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LAST ACTS ON SEASON'S 
COURSE PROGRAM MAKE 
OR BREAK GREENKEEPER 

By F R E D W . S H E R W O O D 
l irMnfceepfr, B irmingham ;Micfl.) (rolf C l u h 

WITH the advent of late summer 
greenkeepers might take a tittle 
breathing space and a general sur-

vey of what work has been done since 
the season opened and what Is to be done 
before the season closes. 

To my mind this time is a very trying 
one for the greenkeeper. He may have, to 
a certain extent, caught tip with the 
growth of grass. He has bare fairways anrl 
very tittle rongh to speak of, lie will also 
llnd that his greens don't produce the lux-
uriant crop of grass that has been forth-
coming In the previous months. What 
with the scorchfng sun, the dry winds and 
lack of moisture golf courses are [tassing 
through a time where the grass has be-
come exhausted. 

Tho constant cutting, the tread of thou 
sands ot feet on the hard baked sett are 
conditions that hare brought on a state 
of collapse. Being In this stale it Is only 
natural and quite feasible enough that 
greens and fairways are more I labia to 
be Inflicted with the ills and diseases that 
are common to all grasses. The constant 
cutting of grass impoverishes and so does 
copious watering, therefore it follows the 
more you lake off In crop the more you 
have got lo put on II. to feed It. 

1 don't mean by that that one should 
resort too strongly to chemical compounds, 
which have a tendency to force, but rather 
that top dressings of good compost be 
used to stimulate and cover up plant life 
that has become thin A doctor prescribe* 
nourishment to a weakened and tired body, 
is it not logical that the same trenlnient 
applies to a weak and tired green. 

Weeds Pick on Sick Greens 
Crab grass generally honors us with 

its presence this month and an impoverish-
ed green will produce the finest crop of 
this pestilent weed. Front now on green-
keepers will be planning or some may 
have already mapped out the work they 
contemplate doing in the fall Pick out 

the features of your work which are es-
sential and features that will count for 
you when spring comes along. 

Many of us may have a program that 
entails Ihe construction of new greens, « 
tees and traps, others that are on a course 
where there Is no planning of new holes, 
etc., will he able to concentrate and pre-
pare for spring; subject, of course, to 
conditions and also the budget. 

1 have known golf clubs where lhe green-
keeper mistakenly thinks as soon as the 
season finishes for golf likewise alt work ' 
on the golf course most Of a necessity 
linlsh, forgetting for the moment that 
there are such items as renovating greens 
and tees, rcsodding fairways and all places 
where tbe machines have scalped, picking 
out sunken drains, tilling in hollow undula-
tions where the machines can't cut. Fill 
up these spaces, spare yonr mowera and 
make tho members happy. Take a fair-
way that, has any of the defects so men- 1 

tionetl and It ts really astounding what a 
i;ang from (i lo 12 men will accomplish in 
a day. 

Advance Work Pays 
Another important Item is the compost 

pile. It Is advisable to have enough top-
dressing screened in the fall, before lhe , 
heavy rains set in and put under cover 
In the dry. What a helpful item this is 
In the spring when you want an early start. 
Catch the dry days to do your screening, 
you can always turn your compost over 
when you can't screen. 

A new compost pile may be started. It 
will always come In useful, no matter what < 
it Is made from, so that It decays and rots. 
Some greenkeepers use all their grass 
clippings fn their compost pile. Other 
common Ingredients that are used are 
manure, ammonium sulphate tankage, 
time, etc., almost anything that wilt make 
a good soil. Greenkeepers 1 find have their 
own ideas on making a compost pile. If > 
they get results that are good from their 
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methods ihey stick to them; results count 

a great ileal iu greenkeeping. 

Care for Trees 
Trees are another Important Item that 

ought to claim attention. It Is a common 

saying of men and women. " I love t rees" 

Beyond letting them grow, do they ever do 

anyth ing elae for them? I venture to say 

not much. These silent, stately landmarks 

of t ime that have been buffeted and blown 

by a thousand winds, whose l imbs and 

brunches have been battered and broken, 

ought tu be given a helping band, by re-

moving all dead and decayed limbs. Help 

them grow, by pruning them. Some may 

need spraying. Feed them occasional I) 

and the effect will be manifold. Fall Is a 

good time to dig around shrubs nnd 

deciduous trees, replace all vacant places 

where there are dead trees and take plants 

out where overcrowded or congested, 

11 is not wIso to leave all this work 

unt i l spring, for the chances are with all 

the other work crowding on they will be 

neglected again and be forgotten. 

Pathways from tees or over hunkers may 

need a little attention, bridges may need 

Strengthening and she Iter-ho uses may need 

repairing Take In bird bouses, signs and 

markers. There will be plenty of wet days 

later on when these can be cleaned and 

painted. Fences should be looked to in 

the fall. Roadways and drives can be 

fixed also. 

Any greenkeeper will be able to llnd 

work up till Christmas for 2 or 3 men If 

given a free hand and possibly after that 

t ime be will at HI need a little help for he 

wilt have the cleaning and repairing of 

machinery, paint ing benches and scores 

of other little jobs will come along at all 

times which witl need doing. Many of 

these Jobs are never seen by the chairman 

or members of Ihe Green Committee but 

they are vital lo a properly maintained 

course. 

Weed Control by Use of 

Iron Sulphate 
Bit JOHN MAC OREOOH 

GrrniAivfn-r. Chtcoto Gel/ Civil 

TH E subject of weed control by the use 

of iron sulphate has been discussed 

many times, and articles by me on this 

topic have appeared in GOLFDOM with 

special reference to the eradication of dan-

delions A great many letters of inquiry 

regarding eradication of dandelions 1 have 

answered. What success has been attained 4 

by those advised I do nnt know, an, 1 have 

never heard from them since. If, there are 

any with whom 1 have communicated I 

would be glad to hear from them. Someone 

may have hit on a better solution. It »o, I 

would like to get In on IL 

For the benefit of those who may not 

have read Ihe article* previously printed; & 

(he dandelion was u rarity in this country ^ 

a great many years before golf was much < 

thought of, but an energetic truck gar-

dener Immigrated to this country from 1 

Italy and some time after be located, dis-

covered the greens which his countrymen 

loved so much were very scarce. So he im-

ported from Italy a few pounds of dandc- « 

lion seed. I must say it must have been a 1 

reliable seed house he bought the seed of. 

The dandelion has become a curse especial-

ly to the golfer; it Is almost Impossible to 

find a golf ball among the white seed tops. 

Now we must find ways and means of 

destroying them, II seems an Impossible 

task, but It Is not; I have met with consld- -

erable success In combating them. 

Washington was the first thought when 

we, (the Chicago G, C.) thought seriously 

of fighting the dandelion, so we wrote to 

the Department nf Agriculture, and these 

are the Instructions we received. "Cop-

peras has heen found to be the most effec-

tive means of eradlcaling dandelions, 

formula I % pounds to one gallon of water, 

dissolve thoroughly and apply with a pre a- " 

sure sprayer ISO lbs." So we secured a 

power sprayer of 200 gal. capacity. Iron 

sulphate was secured. We commenced on 

the worst Infested area. The morning 

after the application had heen made we 

inspected the reautt and were disap-

pointed. The iron had only caused rust ^ 

spots to appear on the foliage. 

Hut where tbe wheels of the sprayer 

bad travelled the foliage was entirely 

black. This gave me the thought that 

the leaves must he bruised before 

tbe Iron would penetrate, I had a chain 

drag which had been used during the con-

struction of the course. This I attached 

behind the sprayer, nnd found this to be 

the correct method as the drag bruised the 

leaves and rubbed the material Into tbe 

wounds; two hours after the application 

tbe entire area sprayed was black. I found 

it necessary to spray five consecutive times 

two weeks apart to destroy the entire 

plant. I 

The Ural copperas we bought was very 


