
When a l a rge l imb is removed improp-
erly, the bark and wood a re of ten badly 
ripped. Th i s is the common resu l t of re-
moving the l imb with only one cut . Af ter 
the saw s inks deeper and deeper into the 
wood, the l imb begins to sag. Final ly , be-
fore the cut is completed, the l imb crashes. 
Rarely does it b reak off clean. Usually, it 
r ips the ba rk and wood on the lower side 
of the limb. The jagged wound which re-
sults is pa r t i cu la r ly susceptible to infec-
tion. Somet imes many feet of ba rk are 
torn away and the appearance of the tree 
is marred . 

How to Saw Off Branches 
To prevent such injuries , the t r ee expert 

makes three cu ts with his saw. The first 
is made on the under side of the limb, a 
foot or two f r o m the t runk . The second is 
made on the top side a l i t t le f a r t h e r out. 
The resul t is t h a t when the limb fa l l s the 
break is c lean—the r ipping of wood and 
bark is stopped a t the point where the first 
cut was made. Af te r the heavy par t of 
the limb is removed, the t ree exper t pro-
ceeds to remove the s tub flush wi th the 
t runk . 

Needless to say, spurs should never be 
used in c l imbing the t rees in order to 
prune it. Each hole made in the t r u n k by 
the sharp points leaves an opening through 
which the t ree can become infected. The 
resul ts of such wounds are of ten f a r worse 
than the benefi ts gained by p r u n i n g out 
the deadwood. Tree experts get to all 
par ts of a t ree by the use of ropes which 
they have been t ra ined to use wi th amaz-
ing dexter i ty . 

Incidental ly t h e ax is a tool which al-
ways should be lef t in the tool k i t unless 
there are t rees to be cut down. When a 
tree is pruned wi th an ax, the wounds are 
almost invar iably jagged, and consequently 
will not heal rapidly. The tree exper t al-
ways uses saws for p run ing work, and the 
wounds a re so cleanly made tha t the heal-
ing process is has tened . 

P run ing is a very impor tan t and neces-
sary phase of t ree surgery. Dead branches 
in a tree a r e a ser ious menace—they of ten 
crash to the ground when least expected, 
dest roying proper ty and endanger ing 
human life. Moreover, the deadwood men-
aces the t r ee ' s hea l th inasmuch a s it is a 
favored camp ing ground for all k inds of 
bacteria, f ungous spores and insects. There 
might well be a s logan: Remove the dead-
wood and save t h e tree. 

It mus t be remembered , however, t ha t 
p run ing the deadwood out of a t ree does 

not remove the cause of tha t deadwood. 
When branches and l imbs die back, t he re 
is something wrong wi th the tree. It may 
be diseased; it may be s ta rv ing to dea th ; 
it may have been repeatedly defoliated by 
insects and its vi tal i ty so lowered t h a t it 
is slowly dying; it may have girdling roots 
which a re s t rangl ing it. Any one of a 
grea t many things may be wrong. 

By making a thorough diagnosis of the 
t ree ' s condition, the t ree expert is enabled 
to de termine the cause of the deadwood 
and t r ea t the t ree accordingly. Obviously 
th is should always be done if the t ree has 
any par t icular value to the golf course. 

(Th i s is the four th of a series of articles 
regard ing tree care wr i t ten for G O L F -
D O M , by Martin L. Davey, president of 
the Davey Tree Exper t Co.) 

A N N O U N C E N E W C O M P O S T M I X E R 
A N D S P R E A D E R 

D E A R D S L E Y & P I P E R COMPANY, 2543 
D Nor th Keeler Ave., Chicago, have re-
cently placed on the m a r k e t a new com-
post mixing machine and a topsoil dresser. 
The manufac tu re r ' s announcement reads : 

"This new Soilslinger ( i l lus t ra ted here ) 

Soilslinger, new composter. 

thoroughly cuts, breaks, mixes and aera tes 
compost, completely pulverizes and pre-
pares soil, sand and manure , and delivers 
a perfect ly blended ma te r i a l into a fluffy 
pile or windrow. The un i t is simply con-
s t ructed, possessing a specially designed 
cu t t ing cylinder to insure proper mixing 
and aera t ion of mater ia ls . I t is made with 
pulley for t ractor dr ive or with gasoline 
engine or electric motor . While the Soil-
slinger will meet every capacity require-
ment , it is par t icular ly applicable, because 
of ex t remely low cost, for the smaller golf 
courses and the needs of estates, etc., 
where only one or two men are employed 
for turf main tenance ." 


