
The Death Valley course, 178 ft. below sea level, is a t r iumph of turf engineering, for it 
is an all-grass course. 

California Coastal Mountain 
Region Invites Golf Growth 

By A R T H U R L A N G T O N 

A DISTRICT of wealth, beauty, and a 
few fine golf courses, the f u t u r e of 
which is roseate because of the rich-

ness of na tura l gifts, describes briefly that 
physiographic division of California known 
as the coastal mountain region. This area 
is included in the 400 miles along the 
coast between Ventura and Santa Barbara 
on the south and the San Francisco Bay 
region on the north. Rugged in general 
contour, but with pastoral lands and fer-
tile valleys containing numerous soils in-
terspersed among mountain peaks, this 
section composed a unique region in which 
superlatives are characteristically descrip-
tive. 

Discarding the resort pamphlet descrip-
tion for the t ime being, there a re few golf 
courses in th is large expanse of ter r i tory 
because previous unavailabili ty ha s made 
for the development of but few towns. The 
numerous mounta in chains runn ing diag-
onally toward the sea have made exten-
sive road building impractical. However, 
the Roosevelt highway, now under con-

struction, will allow easy access to a 
region which has been but sparsely set-
tled, and for this reason one may look 
forward to the construction of several golf 
courses in the not too f a r distant future . 

P a d r e s w i t h Golf V i s i o n 

At the southernmost extremity of the 
province are the two towns of Ventura and 
Santa Barbara. Ventura and Santa Bar-
bara are within 25 miles of each other 
and share two missions and several fine 
golf courses. 

Being r ight on the ocean front, the 
climate here is cool in the summer, is f ree 
f rom frost , and is moderately damp in 
winter. Architects have taken advantage 
of the fer t i le soils and the rolling land-
scape and have produced something dis-
tinctly worth while, as anyone who has 
played Valley C. C. or La Cumbre will 
testify. From the greenkeepers ' stand-
point, the problems of turf culture are not 
as great as those in Los Angeles, 100 miles 
to the south. There is not so much play 



and the summers a re not so warm. Brown 
patch is not the problem t h a t it is in the 
south. Bermuda grass, capriola dactylon, 
is present but is not of t he horribly-
corded var ie ty which causes so much grief 
in warmer pa r t s of the state. 

Travel ing no r th 200 miles over an al-
most golfless a rea one finds himself still 
in the coastal mountain region and in a 
dis t r ic t f amous nat ionally and interna-
tionally in the golfing world. He re on 
the cypress-dotted shores of Monterey bay-
is located Del Monte, home of t h e Pebble 
Beach golf course, site of the 1929 United 
States Amateu r tourney. Here also is a 
bijou among golf courses, the highly ex-
clusive Cypress Point club. Like many 
another jewel, only a few people have the 
privilege of th is one, for it is owned and 
controlled by a comparat ively few of the 
local weal thy residents . According to re-
port there is l i t t le chance for t he out-
sider to crash the gate unless he rescues 
one of the members f rom d i re peril , no 
mat ter how much he may wish to send 
brassie shots screaming down cypress-
bordered fa i rways . 

Traps Are Notable 
Other courses of note in th is d is t r ic t a re 

the Del Monte and the Monterey Penin-
sula. Golfing conditions here verge upon 
the ideal. Light fogs provide mois ture for 
the brac ing a i r which tempers the heat 
of the sun. Winds f rom the ocean a re 
present to provide a sport ive touch to t h e 
best game. A word about the bunke r s 
here would not be amiss . Some of t he 
courses have incorporated the beach in to 
the t r app ing system with highly success-
ful resul ts . At Cypress Point the t r a p s 
were constructed by an a r t i s t who realized 
t h a t t r u e a r t i s t ry is a close approximat ion 
to na tu re . The sand, which is r emarkab ly 
pure, is brushed r ight in to the grass roots 
of the fa i rway so tha t there is no h a r s h 
line of demarcat ion where the t r ap ends 
and the grass begins. The sand, be ing 
f ree f rom silt, does not pack readily a n d 
presents a sufficiently hard problem f o r 
t he golfer to extr icate himself wi thout t h e 
necessi ty of s inking the bunker below t h e 
level of the fa i rway. Tak ing everything 
into considerat ion, there is little lef t to be 
desired by the golfer around Monterey 
Bay, e i ther f rom an aesthet ic or spor t ing 
s tandpoin t . 

General greenkeeping problems in th i s 
d is t r ic t a r e less in tense than they a re in 
San ta Barbara . Brown patch is present 

The most efficient method o f 
preparing top soi ls or mixing or 
screening compost for top dress-
ing. 
Model i l lustrated is driven by 
small gasoline engine mounted 
over discharge end. 
Additional models for tractor or 
hand power. 
One to four grades of material 
at one operation— 
Capacity 2-6 cubic yards per 
hour— 
Mounted on skids for easy trans-
portation— 
The Converse Rotary Soil Screen has 
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Grass Seed 
of Known Quality 

T E S T E D for P U R I T Y and GERMINATION 

South G e r m a n Bent Colonial Kent 
Rhode I s l a n d B e n t Cocoos B e n t 
Special Putting: Green Bent F o r m u l a 
Superfine F a i r w a y F o r m u l a (With Bent) 
Wholesale prices on the above, or any other 

Grasses or Mixtures, on application. 
Remember:—We are one of the largest direct 
cont rac tors for foreign-grown Grass Seeds in the 
Uni ted S ta tes . Ove r th i r ty years of Seed Service 
have enabled u s to segregate those collectors of 
Bent Seeds who a re reliable f rom those who are 
not ; to single ou t those growers of Chewing ' s 
Fescue whose s t r a ins are pure; also to con t rac t 
for t rue American-grown seeds of high v i ta l i ty . 
All our seeds a r e botanical ly t rue t o n a m e and 
are cleaned and recleaned unti l brought u p t o the 
highest possible s t a t e of puri ty and germina t ion , 
special ca re being given to the e l iminat ion of 
weed seeds. 

Specialists in Golf Grass Seeds and Equipment 

30-32 Barclay St., New York 

Staude Mak-a-Tractor 
Mows 145,332 Square Yards in 

9 Hours 
The Staude Mak-a-Tractor purchased last spring 
was attached to a Model "A" Ford at our local 
garage and w e want you to know that it makes a 
most complete outfit . Our man m o w e d a nine 
course fa irway 3303 yards long averag ing 44 yards 
wide with a three unit mower in nine hours. It 
has done all work on the course, m o w i n g rough 
with a common m o w i n g machine. I t i s very satis-
factory. W . E . D E N S M O R E , 

Morrison Lake Resort Assoc iat ion , 
Saranac, Mich. 

Write for information, guarantee, prices 
and easy payment plan of the world's low-
est priced golf course tractor. 

E. G. STAUDE MAK-A-TRACTOR CO. 
2696 University Ave. St. Paul, Minn-

in the dollar var iety but is kept under 
control wi thout too grea t expense or 
trouble. Bermuda grass as a problem is 
practically unknown here as are many 
other weeds. This may be because the 
greenkeepers have them under bet ter con-
trol or because soil and cool climatic con-
dit ions a r e not suited to them. Daisy 
plants in the fa i rways m a y present a diffi-

No. 2 at Flintridge C. C. (Pasadena, Calif.); 
a view from the new tee. The green is 
at the end of the fairway curving to the 

right 

culty to be overcome if allowed to grow 
unchecked. 

At the nor thern end of the California 
coastal mounta in region, 150 miles away 
f rom Monterey Bay, is located one of the 
s ta te ' s two great metropol i tan centers, the 
bay city of San Francisco. The golfing 
s i tua t ion here is somewhat s imilar to tha t 
of Los Angeles, but the re a re less courses, 
fewer players, and the re is less expendi-
tu re involved in outlay and upkeep. It 
might be said with some degree of ac-
curacy t h a t tha t which per ta ins to golf 
a round the Golden Gate is the same with-
out the prevalent ext remes as those in and 
about the Angel City 500 miles to the 



The famous seventeenth at Pebble Beach. One of many uses of natural features that 
have made this course a world wonder. 

south. San Francisco has not been blessed, 
or cursed, w i th the number of tour i s t s 
who have come to visit and s tayed to 
reside and play golf as has i ts sunnier 
companion. It is more str ict ly business-
like and less t he playground. T h e cool 
heavy fogs of th i s seaport are less desir-
able to the visi tors f rom Iowa than the 
climate of the southern counties. 

Easier Conditions North 
This being true, the nor thern golf 

courses a r e not subject to the turf-destroy-
ing play every month in the year which 
makes the southern greenkeepers ' lot a 
hard one. The l inks therefore a re easier 
to main ta in on th is account alone without 
taking into consideration the damper air 
and more p lent i fu l rains. Too grea t sig-
nificance is not at tached to the finer bents 
in th i s region, inasmuch as blue g rass and 
poo trivialis flourish under local climatic 
condit ions so t h a t the courses present a 
f resh green appearance near ly all the 
t ime wi thout t remendous expendi ture for 
water . 

Waiving the golf courses of the San 
Francisco Bay region, it is un fo r tuna t e 
tha t the clubs of the coastal mounta ins 
a re so few and f a r between. If there were 
more one could take them by groups in 
describing them and say, "These a re good; 
these are indi f ferent ; and those a re not so 
good." As i t is the few courses a re al-
most on a par of perfection and yet each 
one is dis t inct ly different because of the 
var ie ty of exis t ing condit ions. If one 
uses super la t ives in describing them (the 
courses) he becomes tiresome, and none 
will believe h im anyway. And yet the 
visitor to the courses of Monterey and 
San ta Ba rba ra never fails to be delighted 
with what he finds. 

Small Courses Have Battle 
From wha t has been said it may be 

divined by the reader tha t all the courses 
of t h i s coast a rea represen t the acme of 
perfect ion as fa r as golf is concerned. 
Unfor tunate ly , whatever else may be true, 
th i s is not the case. There may be 40 or 
50 courses in the coastal mountains , but 
most of them, nearly all in fact, r ank so 
far below those mentioned above tha t they 
deserve but passing ment ion. A number 
of the small towns in th i s vicinity have 
thei r own golf courses which are com-
pletely moistureless f rom hardpan tee to 
sand green. Of course the class of people 
nor the size of the town w a r r a n t the ex-
pendi ture necessary to develop a mediocre 
nine-hole grass course. Also many of these 
small towns a re s i tuated inland a few 
miles and a re separated f rom the ocean 
breezes by a range of mounta ins which 
keeps the* t empera tu re around 120 degrees 
in the summer and down to the frost level 
in win te r . Nevertheless, enthusiasm is 
present on these courses if not the grass. 
Armed with a driver, a midiron, and a 
put ter , a player can get a wonderful score 
on one of these courses provided his ball 
s tays out of gopher holes and cracks in 
the fa i rways . Because of the condition 
of the " t u r f " drives of 300 yards and more 
are not unusual . 

Greenkeeping on such courses is sim-
plicity itself. Occasionally someone drags 
a mat over the greens to smooth them. In 
the win te r weeds and grass a re allowed to 
grow unchecked more of ten than not be-
cause t h e r e is no th ing wi th which to cut 
them. Superf luous g rowths a re no problem 
in the summer because t he r e are none on 
the heat-cracked fa i rways . 

It is to the f u t u r e tha t the coastal moun-
tain region can look with pleasant con-
templat ion. Already such dis t r ic ts as t h a t 
of San ta Maria and Morro Bay are pre-
par ing for the golfers who are sure to 
come. 




