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plays from other retail ing fields and now 

It looks l ike the next move is to exercise 

their Ingenuity In profitably blending the 

principles of the stores' successful displays 

with a strictly pro shop atmosphere. It's 

bound to come and probably some of the 

foreslghted boys already are planning It 

to a marked degree for their next seasons. 

Chip Shots A round 
the Pro Circuit 

Well, now, one great International crisis 

!s avoided for the newspapers now carry 

the story that Walter Hagen didn't send 

the Prince of Wales a bill for $325 for a 

set of matched woods and irons that were 

sent to the bonny monarch after he had 

> played with Sir Walter. The affair car-

ried two stories: one that the bill was 

sent and another that It wasn't. Perhaps 

the fine Italian hand of Impressario Rob-

erto Harlow got this two-time feature into 

print. Why not send the bill to the Prince? 

He Isn't married so what has he got to 

spend money for? 

Not Too Many Pro Shops 
You hear merchandising experts say that 

one reason for the advent and hectic 

.growth of the chain stores is the surplus 

'of small retailing outfits that have no eco-

fnomic license for existence. I t Is inter-

esting to note the pros' immun i ty from 

this criticism. There is just one pro shop 

per club and not an over-development of 

retai l ing outlets in the pro field. 

Protest Florida Shakedown 
Some timely comment on the pro entry 

fee required in open tournaments conduct-

ed for resort publicity Is made in the 

BrUtolitc. The La Gorce demand for a 

$25 entry fee came fn for a strong and 

entirely Justified slug. It Is reasonable to 

suppose that $15,000 prize money wouldn't 

have been offered If the establishment 

hadn't seen more than that amount of 

publicity In sight as the result of profes-

sional participation. 

The claim that the $25 fee was needed 

to keep off the course coyotes was not In 

order. Presentation of a P. Q, A. card 

for the current year would have been as-

surance enough that the entrants meant 

business. 

But, anyway, the Bristol paper sets 

forth: 

"Unless certain differences are ironed 
out there may be a scarcity of tour-
nament professional golfers in Florida 
next winter. The competitive awards 
were nothing to speak of anyway, but 
the blow-off came when the date drew 
near for the one event in which they 
bad a chance lo play for real money. 
That was when the boys were soaked 
a $25 entrance fee for the La Gorce 
tournament. 

"But even prior to that they suddenly 
found themselves accorded the same 
treatment which any ordinary duffer 
might expect to receive. In other 
words, upon their arrival in Florida 
they were made to pay green fees. 
The profession simply wasn't recog-
nized at all. When the pros. Includ-
ing the top sawyers, appeared at any 
of the courses they would be asked to 
register and then plunk down their 
green fees, generally about $4 in that 
part of this fair land. And they would 
continue to be treated in that manner 
until tournament t ime rolled around. 

"On top of that to be asked to dig 
down and lay a fee on the line was 
not so pleasant, especially for those who 
failed to finish in the money. At La 
Gorce, for instance, In addition to the 
$25 fee the professional had his hotel 
and other expenses to reckon with, 
which meant that it cost between $100 
and $200 for his several days' stay to 
compete in the tournament. And when 
he didn't get up in the money it 
was just that much red iuk on his bank 
roll. 

"The leading professionals have sel-
dom paid an entry fee In tournaments. 
A majority of the clubs have figured 
it as good advertising or publicity to 
have the stars of the game play over 
their courses tn touranments. But all 
that seems to have been changed In 
Florida, where they charged $3 per day 
or $5 for the tournament for the gal-
lery to walk around the course watch-
ing the high l ights perform. And they 
made the pros who furnished the show 
pay for their own performance. 

"At La Gorce hair ot the field had 
to pay $25 for 36 holes of play, as only 
about that proportion of the field could 
make the grade for the final 36 holes. 
And that, of course, meant they had no 
chance to get a slice of the purse. 

"There are (hose among the profes-
sionals who claim that If they didn't 
enter the tournaments down that way 
the meetings there would be complete 
flops. There is, to be sure, a deal of 
truth in that. In fact, what would the 
national open be ff not a single one of 
the recognized stars were to enter." 


