
ways handy for projection, I can see the 
detai ls in which they a r e un i form and 
those in which they vary. P ic tu res of my 
own game can be checked up and by find-
ing out where I am going wrong I can tell, 
a lot of t imes, some of those subtle f au l t s 
oi the pupi ls tha t often baffle detection. 

"There is a crying need for some stand-
ardizat ion of method in movie instruc-
tion. Take the popular films of Hagen 
and Jones which a number of t he pros are 
showing. Instead of being as helpful as 
these films might be, they a re dangerously 
misleading in many respects for they are 
shot f rom angles tha t do not show the 
t rue p ic ture of the swings. I am of the 
opinion t h a t two films of each shot should 
be made ; one directly even wi th the ball 
and a t r igh t angles to the l ine of flight, 
and the o ther even wi th the ball and r igh t 
in the line of flight, the l a t t e r picture be-
ing shot f r o m the player's r i g h t side, of 
course. 

"Tape on the ground showing the line of 
flight and a r ight angle to it, a t the point 
the ball is teed, should be used, and sta-
t ionary backgrounds tha t will quickly lo-
cate s ideway movement a re essential . In 
th is respect t rees many t imes a re worse 
than useless. They will sway jus t a t the 
wrong t ime, and you can' t tell it f rom the 
picture." 

A1 told about the value of the movies 
to h is own game, re la t ing t h a t George 
O'Neil, who was his first men tor , got h im 
well grounded and then he was turned 
loose to s h i f t for himself . The movie pro-
vided A1 wi th a check tha t could be fur-
nished in no other way. The same thing, 
A1 main ta ins , can be done best for the 
average pupil by the movies. Pupi ls who 
a re well grounded in golf me thods by a 
competent ins t ruc tor , can have movies 
made of t he i r swings at var ious times, 
and have the i r pros check them over when 
convenient. The resul t of th i s diagnosis 
will correct the fau l t s before they become 
a set pa r t of the players ' games. 

Lesperance is making a n u m b e r of mov-
ies of the leading players in the Chicago 
dis t r ic t and is using them in i l lus t ra t ing 
tne proper technique to his members . In 
the movies, A1 mentions, the sal ient fea-
tures of any expert 's game can be pointed 
out to the pupil so he can imi t a t e the vir-
tues, a proceeding tha t would be next to 
impossible if the model himself were stu-
died in ac tua l play, even by a f a r bet ter 
than ave rage amateur acolyte. 

When A1 and the wr i te r were ta lk ing 
th ings over a t luncheon one of Al's mem-

bers, a 6-handicap fellow named Cumnock 
took par t in the conversation. Cumnock 
is one of these though t fu l and pers i s ten t 
seekers a f te r golf knowledge who comes 
in every so of ten to make the hea r t of 
the pro glad. A1 had him booked for t he 
next lesson. Cumnock told of the use 
Joe Norwood of Los Angeles had made of 
the movies in ins t ruct ion. 

It seems tna t the leading professionals 
a r e ha rd at work on th is problem of 
ha rness ing the mot ion picture camera to 
the ins t ruc t ion problem so the pros not 
only will t u rn out be t te r golfers, quicker, 
but will add a welcome piece of dough to 
the i r annua l incomes by the profits of t h i s 
now established method of teaching golf. 

Rhode Island's Inaugural 
Greenkeepers' Day Success 

ATTENDANCE at the first Greenkeepers ' 
field day at the Rhode Island s ta te col-

lege and Exper iment s tat ion held a t King-
ston, May 26, exceeded the expectations of 
the most optimist ic of those in charge. In 
spi te of a ra iny day more than 50 green-
keepers and green-committee cha i rmen at-
tended. The luncheon was at tended by 70 
people. 

The morning was spent inspecting the 
lawn and golf green exper iments a t the sta-
tion. Old lawn plots established more t h a n 
a qua r t e r of a cen tury ago created much 
interes t , while more recently established 
golf green plots, of different s t ra ins and 
var ie t ies of grasses, also came in for con-
siderable discussion. 

Immedia te ly fol lowing lunch, Prof . L. S. 
Dickinson was the pr incipal speaker a t a 
shor t program of t a lks and discussion. Prof . 
Dickinson spoke on Managerial Problems of 
the Greenkeeper and handled th is subject 
in his usual clear and effective manner . 

About a dozen firms were represented 
with var ious l ines of equipment, demon-
s t r a t ions of which occupied par t of t he 
a f te rnoon . Following the equipment demon-
s t ra t ions , the greenkeepers visited one of 
the f a r m s of A. N. Peckham, one of t h e 
leading bent grass seed producers. F rom 
Mr. Peckham's f a r m the course was laid to 
Bonnet Shores—a new golf course under 
construct ion. This pa r t of the program 
was in charge of Wood worth Bradley, t h e 
archi tec t in charge of const ruct ing t h e 
course. 

The success with which this first a t t emp t 
a t a Greenkeepers ' field day met assures 
it a pe rmanen t place as an annual f e a tu r e 
on the s tate exper iment s tat ion program. 




