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The first green at Inverness.

The hole is 391 yards.

No. 10 green is in the valley

at the left.

What Makes a Greenkeeper
Success in His Work?

Continuing the Observations of the Veteran

WM. J. ROCKEFELLER
Greenkeeper, Inverness C. C., Toledo, Ohio

VERY now and then we will have a

visitor from quite a good ways off—

the president of a brand new club or
chairman of some green-committee. The
first thing the visitor wants to see is, of
course, our grass nursery. We go over to
the space back of the barn. (Oh, yes, we
still have and foster the old white barn,
made famous by O. B. Keeler.) There,
Mrs. Number Ten's children are being
brought up and developed to the point of
going out to do a mature job wherever
needed. We are particularly proud of that
breeding ground with its area of perfected
putting surface, sufficient to provide plugs
for any spot in any green that might
languish for one natural cause or another.
The visitor usually asks what strain of
bent grass we prefer. We come back at
him with the question, “What have you?”
We have previously noted that he said
they had their greens nearly ready to play
upon. Thereupon, he tells us, and if it is
any one of the numerous good breeds, we
will can’idly tell him, “That is the kind
to love and encourage.”

Throughout this whole drama of the
golf course it is truly said, “If you have

eighteen first-class putting greens, you
have a golf course; otherwise you have
not.” Your greenkeeper must know his
job. No man with a “pick up” experience
and with little or no training concerning
soils, plant life and the whole range of
maintenance should assume such duties.
If the man has egotism and stubbornness,
coupled with his lack of both fundamental
knowledge and experience, he is surely a
costly experiment for the club. The old
saying that “a little knowledge is a dan-
gerous thing” has its worst example in
such a greenkeeper. And yet, in these
days of intensive golf course construction,
the effort to keep pace with the demand
for more and yet more golf courses for
clubs and for public and semi-public fee
courses has launched plenty of half-baked
greenkeepers abroad in the land. It is
one of the curious things about humans
that these underdone chaps are nearly
every one of the bull-headed breed I have
mentioned.

Training the Greenkeeper

Now there is no need of any club, city
government or company running any risk
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of getting an incompetent greenkeeper to-
day. They are not out to conduct kinder-
gartens for the development of greenkeep-
ers. Every big club has its veteran green-
keeper. From his organization he is able
to supply an experienced man who has, as
a rule, grown up under his guidance. Such
master greenkeepers “catch them young.”
Oftentimes as caddies who so love the open
air life that they want to learn this highly
useful profession of greenkeeping grow up
in it.

Now schools also are giving a hand and
providing valuable facilities for combining
science with the practical lessons of work
under men with long and successful ex-
perience.

What, after all, would the game of golf,
its daily and hourly play, its countless
events and its championships galore
amount to without the greenkeeper’'s de-
voted labors? He sets the stage. At the
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breaking of the dawn he and his assistants
are here and there and everywhere in
those broad acres doing the many needful
things that the game may begin and go on.
Each man who has a certain group of
greens as his specialty is diligent in
jealous rivalry of the friendly sort. His
greens must be the best on the course,
week in and week out. Such a man knows
that there is no green that is good unless
it is a clean green. So, if a little weed
breaks through that otherwise perfect sur-
face, he swoops down upon it and out it
comes, roots and all. Likewise, every im-
perfect spot gets its plug. He must also
give intelligent judgment to setting the
hoies. The holes in a green, while being
located to bring out the sporting qualities
of the greens surface, should never be
placed in unfair or tricky places. Such
bad judgment has, on occasions, wrecked
a qualifying round in an important event.

Bent Grass Seed

We have just finished harvesting this year's
crop of Bent seed. We are threshing and clean-
ing it and filling orders as fast as we can.

During September and not later than the 10th
of October is the time to renovate your old turf.
(1) Rake the area over hard, (2) apply a good
heavy coating of screened topsoil into which you
have mixed a little good plant food, (3) sow a
mixture of 1% R. I. & % Velvet Bent at the rate
of 4 1bs. to the 1000 sq. ft.,, (4) rake it in thor-
oughly, (5) roll hard both ways, (6) wet the
area down with a fine spray—and you will have
a “"ROLLS ROYCE” turf by the first of next June,

A. N. PECKHAM - - -

PRICES
T.ess than
100 Ibs. 100 lbs.

R. I. BENT (so-called

C i Bent) . ..$1.15 $1.00
CR BENT .. 2.26 2.00
VE ET BENT .. . 3.76 3.50
MIXTURE % R. L

Velvet Bent 2.25
FAIRWAY MIXTURE (com-

posed of four different varie-

ties of fine turf grass seed,

including Bent) ............ .66 .60
BUY YOUR SEED DIRECT FROM THE
FIELDS WHERE IT GROWS AND THUS

SAVE ALL MIDDLEMEN'S PROFITS,

Kingston, Rhode Island

U. S. GOLF ARCHITECTS

INCORPORATED

DESIGNERS and BUILDERS
WE SPECIALIZE IN REMODELING COURSES

310 SO. MICHIGAN AVE.

CHICAGO
STANLEY F. PELCHAR JAS. ). PRENDERGAST OTTO CLAUSS
Golf Architect Consulting Engineer Landscape Architect

You save time and money by answering GOLFDOM ads.
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Golfing Greenkeepers

This brings out a point that is funda-
mental. Every greenkeeper should be a
golf player. If he is not, there are enor-
mous odds against him knowing where a
hole should be set on any green and what
a putting surface should be—Dbesides all
the rest of the playing conditions govern-
ing his work. There are, of course, a few
greenkeepers who do not play and never
have, maybe never will, but I have always
believed that they are handicapped to just
that extent. Surely it’s a hard blow for
one of them, when a putting surface looks
all right to him and he sees the chairman
of the green-committee coming along with
his bunech, playing “syndicates’” and every-
thing—and missing a short putt. Wow!
“Why, Doctor,” the greenkeeper says, “I
don’t see how you missed that one—this is
one of my best greens.” Whereat “Doc”
turns and says with a biting sarcasm,
“What the hell do you know about it?
You never putted a golf ball in your life.”

It’s just “too bad” that said greenkeeper
never learned, at least, to putt. There
are probably no better conditioned eighteen
greens in all the Toledo district than those
of a greenkeeper who can play any course
in the United States in the seventies. He
was practically born on a golf course,
“teethed on a golf club”—was a caddy, a
golf professional and, for many years,
now, a greenkeeper. He loves his voca-
tion.

Have you, as a green-chairman, ever at-
tended a meeting of greenkeepers? If you
haven’t you have missed an impressive
exhibition of men eager to add to their
own knowledge and help their comrades
with problems that have been solved by
the knowledge and resourcefulness of
some of the group. Such meetings and
the regular routine of greenkeeping work
always emphasize that there’s no teacher
like actual working experience. When a
man has had that and really uses his
brains, then he can rate as a real green-
keeper.

It’s up to him then to have his course
do his talking for him.

A Better
GOLF SWEEPER

Sweeps clean—Reduces labor.
One man does the work of five.
Ask Your Dealer or
Write Us Direct
Springfield Lawn Sweeper Co.
Springfield, Ohio

Also makers of tractor drawn swaspers 2

A

OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENTS
IN THE
PRODUCTION OF

I I FINE TURF

BUCKEYE BRAND SEASIDE
Ill BENT SEED

(Genuine Coos County Strain.)
NEW BRUNSWICK
CREEPING BENT SEED

VELVET BENT SEED

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

I | BENT SEED

Our booklet,
“The Fine Bent Grasses,”
free on request

THE J. M. McCULLOUGH’S
SONS CO.
316 Walnut Street  Cincinnati, 0.

All Govem::::mted. Sealed
John F. Henderson, C. E.
Contracting Engineer

Water Systems, Drainage,
Swimming Pools,
Topographical Surveys

201 Woodward Building,
Washington, D. C.

SEASIDE BENT

(COOS COUNTY STRAIN)

In Bags Sealed by the Dept. of Agri-
culture from Fields that Certify

1009, PURE
TOM STACK

Grower of Oregon Bent Grasses.
Box 867
MARSHFIELD, OREGON

The advertisers pay for your GOLFDOM; deal with them.






