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of a i i ho lea each: the total lengths and 

the par figures for these different circuits 

being variable between any practical fig-

ures (e.g.. between a min imum length of 

l,75o yards, par 21 or 22, for one six-hole 

loop, and a maximum length of 7,500 yards, 

par 78, for one elghteen-hole elrcult) at 

the will of the designer. 

A scxpartlle arrangement of thirty-six 

playing units—I.e., six loops of six holea 

each—will permit 2SS players to be sent 

off In one hour I thus completely filling 

Ihe course with 72 foursomes), and such 

a course wil l provide for the playing of 

576 individual etghteen-hote rounds In a 

seven-hour period. This thirty-six hole 

assemblage will offer a choice of fwenfy 

primary, thirty secondary and tertiary 

courses of eighteen holes; fifteen primary 

and «l,r secondary rounds of twelve holes, 

and of flii" primary rounds of six holes; 

and each of these circuits or rounds may 

be made to present Us own Individual 

characteristics and to differ from all of the 

others either In length or tn difficulty, ot 

both. 

It is somewhat surprising that the many 

manifest advantages of the hexaplex group-

ing of the successive units of a golf course 

have not seemingly been recognized—since 

they have not been utfllzed—by those who 

have heen most active in the planning of 

our l inks and who are, to that extent, re-

sponsible for the existing status of golf 

architecture fn this country. One of the 

obstacles to progress In this matter Is the 

attitude of many golf architects who are 

no doubt able and worthy representatives 

of professional playing ability but who are 

fettered by mental Inhibitions and are 

handicapped by archaic practices. "Imi-

tation may be the slneerest form of flat-

tery," but it is no more conducive to 

progress and success In the golf course 

designing than It is In any other line of 

endeavor; and the great mult i tude of re-

cently constructed links, which are mere 

Inconsequential and unimaginative variants 

on some ancient example, nr some tradi-

tional pattern, with which the builders of 

these courses may he most famil iar. Is a 

rather severe commentary on the abllitfes 

of those responsible for their construction. 

In conclusion 1 take the liberty of para-

phrasing the remarks at the end of Mr. 

Colt's admirable •'Essay on Oolf Course 

Construction" (p. 56J—because it so well 

expresses my own attitude—and state that 

this and other articles which I have writ-

ten on thts subject are not Intended "to 

defy the expert or to Instruct the novice." 

The ideas which I have advanred are 

merely Intended lo arouse the average 

golfer to a realization of his rights, as 

contrasted with the conflicting interests of 

the relatively few experts who look upon 

a golf course only as an arena for the ex-

hibition of skill in match play, and to aug-

gest to this great but usually silent ma-

jority ot players certain lines of thought 

and certain questions for debate which 

may lead them to study more closely the 

present defects and the Inherent possibili-

ties of the course on which they play, and 

to take a more active Interest In Improve-

ments in l inks design. 

Park and Playground Manuals 

Are Valued Works 
New York City—A. S. Barnes and Com-

pany, 67 W. 4-llh st„ announce publication 

of "Parks—A Manual of Municipal and 

County Parks." In two volumes, price, $20. 

and "Play Areas- Their Design and Equip-

ment," price, $2. 

The "Parks" book is compiled as a re-

sult of a nation-wide study of municipal 

and county parks conducted by the Play-

ground and Recreation Association ot 

America In co-operation with the Ameri-

can Institute of Park Executives at the re-

quest of the National Conference on Out-

door Recreation, This extensive work was 

financed by tbe l^aura Spelman Rockefel-

ler Memorial under the direction of I,. H , 

Weir, It fs a complete and practical work, 

priceless to those concerned with the prop-

er promotion of the outdoor public re-

creation movement and those who are re-

sponsible for park operation. Planning, 

financing, construction, operation and other 

details are treated fully by text and Illus-

trations. 

There Is considerable material relative 

to public golf courses In the two volumes. 

The work Is unquestionably a practical 

classic. 

George D. Butler edited the "Play Area" 

hook for the Piayeround and Recreation 

Association. Although the strictly golf as-

pect of the book is limited to practice put-

ling courses, due to the restricted space 

available for "Play Areas" aa defined by 

the context of the btok, there la consider-

able of value In the details concerning 

swimming pools, winter sport and chil-

dren's playground facilities that is of In-

terest to the operating management of the 

modern, fully equipped country club 


