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He Saw the Light and Prospered 

By WM. POTTER 
(A. C. Sfwidt.* 9 Srai) 

T HAVE been very much interested In 

1 reading the articles In your magazine 

In connection with the betterment ot the 

pro business, and while what I have to say 

probably represents a situation only e m 

bracing a small percentage ot proa, yet I 

see evidence In my territory that such sit-

uations exist and are not uncommon. 

I have been calling on a pro eminently 

tor several years and, of course. 1 got to 

know him welt, loot's call lilm Bill Smi th 

and go back three years. Here Is how tho 

conversation went: 

"Well , Mr, Smith , we've bad some prelly 

decent weather, business must be pretty 

good 7" 

To which Mr. Smi th replied: 

"Business is rotten. I am only giving a 

few lessons, the members are a bunch of 

cheap skates, they buy a lot of stuff down-

town Say, if you hear of a good Job let me 

know about It." 

Let us go bark two years and again Ihe 

story was practically the same, and also 

last year. 

Let us to a small degree analyse this 

pro. He Is a man of thirty or so, of average 

Intelligence and s pleasing personality, a 

good teacher and a fair player. The situa-

tion as 1 found it those three years was 

this: I would go out to his club and it he 

was not around I would Inquire of the 

caddy master for hint and the answer 

would he: 

"Mr. Smith has gone over to Green Mead-

ows to play," or " J immy Jones, pro from 

such and such a club, ts here playing with 

Mr. Smi th -

Stay on the Job 

It wasn't that business was so rotten 

as It was that he wasn't on the Job to take 

care of it. I l ls members would call up 

for lessons, not once, but several times, 

and couldn't connect, so naturally after a 

while they drifted away from him. He 

wasn't taking proper care of his business 

and glvfng that personal touch that no 

drug store or department store can give In 

fitting members with proper clubs and the 

story always was. "Business Is rotten let 

me know If you bear of a good Joh." 

This year things are different. He saw 

the light. His shop bad never been par-

ticularly Invit ing, but this year he re-

arranged it so that It Is now a pleasure to 

go In. His stock fs a pleasure to the eye— 

not tbst he is carrying any more than usual 

—but it ts arranged and displayed with 

good taste, be is on the Job from early morn-

ings unti l late evenings, hfs t ime Tor the 

most part being taken up with lessons and 

It Is next to Impossible to get htm to play 

golf. This is a club fn which the member-

ship has changed but little over the past 

four years, a club at which business was 

always rotten, but the other day when I 

asked Mr. Smith how business was he 

answered: 

"Wonderful ; I have tripled my business 

this year over the same period last year." 

And he admitted that the business was 

there alt the time, only be hadn't gone 

after IL 

FE R T I L I Z E R S of any description should 

always be used with care, combined with 

knowledge of the particular soil and Its 

existing chemical contents. Different soils 

require different treatment. Wha t suits 

one green on a course, may not suit an-

other on the same course. Therefore no 

bard and fast rule can he laid down in 

ferti l izing golf courses,—Tram the Journal 

of the Golf GmJrpra. jtmtn., England. 

DC. BUitfKKR. In charge of malnte-

- nance of municipal golf course at 

Galesburg, ill,. Is believed lo be the 

world's first greenkeeper to be honored 

by having a public course named after 

h im. City council endorsed the action. 

" B E R T * H U M I S T O N , F E R T I L I Z E R 

E X P E R T , G O E S W I T H V, C. 

Chicago, III.—Hobert E. ( "Ber t " ) Humls-
ton, for IR years in the fertiliser business, 
and, prior to that time, active in the horti-
cultural business, has become associated 
with the Virginia-Carolina Chemical Co. la 
a sales development capacity. 

Humlston 1s well known to the golf 
trade, hav ing been, for the last seven 
years, with the Premier Poultry Mannrt 
Co. of Chicago, dur ing the latter part of 
this period being vice-president and gen-
era] manager. He Is nationally rated as a 
practical authority on fertiliser manufac-
turing, uti l ising and merchandising He 
will spend a good part of hts t ime In the 
field for Virginia-Carolina, and wil l make 
his headquarters at 17&8 Sunnyslde Ave-
nue. Chicago, with the telephone, Ravens-
wood 6180, 


