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Summer Sun — But C O A S T 
Greens Work 

Is 
NEVER Done 

By 
ARTHUR LANGTON 

Greenkeeping genius and the 
spur of tournament golf brought 
greens, like this one at Cata-
lina, to the Coast region. But 
Bill Wrigley discarded the spur 

this year. 

TH E wind b lowing cold ac ross t h e m o o r 
m a y blow a g r e a t dea l of good to t h e 
e a s t e r n g r e e n k e e p e r in g iv ing h i m a 

per iod of we lcome r e s p i t e a n d ref lec t ion . 
As he l i s t ens to B o r e a s wh i s t l i ng t h r o u g h 
t h e wi re s and pi l ing snow in to t h e t r a p s 
h e can t h r o w a n o t h e r log of wood on the 
fire or t u r n over in bed and r e f l ec t t h a t n o 
o n e expec t s h i m to do a n y t h i n g a b o u t it . 
On t he o t h e r h a n d , a wind in C a l i f o r n i a a t 
t h i s t ime of t h e y e a r b lows n o t h i n g but 
evi l a s f a r a s t h e local g r e e n k e e p e r s a r e 
c o n c e r n e d . As ev idence of th i s s t a t e m e n t , 
w i t n e s s t he r e s u l t s of a blow d u r i n g t h e 
l a s t m o n t h in wh ich t rees , s h r u b s , sign-
boa rds , and bu i ld ings w e r e s c a t t e r e d abou t 
w i t h a fine d i s r e g a r d for tees , f a i r w a y s , 
a n d g r e e n s . 

H o w e v e r , in c a s e p rospec t ive v i s i to r s to 
t h e s e golden s h o r e s ge t the w r o n g idea, 
a n d out of r e s p e c t f o r the w r a t h of t h e 
n e i g h b o r i n g c h a m b e r s of c o m m e r c e , it 
m u s t be said t h a t s u c h a blow is "ve ry , 
v e r y unusua l . " And if the s a m e wind had 
d i spo r t ed itself in a s imi la r m a n n e r in t he 
e a s t , t he g r e e n k e e p e r s t he r e , w a r m i n g 



stoves as they would be, would no t notice 
any appreciable change in the wea ther . 
But such a wind in California is f r a u g h t 
with disaster , because, out of loyalty to 
the Golden S ta t e ' s well-advertised tradi-
tions, top-heavy t rees do not have deep 
roots, b ranches and leaves a re not firmly 
a t t ached to the paren t plant , bi l lboards 
a r e not c rea ted for the ages, and barns 
and tool houses a r e not made to d e f y very 
e lementa l e lements . 

As a r e su l t local golf courses a r e going 
through a period of r e t r enchmen t and re-
const ruct ion accompanied by fu r ious ac-
t ivi ty on some courses because of the 
knowledge t h a t mid-winter t o u r n a m e n t s 
a r e impending. Cleaning up is much more 
of a t a sk on some courses than on o thers 
depending upon the proximity of t rees . 
One course sur rounded and in te r spersed 
by oak t rees will requi re the r e m a i n d e r of 
the winter season to clear away dr i f t ed 
piles of leaves and branches as well as 
many whole t rees . 

Stronger Fertilization Required 
All th is is in t roductory to the f a c t tha t 

the winter season is one abounding in 
work for the golf course super in tenden t in 
t h e Pacific sou thwes t . Pr imari ly , of course, 
play is heavier out here at th i s t i m e than 
a n y other , bu t in addit ion a n u m b e r of 
di f ferent condi t ions prevail which h a v e to 
be met. For example, fer t i l izers to be 
effective must be applied in more concen-
t ra ted fo rms t h a n during the summer . 
When in the w a r m months a cer ta in 
amount of a m m o n i u m sulphate will burn 
the grass to a cr isp, it will be barely 
sufficient to a g i t a t e the near -dormant 
plants in the winter . The exact proport ion 
of change cannot be given here because 
it differs wi th every course in the s ta te . 

I t mus t also be remembered t h a t al-
though the fe r t i l i ze rs can be applied in a 
more concent ra ted form, they should not 
be applied in the bulky dress ings custom-
ar i ly used dur ing the months of t he year 
when the plant is active. This is because 
the grass will exper ience difficulty in pene-
t r a t i ng the m a s s of ma t t e r cover ing it, all 
of which would m a k e things unp lea san t for 
the golfer, who in t u r n would do the same 
th ing by the greenkeeper . One green-
keeper found t h a t on his course in the 
win te r it t akes his greens two weeks to 
hide the effects of a topdressing, w h e r e a s 
in the summer i t t a k e s only two days . 

The i r r igat ion schedule undergoes a re-
vision, not only because of the f ac t tha t 

the win te r months are the rainy months, 
but because an oversupply of water has a 
t endency to turn g rass yellow during the 
cu r r en t season, jus t as a paucity of mois-
ture has the same effect dur ing the sum-
mer. Then, in regard to those clubs which 
have Bermuda grass fa i rways , water ing 
will not make any difference to their dried 
up appearance . 

Grass Dormant in Heavy Play 
Many California g reenkeeper s have 

found t h a t the period f rom December 15 
to J a n u a r y 15 of each year represen ts one 
of the s t a t e ' s two g rea tes t dormant periods 
in g rass growth, a period dur ing which a 
7,000 foot green will yield only about half 
a hopper fu l of grass when cut. Incidentally 
the o the r dormant period occurs late in 
the s u m m e r and is more comparat ive than 
absolute. This do rman t period in the win-
ter, accompanied as it is with a g rea t 
amoun t of play, makes for t remendous 
wear and tear on all turf , wi th the resul t 
t ha t holes have to be changed of tener , tees 
require repa i r s more f requent ly , and fair-
ways t a k e on a spotted appea rance due to 
divot holes. Matters a re made more com-
plicated because of the fac t t h a t seeds will 
ge rmina te to a tune of only about 20 per 
cent , t hus making dras t ic repa i r s impos-
sible. 

Recent ly it has been brought to the at-
tent ion of the wri ter t ha t eas tern green-
keepers have it all over the i r contempo-
rar ies in California when it comes to get-
t ing long life out of thei r machinery . Ow-
ing to i ts year-round, every-day use, espe-
cially in regard to cut t ing units, Pacific 
g reenkeepe r s have to wri te off anywhere 
f rom 25 to 50 per cent on the value of ma-
chinery when the year ' s inventory is 
taken. Toughness of the grass , s teepness 
of the hills, and ha rdness of the ground 
a re o ther fac tors which en te r into the eco-
nomic scheme of every local club because 
of the mechanical breakage they cause. 

Shops Are Models 
Mechanical deter iorat ion would be very 

much g r e a t e r than it is even a t the pres-
ent were it not for the fac t t h a t most of 
the local clubs are supplied with good tools 
and efficient mechanics. Some of the 
g reenkeeper ' s shops a re models of perfec-
tion and a re equipped to accomplish any 
ord inary repa i r and a good many of the 
ex t rao rd ina ry variety. The re are lathes, 
welding equipment and power drills ready 
to go so t h a t a t a moment ' s notice an ail-
ing t r ac to r can be torn down and repai red; 



The winter tournaments were started to give publicity to California. But they have 
performed another equally valuable service: Non-golfers in the tournament galleries, 
such as this one at Wilshire C. C., Los Angeles, immediately bought clubs and began the 

game themselves, thus accounting for the Coast's rapid golf growth. 

the g r a s s will not ga in m o r e than a few 
hou r s in i t s r ace wi th t h e m o w e r s . One 
local golf course s u p e r i n t e n d e n t h a s said 
wi th a cons ide rab le d e g r e e of t r u t h t h a t 
his s u c c e s s as a g r e e n k e e p e r was won in 
his shop a ided by his m e c h a n i c . 

H o w e v e r , even t he bes t -equ ipped of mod-
ern c o u r s e s is s t u m p e d w h e n a n i n t eg ra l 
pa r t of a compl ica ted m a c h i n e is s m a s h e d 
beyond h o p e of r epa i r . T h e n i t is a ca se 
of m a k i n g a dash fo r t h e n e a r e s t manu-
f a c t u r e r ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , a n d t h e r e b y 
h a n g s a ta le . E a s t e r n m a n u f a c t u r e r s of 
e q u i p m e n t who expec t to find a sa le on 
the Paoi f ic Coast for b r e a k a b l e m a c h i n e r y 
m u s t see to i t t h a t t h e r e a r e p len ty of 
local r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to s u p p l y serv ice in 
cap i ta l l e t t e r s w h e n it is needed . I t is a 
long a n d expens ive w a y f r o m Chicago o r 
Detroi t , f o r ins tance , to t h e sho res of t h e 
Pacif ic , a n d one of t h e first th ings t h a t 
any g r e e n k e e p e r does w h e n buying n e w 
m a c h i n e r y is to d e t e r m i n e how quickly h e 
will be a b l e to obta in n e w p a r t s . Machin-
e ry m u s t be kep t going e v e r y day w i t h o u t 
In t e r rup t ion , and if t h i s i s n o t poss ib le 
wi th one b r a n d b e c a u s e of unava i l ab le 
pa r t s , a n o t h e r will be s u b s t i t u t e d a t t he 
first oppo r tun i t y . 

The Simple Life 
T h e r e is one type of cou r se in Ca l i fo rn ia 

t h a t is af fected l i t t le by t h e seasons, by 
h e a t or by cold, s u n s h i n e o r s to rm, by 
d r o u g h t o r by flood. T h i s is t he type rep-
resen ted by n u m e r o u s " h a r d p a n " golf 

courses especial ly popula r in t h e in land 
por t ions of t h e s t a t e . Devoid of g r a s s on 
g reen or f a i r w a y , t hey get a l o n g a s well 
on one k ind of f e r t i l i ze r as a n o t h e r , so 
none is appl ied a t al l . B r o w n p a t c h m e a n s 
n o t h i n g un less one is r e f e r r i n g to t h e color 
of t he sand " g r e e n s . " T h e g r e e n k e e p e r 
does no t have to w o r r y abou t t h e d ic ta tes 
of c lub officials, because usua l ly t h e r e a r e 
none . He h a s h i s own crew well under-
cont ro l because h e is it . T h e r e is n o fr ic-
t ion between t h e p rofess iona l , t h e man-
age r , t he caddie mas t e r , and t h e golf 
course s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , because one m a n 
fills all t he offices. Tru ly , t h e m e n on 
t h e s e courses lead t h e l i fe of Ri ley . 

A s ins ign i f ican t a s these c o u r s e s may 
seem to t he casua l v i s i to r t h e y a r e w o r t h y 
of cons ide ra t ion . P robab ly t h e m a n who 
sa id t h a t t he people who play upon them 
r e p r e s e n t a c lass w h i c h ob ta ins t h e maxi-
m u m of e n j o y m e n t f r o m t h e Roya l and 
Anc ien t game w a s n o t f a r wrong . T h e 
p l aye r s in t h i s c lass a r e no t to be worr ied 
by such t r i f les a s caddies , t i pp ing , t h e cor-
r e c t clothes, t h e r i g h t n u m b e r of c lubs , no r 
t h e o r thodox m e t h o d of p l ay ing t h e game. 
E a c h m a n is a s l iable a s t he n e x t to h i t a 
300-yard d r ive on t h e concrete- l ike fa i r -
ways . T h e rocks a n d s tones a n d o t h e r in-
equa l i t i e s a r o u n d al l t he g reens p u t ski l l 
a t a d i scount . Anybody m a y ge t a n eagle 
— o r a s n a k e or a n owl, owing to t h e pe-
c u l i a r h a b i t s of t h e s e c r e a t u r e s of occupy-
i n g holes on golf cou r ses m a d e by bur row-
i n g an imal s . 


