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to those using creeping bent or blue grass
for their fairways and greens.

But, consider by case down here in
Florida, where we use nothing but Ber-

muda grass wherever it will possibly
Erow.

Should I attempt to use the same
treatment described for exterminating

crab grass, such as amonium sulphate and
arsenate of lead? Will these materials
do my Bermuda grass good and the crab
grass harm?
I should like very much to see some
disenssion of the condition.
W. T. B.

Answer—

In reply would advise that as yet [ do
not have very much information on the
effect of arsenate of lead on Bermuda
grass, but hope to have this information
soon as many greenkeepers In the South
are experimenting with the chemical on
Bermuda.

From what | have heard so far the
chemical does not seem to impalr estab-
lished stands of Bermuda but does check
the seed appreciably when germinating.
Would suggest that you give the chemical
a trial in a small way on a small portion
of one of your greens or on Bermuda grass
not in actual play, and would be pleased
to hear from you as regards your resulls
at any time.

B. R. LEACH.

A Poa Annua Problem
Editor, GOLFDOM,
Sir:

One of our greens is two years old, It
is raised green built on fairly level ground
with 18 inches raise to the back. Seeded:
red top 30 per cent, bent 10 per cent, fescue
60 per cent. Seeded in the fall; coming
fine the first year. The following spring
poa annua set in and practically covered
it. We asked advice and were told to
burn it off and put on one inch of top soll
and that would kill all the poa annua,

We seeded down last fall fescue, red
top and a little bent. It looked good this
spring and then more Poa annua set in.
Some bare patches showed so we plugged
with bent and the bent plugs are doing
better. Now the question is, if we cut
that green very short in the fall, even
with a lot of Poa annua on it, and put
100 pounds bent seed, and top dressed,
would the bent crowd the other out? Just
what would you do?

J. M. (Mass.).

GOLFDOOM

Answer—

Would advise that there are only two
methods of cleaning up Poa annua from
a green. The first method consists of tak-
ing it out by hand which, is fine in theory.
but not so fine in practice. The second
method Involves the use of arsenate of
lead since Poa annua does not flourish in
a green so treated, whereas the chemical
stimulates the growth of the bent grasses

In the case of your green | would top-
dress immediately with your regular top-
dressing, mixing arsenate of lead with
it, so that the turf will receive & pounds
of the chemical to each 1,000 square feet
of surface. Or, if you wish you can top-
dress as usual and then mix the arsenate
of lead with sufficient gquantity of moist
sand and scatter it over the green on top
of the topdressing. This will take the
punch out of the Poa annua and give the
bent all the chance it needs.

With regard to putting on 100 pounds of
bent seed would advise that this depends
entirely on how much bent grass there
i8 already present in the green. If you
think the bent grass is very thin and not
capable of making a thick surface after
the Poa annua fades out of the picture
then I would seed with bent and do it
immediately since the fall season In your
lattitude is short and the newly germi-
nated bent requires all the time it can
get in the fall to get a toe-hold, If you
think there ig sufficient bent grass already
on the green so that, with a little nursing,
it will fill in the green as the Poa annua
goes out then I would not apply any seed.
As a general rule 1 do not think it pays
to seed bent with other grass seed such
as red top and fescue. These latter
grasses are much quicker and stronger in
germinating and have a tendency to erowd
out the weaker bent seedlings. A year
after seeding, as the red top and fescue die
out, as they invariably do, there is not suf-
ficient bent in the green to crowd in and
fill up the empty spaces and as a result
the Poa annua takes ho!d and the first
thing you know you have a Poa annua
green,

Would suggest that the next green you
rehabilitate, that you seed the 20th of
August with bent seed alone, using no red-
top or fescue. Then if you have any
trouble with Poa annua give the green a
treatment of arsenate of lead as detailed
ahove.

B. R. LEACH.



