
40 GOLFDOM 

MOVE TO ORGANIZE NATIONAL 

daily fee group 
AS NEW GIANT OF SPORT BUSINESS 

A N O T H E R mi les tone in the business 

advance of golf was passed March 14 

d u r i n g the Gol f Show a t Chicago 

when a lmost 40 owners of daily-fee golf 

courses me t at a d i nne r and business ses-

sion organized by the Chicago Da l ly Fee 

Gol f Course Owners ' associat ion and took 

steps to o rgan i ze a na t iona l associat ion of 

da l ly fee course owners. 

As the ou tcome of th is meet ing , the na-

t iona l o rgan i za t ion probably wi l l be 

launched ear ly fn May wi th a schedule of 

work def ini tely l a i d out by the organiza-

t ion commi t t ee headed by A r t h u r Ahern , 

president of the Ch icago organ iza t ion , and 

c ha i rman of the p re l im inary session. The 

organ iza t ion commi t tee Is composed or 

A r t h u r Ahern , Evergreen; Jos. I-avin, 

Go l fmoor ; Bert S t u rm , Woodr tdge; T. J , 

Moreno, M Id-City; R, H. Montgomery , 

Haw tho r ne Val ley; G. F. Wh l tmo re . J r . . 

W i l l ow ick ; W , H, L i vie, R idgewood ; 

J o n a t h an Com stock, Crans ton ; J . A. 

Hun t e r , Super io r ; Henry Barry , H ickory 

H i l l s ; D. D. Nel , Arcad ia Brook ; J . W , 

Lepper, D ix ie H i g h : Herbert Vos, Cha i n o' 

I*akes; Char les H, Thorn ton , T a h k o d a h ; 

N. Lewis A f ton , Water ford Woods ; J , F. 

Chamber l a i n , P ipe o' Peace; Char lea Nash , 

Tecl iny F ie lds; J . W. Coghi l l , Cog-Hil l ; 

Ray Paddock, Waueonda ; J . E . Murphy , 

r am ie ; G . W . Da r l i ng , Ro l l i ng Hi l ls , and 

W. G, Ga l l lher , Wash i ng ton . 

A l t hough not m u c h t ime was ava i l ab le 

for get t ing Ihe p re l im inary meel lug or-

gan ized , tbe response to the Inv i t a t i ons 

sent out as " feelers" p la in ly indicated the 

need for a na t iona l da l ly fee course 

owners* assoc ia t ion . 

It was brough t out a t the meet ing that 

now the da l l y fee course p layers are 

ra ther lert out in the cold tn the na t iona l 

t ou rnamen ts , as It has been indicated that 

their presence a t the Na t i ona l Pub l i c 

Pa rks t o u r namen t Is not precisely wel-

come, The course owners considered the 

s tag ing of a Na t i ona l Dai ly Fee Course 

t ou rnamen t . 

F igures on Ihe Investment represented 

at the meet ing showed that the dai ly fee r* 

golf course business r igh t now is one of 

the ma jo r sports industr ies of Ihe country . * > 

Cons ider ing Ihe youth of t he business and 

its present s tand ing , as com pa red w i t h t 

baseball , for example , i t was t hough t 

p la in ly evident that If for no other reason • * 

than to give a nat ion-wide demons t ra t ion 

of the extent and Impor tance of the da l ly * 

fee operat ions, such an organ i za t ion as the 

one proposed would be wor th whi le . * " 

D u r i n g the discussions at Ch icago there 

were shown high-spots of a pro liable sched- * 

tile for association ac t iv i t ies lo be con-

sidered at the forma l l a unch i ng of the 

organ i za t ion . A m o n g these subjects were r 

the development of week-day business, 

h a n d l i n g women 's play, cater ing to the > 

f am i l y trade, compar ison of price sched-

ules, quan t i t y buy ing , centra l registrat ion 

bureaus, Ihe daily-fee course f rom the 

realtors' s tandpo in t , j o i n t act ion In legal , 

mat ters , p romot ion of Industr ia l c lub bus-

iness, course construct ion snd ma in tenance ( 

costs and methods, c lubhouse operat ing 

methods and costs, advert is ing , and str ict „ 

ma in tenance of spor t sman l i ke conduct of 

players. ^ 

It was the hope of those at the Chicago 

meet ing that a na t i ona l da l ly fee organiza-

t ion would give the investment tn th is 

business a recognized s tand ing , and that < * 

the Investors' money would be better 

hand led by a general exchange of ideas on *-

correct practice. The ma t te r of the psy-

chology of Ihe daily-fee n ame for such an L • 

associat ion also was considered at the 

meet ing , w i th the consensus of op in ion n 

be ing tha t t he n ame was property descrip-

tive and Involved no idea of cheapness, » r 

but ra ther that of h igh class golf and c lub 

fac i l i t ies being offered on a thr i f ty , pay-as- * 

you-play commerc ia l basis. 

For i n f o rma t i on regard ing the progress * 

of the organ iza t ion commi t t ee inqu i rers 

are referred to A r t h u r Ahern . Evergreen 

Go l f c lub, 9 1 4 0 Sou th Western avenue, 

Ch icago , 111. 


