by a du ly appoin ted board . 

T h e a m a t e u r a n d t h e profess ional in the 
golf sphere have m o r e in common than 
in mos t spor t s e n g a g i n g genera l na t iona l 
a t t en t ion . As sa id before, golf is a par-
t i c ipan t s ' sport . T h e profess ional is an 
a m a t e u r in the sense of a sport- lover, but 
t h e a m a t e u r can be in no way a profes-
s ional rece iv ing financial e m o l u m e n t s such 
as fees, sa la ry , or cash prizes. 

T h e golf p rofess iona l is t h e r e f o r e a n in-
d ispensable f ac to r in the golfing l i fe of t h e 
a m a t e u r . T h e A m e r i c a n pros a r e busi ly 
engaged in co rpora t e ac t iv i ty to p romote 
t h e spread and f a sc ina t ion of t h e game. 
Methods of t each ing , merchand i s ing , club 
cons t ruc t ion , s t anda rd i za t i on of t h e ball, 
a n d the pr inc ip les of course a r c h i t e c t u r e 
a r e all p a r t of t h e p rog rams a t p re sen t 
pu r sued by the P. G. A. 

F o r t h e very h i g h e s t scale of golf pro-
mot ion in the c o u n t r y I would r ecommend 



t ha t the na t iona l professional body enlist 
the active in te res t of a careful ly selected 
group of a m a t e u r enthusias ts as pa t rons 
and advisors of t he i r organizat ion. There 
a re many of the foremost figures in the 
commercial and indust r ia l spheres who 
a re sufficiently interested in golf as a 
powerful fac tor in keeping Amer ica heal-
thy in body and wholesome in soul, who 
would consent to act as pa t rons to the 
professional body. These gent lemen would 
render invaluable services. They would 
also serve as judges of individual achieve-
ment cont r ibu t ing to the promotion of golf 
by the individual professionals. 

The Business Admin i s t r a to r a l ready en-
gaged by the profess ional body would find 
his efficiency grea t ly enhanced by regu la r 
and in t ima te associat ion wi th th i s ama-
teur body of spor t patrons, and he would 
be in an even s t ronger position to elevate 
the body as a whole to a dignity, pu t t i ng 
all i ts members on a plane with the best 
in other of Amer ica ' s honorable profes-
sions. 

T O R O S H I P M E N T S A T N E W H I G H 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Shipments of the 

Toro Mfg. Co. showed an increase of 5% 
for the fiscal year ending September 30th, 

mak ing a new high record for the com-
pany. Ea rn ings were $2.70 per share , 
amply covering the regula r dividend of 
$1-40. 

The company announced the addit ion of 
th ree new dis t r ibutors : R. L. Ryerson, Mil-
waukee, Wis.; E. A. Griffith, P i t t sburgh, 
Pa., and E. B. McCartney, Garden City, 
Long Island. A number of new products 
have been added and Toro is looking for-
ward to a successful year in 1931. 

CLEVELAND Distr ict P. G. A. recently 
pu t on an in te res t ing educational 

event a t McKinley Masonic lodge. With 
Grange Alves as ins t ruc tor and Ar t Boggs 
as pupil, a golf lesson was given. Jack 
Way ta lked to the assembled worthy and 
well qualified bre thren on the rules and 
Ber t Way spoke on the business aspects of 
t he pros ' work. The idea is one t h a t 
should be f a r more f requen t ly used by 
the pros. We suggest t h a t pros who a re 
members of American Legion posts, 
Kn igh t s of Columbus councils, Elks clubs, 
or o ther Masonic lodges suggest such en-
t e r t a inmen t s to officials of the i r f r a t e rna l 
organizat ions , supplying the ta lent f rom 
pro ranks . 

It makes a great winter en te r ta inment 
feature . 

Probe the problems 
of club management 

at 

PITTSBURGH«Fek 24-25 
(William Perm Hotel) 

The Fifth Annual Convention of the 
CLUB MANAGERS» ASSOCIATION o f AMERICA 

To every club manager and his club 
this meet ing means money. Meet and 
discuss with o the r of the foremost , 
successful Amer ican club managers , 
the solutions to the problems that you 
have in your own operation. 

An intensely practical "set" p rogram 
and the close-up exchange of he lpfu l 
information in the informal meet ings 
are certain to make this convent ion 
pay rich dividends to you and your 
club. 

Plan now to a t tend the Club M a n -
agers ' convention and harvest your 

share of its crop of bet ter operat ing 
ideas. 

The association will especially wel-
come your presentation of a problem 
at your own club for consideration 
and suggested solutions. 

For complete details and hotel res-
ervations write 

C L U B M A N A G E R S ' A S S O C I A T I O N 
of A M E R I C A 

Henry R. Dutton, Secretary 
THE BOSTON CITY CLUB, BOSTON, MASS. 


