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Watering Economy Has Field’s
Attention

By W. A. BUCKNER
Buckner M/fg. Co

It is our belief that the most outstand
ing development in the business end of
golf during the past vear is the widespread
interest shown in the hoseless system of
irrigation. A great many clubs throughout
the United States have adopted this method
of irrigation by the use of self-closing, un-
derground valves instalied in the fairways
flush with the soil on which the sprinklers
are snapped. An installation of this type
reduces the irrigation costs of any golf
course approximately 50% as compared
with the old method.

We do not believe there is another item
of initial expense in connection with golf
course up-keep that will pay one-half the
dividend on the Investment as will be
earned by a hoseless system

Practically all the outstanding clubs in
California have already adopted this
method. This ig, of course, due to the fact
that it Is of California origin, but eastern
clubs are fast falling in line

Some Questions
and Answers from

Leach’s Mail

By B. R. LEACH

Question
Sir

Four years ago we seeded our greens
with what purported to be fescue and
South German Creeping Bent. The bent
failed to materialize to any appreciable
extent. The fescune has not done very well
and, four years having elapsed, it has prac-
tically disappeared,

Native to this locality is a very hardy
velvet or erab grass which we are unable
to identify, We have commonly termed it
crab grass, but several so-called expertis
classify it as velvet.

It is a very tough,
gpreads quite rapidly. We have spent lots
of money cutting it, that is, with a very
fine sharp disc, cutting it both ways in an

coarse growth and
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business, and before that they have to
ba bujlt—that's our business XYoury
hrend and butter, like ours, demands de-
Hvering tha greatest values in golf equip-
ment to the purchaser for the maney
paid by him, The Wilson line for the
coming season does Just that thing., It
offers the finest, the most afficient —
Beauty, Service and Value unsurpassed,

No “Pro” Inlerested in bullding business
will place his order befora seoing this
remarkable Wilson line for the coming
yoar, Wiison representatlives are now
displaying it. Tt is filled with profitable
apportunities for you, Walt for them
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effort to slow it up, but this does not check
it in the least. We have used literally
tons of ammonia sulphate and it seems to
thrive the same as the balance of the green.
We have tried cutting ic out in blocks and
patching, but that is such a tremendous
task and so expensive that we had decided
to plow up the entire greens and reseed.
I then read your article and proceeded to

the course this morning and treated a
large section of one of our greens with
arsenate of lead as suggested by you. We

applied the lead in solution and put it on
very thick. Time alone can tell what re
sult we will experience. In what manner
would you suggest applying the arsenate,
by hand, in top-dressing, or in solution?
Would you suggest a heavier application
than 5 1bs. per 1,000 8q. ft. in the winter
when the grass and soil are wet? In other
words will an extra heavy application
hurt anything,

We have a native bent here that is posi-
tively the most perfect grass for greens
that | have ever seen and I have seen
lots in all parts of the country. This grass
is now grown and harvested by a local con-
cern and we have already a very large
practice putting green and two large ex.
tensions seeded in this grass and they are
perfect. The grass being native here is
taking possession of all of our greens with
the exception of this terrible crab or vel-
vet of which I write. If we can eliminate
this with some chemical we would save
hundreds of dollars and have perfect
greens.,

Can you help us?
sample of the grass
where to send it.

I can send to you a

it you will tell me
C: W H
(Oregon. )

Answer
Sir:

We would suggest that you send a sam-
ple of this grass to The Division of Agros-
tology, Bureau of Plant Industry, U. 8. De-
partment of Agriculture, Washington. D. C.

If this grass is a true bent grass the ar
senate of lead will stimulate its growth
rather than check or kill it.

I do not advise the application of ar-
senate of lead mixed with water to turf.
Rather apply it mixed with moist sand or
soil or better still with dry milorganite.
Five pounds of arsenate of lead will knock
this grass If it is amenable to arsenate of
lead treatment, but if it is a bent grass
25 pounds won't hurt it In the slightest.

B. R L.
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Question
Sir:

Replying to your inquiry In October
GOLFDOM, we have used arsenate of lead
in accordance with Instructions given hy
you in earlier issues of the above maga-
zine on Bermuda greens with very satisfac:
tory results.

The Bermuda was very late this year in
coming up but we had a late spring and
they were well covered by Italian rye and
we do not know whether the application
of arsenate of lead had anything to do with
their lateness.

Our fairways are infested with the June
beetle grubg and we would appreciate your
advice as to the use of arsenate of lead on
the fairway. Can it be safely applied
without mixing with top-dressing as we
have done on the greens?

W, G, J.
{North Carolina).

Answer
Sir:

I note that you have had satisfactory
results using arsenate of lead on Bermuda
greens. When grass seed and stolons in
general are planted in soil recently treated
with arsenate of lead the chemical has a
tendency to delay germination to a certain
extent and also to slow up the growth of
the newly sprouted grass for a few weeks,
but after this initial period of retardation
the grass picks up with a bang and rapidly
outstrips grass growing In non-arsenated
soil. No doubt this was the general con-
dition which you experienced.

As regards the treatment ! fairways for
the control of June beetle woula refer you
to one of my articles in GO.L«DOM in
which this operation was discussed in de-
tail. For directiong for the application of
this chemical without the wuse of top-
dressing previous issues of GOLFDOM.

B. R L.

Question
Sir:

We are troubled with a weed commonly
called brass-bhutton due to the small bright
brass colored flowers which it bears. It
was received in sgeaside bent seed, is a per-
ennial and spreads rapidly. It has the
characteristic of throwing up a growth
from almost any small amount of root left
in the ground.

Have been able to kill it with arsenate
of soda but the leeway between killing the
weed and not killing the bent is so small
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Getting the
most from
yvour budget

This is the crucial time of the
vear for many golf clubs as new
officials are being elected and
attempting to establish plans that
will get the greatest value from
the course maintenance money.

The associated Winn and Davis
organizations span a greatl part of
the country’s golf territory with a
personalized greens equipment and
material service that supplies the
most practical machinery for course
maintenance, and the best values in
seed, fertilizer, worm eradicator
and other maintenance materials.

While you are making your
plans for your 1929 maintenance
budget get in touch with us for
quotations and advisory service,
without cest or obligation.
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that I have hesitated to use the soda on
a Jarge scale. Am trying arsenate of lead
on oné green but haven't had time to tell
as to its effect.

Have you had any experience with this
weed? It is going to prove a bad one here
on the coast, Can youn give me the name
or names of a couple of good books dealing
with weeds, especlally in reference to golf
course work?

R. E. M,
(California).
Answer
Sir:

Would advise that I
perience with the “brass-button weed” as
such. Would suggest that you send a
sample of this weed to the California Ex-
periment Station asking them to give you
the technical or scientific name of the
weed In question., We would then be in a
better position to give you more specifie
asgistance for controlling it.

As a general rule, however, we have
found that weeds of a matted type of
growth, commonly found in fine turf, such
as chickweed, fennel, ete., are readily con-
trolled by the persistent use of arsenate
of lead in the top-dressing. [ therefore
suggest that you continue the applications

have had no ex-
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of the chemical to the green in question,
As soon as you come to a definite conclu-
gion, one way or the other, regarding the
effect of the arsenate on this weed, let me
know and the results will be published in
GOLFDOM.

So far as I know the best book on the
weeds of the United States was written by

Ada Georgin of Cornell University and
published by the MacMillan Co. Would
also advise that the principal weeds of

fine turf in this country have been illus-
trated and discussed in the various num-
bers of the Bulletin of the Greens Section
during the past several years.

B. R L.
Question
Sir:
In October GOLFDOM, on page 12 1

noticed that you state you have not had
any information on the effect of arsenate of
lead on Bermuda grass.

Bermuda grass is unquestionably the
best grass for golf courses in the south.
We have tried several different kinds, but
invariably go back to Bermuda. There are
two grades of Bermuda grass, one coarse
and one fine. The best way s to get the
Bermuda grass seed to insure getting the
fine quality, Sometimes in winter a little
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Italian rye is sprinkled over the putting
greens, which adds a softaess to it. Put-
ting greens with Bermuda grass, to insure
a soft green grass, should be covered with
sand, or top-soil, occasionally, just leaving
a little of the grass showing and in a very
short while the new growth comes
through. Otherwise, you have more or less
of a stiff, stubby green.

We have not had any experience in
using arsenate of lead. We do have a
little trouble with ericket moles and are
using a preparation made by the Para-
mount Chemical Company, Columbus,
Georgla, which geems to be very effective.
I would like to inquire a little about ar-
senate of lead. Do you know of anyone
who has had the experience in using it
on St. Augustine grass? This, of course,
is much coarser than Bermuda and will
grow in the shade right up to the tree
trunk, which s quite an advantage. But,
there is something that attacks the root,
I think thev are called cinch bugs, The
grass beging to turn brown in spots and
unless It is checked will spread over a
wide area. 1 have read of your experience
with arsenate of lead for other purposes
and 1 am of the opinion that it might
remedy our trouble with the other grass.
If you know of anyone who has had the
experience kindly let me hear from you.

T. 3 P
(Florida.)

Answer
Sir:

We have as yet, had no reports of the
use of arsenate of lead on St. Augustine
grass. As regards the control of cinch
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bugs attacking the roots of this grass
would suggest that yvou collect a few
samples of this insect and send them to

the Florida state entomologist for a scien
tific determination. We would then be in
a position to give you a more intelligent
whether arsenate of Jlead
would prove ratisfactory as a control agent
for this insect
The local and Insects
vary so much in the various sections of the
country that it is very difficult at times to
know what the insect or weed concerned
really is. The scientific name of a weed
or insect, on the other hand, is always the
same, consequently if we have this we can
readily find out what is known about it in
the general reference books and advise you
accordingly You can always obtain the
scientific name of a bug or weed by send.
ing it to your State Experiment Station
B. R. L.

answer as (o

names of weeds

Golf Taxation Plan Fits City
Growth

By A. P. GREENSFEILDER
Chairman, Committee on Parks and Playgrounds,
St. Louis County, Mo

[ N October GOLFDOM there appeared an
article, “"How Long Is Cry for Tax Jus-
tice to Be in Vain?",
very much Indeed, and 1T am taking this
occasion to present to you our problem
which might help to solve the above tax
question.

Several of us who members of a
country club moving farther westward and
who are also deeply interested in regional
and city planning are concerned with the
problem of the future of a large number of
privately owned golf courses now in exist
ence in this distriet.

It seems quite plain to us that it is in
the interest of the general community that
these club-grounds now privately owned
should become publicly owned in time. In
other words, it leoks foolish to us that
these private golf courses should be sold
for land subdivisions, built up with ex-
pensive bulldings and then have the com

which interested me
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regarding construction and
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