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Leach's Mail Bag Answers 
Queries of Greenkeepers 

Applying Lime with Milorganite 
Sir: 

We are rehabilitating our fairways, that 

burned out during the summer, by using 

pulverized l imestone in certain places 

where the ground shows quite an acid re-

action (pH5), The ground is first to be 

thoroughly rolled with a spike roller. W e 

figure on using about one ton of l imestone 

to the acre. The ground also needs fer-

tilization if possible before seeding and 

we propose to use milorganite and apply 

about Vt in. of rich top soil over the seed 

and fertilizer. 

Can you tell me if the reaction of the 

pulverized limestone on the milorganite 

would destroy the value of the milorganite 

if they were put on together or the mil-

organite shortly after the limestone? 

Would it perhaps be better to apply the 

limestone where necessary, seed and top-

dress and apply to milorganite after ger-

minat ion? Under ordinary conditions I 

am advised that the milorganite would 

promote germinat ion and could to advan-

tage be applied before the top soil. My 

question is simply asked as to the lime-

stone. A. M. <N. Y.) 

Reply 

At this time ot year, with the soil rap-

Idly cooling, there ts very little likeli-

hood of ground limestone and milorganite 

being incompatible. There would be some 

element of danger in applying milorganite 

at the same time as hydrated l ime, but 

inasmuch as the ground limestone is 

chemically more Inert I believe you will 

he entirely safe. 

The manufacturers of milorganite have 

done a great deal of experimental work 

with their product in relation to establish-

ing new seedliigs. As a result of this ex-

tended work tliey recommend the addi-

tion of 760 pounds of superphosphate 

(16%) per acre, this material to be 

worked into the soil to a depth of three 

or four inches. The superphosphate sup-

plements the nitrogen of the milorganite, 

thereby producing a better catch of grass 

and a heavier turf more quickly than 

when the superphosphate is omitted. 

B. R . Leach. 

Pearlwort Control 
Sir: 

Thank you for your suggestions on 

treating pearlwort with arsenate of lead, 

t had an idea that lead arsenate did not 

affect pearlwort. 

This season I have used arsenate of lead 

for the first time, using 5 lbs. to 1,000 

sq. ft, in the first topdressing aud there-

after through the summer 3 lbs. to 1,000 

sq ft. In September I applied 4 lbs. to 

1,000 sq. ft. 

I had quite a lot of chickweed this 

spring but now there is hardly a sign of i t : 

but pearlwort has come into most of the 

greens this summer, some very bad. It 

has been a very dry summer and possibly 

it flourishes in a dry season. 1 will give 

the pearlwort patches an extra applica-

tion of lead arsenate and see it I can 

discourage It. G. D. (Maine). 

Reply 
Glad to have the dope regarding the 

action of lead arsenate on pearlwort. 

Would appreciate more letters from green-

keepers and club officials giving their 

first-hand experiences as regards the ac-

tion of this chemical on individual species, 

ot weeds. In this way the l imitations of 

the chemicals as a weed killer would\ 

more nearly be determined. 

B. R. Leach. 

Aluminum Sulfate Toxic to Turf 
Sir: 

Have you any practical informat ion; 

the use of sulfate of a l um inum on M 

greens, used for the purpose of turn ing tht_, 

greens acid? 

M. G. , t . 

(Penh-i.) 

Reply: 
Prom a theoretical standpoint, a luminum 

sulfate would appear to be very desirabb 

material for the purpose of acidifying th 

soil of golf greens but from tbe standpoint 

of actual practice the chemical, while it 

certainly Increases the acfdlty of the soil, 

has proved decidedly toxic to fine turf. 

Turf treated with a l um inum sulfate 

grows fairly well during cool weather but, 

as the bot season approaches, takes on a 


