
CLUBHOUSE 
S E C T I O N 

Taking advantage of a hillside location, St. Clair clubhouse architects eliminated the 
basement, brought sunshine flooding into the clubhouse and provided inviting porch 

loafing spots. 

St. Clair, Thru Side-Hill Site, Gets 
Clubhouse with Lots of Light 

IN T H E new clubhouse of the St. Clair 
C. C. (P i t t sburgh d i s t r i c t ) there is a 
par t icular interest for GOLFDOM for 

some of the clubhouse construct ion ideas 
advocated by th is magazine are being 
given sympathet ic and capable t r ea tmen t . 

It has been GOLFDOM'S contention t h a t 
not one golf clubhouse out of 50 takes ad-
vantage of i ts course picture. Given a 
s c e n i c location 
like most club- Small lounge, usable porches and pri-
houses have, even vate dining room, on first floor at St. 
a n y ordinari ly Clair, show popular, practical ten-
smar t summer re- dencies in clubhouse design, 
sort owner would 
put an establish-
ment with plenty 
of glass so busi-
ness would be at-
t racted by t h e 
combined delights 
of a good meal 
and a soul satis-
fy ing panorama. 
Golf clubs have 
consistently over-
looked th is archi-
tectural and busi-
ness main point. 
In the new St. 
C l a i r clubhouse 
the archi tects , La-
mont H. Button 
and P. Howard 
Ster l ing, h a v e 
used p l e n t y of 

glass. The clubhouse commands an ex-
pansive view of pleasing valleys and hills. 
These cap t iva t ing panoramas a re seen 
f rom the d in ing room and f rom terraces 
off the grill. The clubhouse, be ing on sev-
eral elevations, migh t be said to have no 
basement. The men ' s locker-room, which 
is located in th i s section, is en t i re ly out 
of ground. Women 's locker-room and 



CLUBHOUSE 
S E C T I O N and the female em* 

ployes are on t h e sec-
ond floor. 

Following t h e dest ruct ion of the fo rmer 
clubhouse by fire, the archi tects and J. M. 
Hopwood, cha i rman of the bui lding com-
mittee, visited a number of the newer 
clubhouses in var ious metropoli tan terri-
tories. Dur ing t h i s tour of inspection 
they gathered design and opera t ing ideas 
tha t they believe will make the new St. 
Clair es tabl i shment the last word in a golf 
clubhouse bui l t for the special purposes of 
such a combined pleasure and service 
plant. 

The building is of provincial F rench 
cha rac t e r ; mason ry construction with a 
red tile roof of i r regula r texture . 

Below the men ' s locker-room the re is 
the professionals ' quar ters , with the golf 
club storage, j un io r locker room, and 
caddies' room. En t r ance to the clubhouse 
is under a porte cochere of exposed tim-
ber construction, so commonly found in 
the French f a r m house group, in to a 
lounge, out of which leads a charac te r i s t i c 
s ta i r to the women golfers ' quar te r s . A 
special effort ha s been made to have these 
quar te rs most a t t rac t ive . F rom th i s 
lounge we go in to thei r locker room. The 
ceiling of both rooms will ca r ry up, expos-
ing the r a f t e r s , g iving a s tudio type room. 
Adjacent to the women 's locker room is 
thei r shower room, of ample size. 

Quar ters for f emale help, as well as the 
quar te rs for the s teward , both of which 
a r e ent irely apa r t f rom the women ' s quar-
ters , thus ma in ta in ing privacy fo r the 
women. Opening f rom the second floor 
locker room is located a porch f rom which 
one gets a splendid view of the course. 

On the first floor, point out the archi-
tects, we pass t h r o u g h a t imbered en t r ance 
to the dining room where one hundred 
guests can be comfortably seated. This 
room is provided with a generous fire-
place which adds much to the in te res t of 
the room. Danc ing is made possible 
through both the lounge and d in ing room. 
Opening f rom the d in ing room is the main 
covered porch overlooking the course. In 
f ron t of the porch is a very generous paved 
terrace. 

R e t u r n i n g to t h e lounge we find here 
also the club office, so located as to com-
mand control of all act ivi t ies f r o m a point 
of vantage. Cont inu ing our inspection, let 
us leave the lounge by way of the corr idor 
leading to the men ' s quarters . Th i s corri-

dor is of ample size to allow of wri t ing 
desks, and addit ional lounging space. It 
is well l ighted and made in teres t ing by 
the in t roduct ion of t imbers and beams. 

Outdoor Food Service 
As we nea r the end of th i s corridor we 

find on the r ight a gril l room, seat ing 
seventy-five persons, and designed in the 
t r u e gr i l l room spir i t . The ceiling is 
formed by exposing the real construction, 
showing a rugged beam ceil ing with the 
a rea between the beams of wood as well. 
In th is room is another fireplace, th i s t ime ' 
an ear l ier design and less refined in detail , 
an inspira t ion coming f rom the old fire-
places found in the k i tchens of the French 
fa rmer . 

Opening off the grill is a covered porch, 
as well a s a terrace, for the days when 
one finds it more desirable to eat out 
doors. Across the corridor f rom the grill ' 
we find the card rooms and pr ivate dining 
rooms, as well as the office for accounting. 
Before leaving th is floor let us pause to 
see a large, well a r ranged ki tchen, com-
plete in every requirement and adequate 
in size, located advantageously between 
the d in ing room and grill . 

R e t u r n i n g to the main corridor we find 
located a t the end an o rnamenta l s ta i r , 
leading to the men's locker room on the 
next floor below. The ar»ja of th is room 
is ent i re ly f ree f rom all obstruct ions, is 
well l ighted and well ve it i lated, the su-
perior of which will not t e found in th is 
dis t r ic t . Along one side of the locker 
room a re located the sho vers and toilet 
facil i t ies. At one end of ihe locker room 
is an exit , which makes for easy access to 
and f r o m the course. Tn i s room is not 
wi thout all i ts auxi l iary services, such as 
valet room, service r o o j i and dr ink ing 
founta ins . 

In passing, we can pause long enough 
on th is floor to see the sleeping quar te rs 
for the male help, the h e a t i n g plant and 
such o ther rooms as are required in an 
up-to-date clubhouse. 

If you are doing something 
to promote better operation of 
golf clubs pass the details 
a l o n g to G O L F D O M ' S 
thoughtful readers. 


