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A. B. C. Reasoning Leads to 
Good Greens 

By " " D R . X " 

Ol 'H course now 
is two years oid, 
this a u t u m n 

concluding the first 
season of play. Con-
struction, planting, 
a n d development 
work took up all of 
the first year. 

We have a few fair-
ways t h a t require 
some more seeding as 
washouts and failure 
of seed to catch in 
several spots left us 
with tbe apparently 
unavoidable barren 
places. But, general-

There is an absence of deep tech* 

nicalities in this article for the reason 

that its author acknowledges that he 

has much to leam about the chemis-

try of greenkeeping, depending on his 

greenkeeper for the handling of this 

detail of course conditioning. 

Upon being burdened with respon-

sibility for the greens at his club he 

proceeded to work according to the 

interesting theory that there were 

many basic parallels between grass 

and humans in the promotion and 

preservation of health. 

satisfactory fairways. 
Our greens, however, 
are among the prize 
greens of our section 
of the country where 
more than a hundred 
of first class green-
keepers a n d many 
experienced g r e e n s 
chairmen are at work 
and have at their 
command some sub-
stantial greens bud-
gets. 

I think that proba-
bly o u r experience 
may contain some de-
tails that will pro-

ly, our 60% blue grass and red mote, perhaps guide, research and prac-
top, with a little rye in it, gave us tice along what seem to me to be safe, 

Use the 

Johnson Catalog 
When You Make 
Up Your 1928 
Greens Budget! 
Greens committee.* and their greens-
keepers are planning to make their 
big plays for rcduccd costs next year 
by using equipment instead of manual 
labor whenever possible. 
The catalog of J. OL IVER JOHNSON. 
IMC, gives you complete details of all 
equipment needed for first class, eco-
nomical golf coursc maintenance. 
Send for this catalog and use its defi-

nite and valuable information in get-
ting your equipment and supplies 
budget right. 
We shall be glad to give any greens 
committee concerned with compiling 
budgets for next year the benefit of 
our extensive and successful expe-
rience in golf coursc maintenance. 
I here is no cost or obligation attached 
lo this service. 

J. OLIVER JOHNSON, INC. 
World's Largest Coif Equipment House 

MORGAN, HURON AND SUPER IOR STREETS, CHICAGO, ILL. 
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-^Uniform Dra inage 
is the foundation of successful golf course mainte-
nance. You will have to have it, sooner or later-
Why not in the beginning? Consult us. 

WENDELL P. MILLER 
Golf Drainage Engineer 

403-5 East Broad Street Columbus, Ohio 

I believe patients treated witb m in imum 

amount of drugs recover quicker and with 

Eewer chances o( setbacks. On the treat-

ment of both humans and grasses, opinions 

differ greatly, but I resolved to base our 

greens practice on the homeopathic basis 

and attempted to handle grass life on the 

same general lines as would be followed 

with human life. Our ideas and practices 

In some respects have been viewed witb 

amazement and at times have been con-

demned, but thus far th»y have worked 

out nicely, 

At the base of our policy la protection 

against overst imulat ion. Another point we 

emphasize Is to get at the roots of the 

grass Instead of hoping Lhat watering and 

absorption through the blades of the grass 

would eventually bring the good to the 

roots. 

No Compost Pile 
Oreenkeepers who come out to Inspect 

our greens are shocked by the absence of 

a compost pile at our course. They fore-

cast dire results from the weakening of our 

grass by tho necessary frequent cuttings 

and apparently no replacement of nutri-

tive material. The top dressing that we 

do—and we do plenty of it—is with black 

earth that fortunately ts present in abun-

dance at our course. Varying amounts of 

aand are mixed with this black earth, but 

only every few times do we mix fn any 

addit ional chemical matter. In the hot 

weather we use practically no sand in the 

top dressing and thus keep our grass roots 

molat. The last dressing of the last year 

contained a large amount of sand to keep 

the greens from freezing and our success 

was such that we will repeat the operation 

this year. 

One practice that we follow religiously 

is to Bee that the roots are aerated. In 

our supply of maintenance equipment 

there are a dozen pitchforks lhat have 

the tines cut off to about half the usual 

length, and resharpened. We dig these 

Into the greens at spots that look a little 

off, wiggle the forks back and forth to get 

air to the grass roots and find that it helps 

the grass without interfering with the 

trueness of the putting surface. Several 

times I have noticed that this treatment 

worked on what appeared to be the start 

of brown patch. The more I see and hear 

of brown patch, the more I am inclined 

to think that many greenkeepers and 

greens chairmen get Trlghtened and incor-

rectly diagnose grass that IB resting for a 

t ime as grass that has been attacked by 

brown patch. 

My theory with this forking of the 

NOW IS THE TIME TO GET AFTER THOSE WORMS! 
Earth worms can be eradicated thoroughly and without harm to thr turf by uiing 

M O W R A H MEAL 
Fw information and prim on thi» Worm Eradieitor, write to 

E. L. WINN, Inc. - 355 Jersey Ave., ELIZABETH, N. J . 

Western Representative: GEO . A. DAVIS . Inc . , C H I C A G O , ILL . 
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Wheeling's Washington Bent for Clean Quality Greens 

? l u r i t ) r "> ^ w l t * " 11 thnrourh i n v m t t m i a a or o » auppivitig n a n n y w . 
will welcome your vi.tt and *tve you every opportunity (or • W o n ln«p«tton 

^ f r m f ™ 1 " " P™> ! o/ qual i ty - T h - tu.l e,i K | t.jeer Countrr 
Club, the North Shore", flm l«-Hole Private 

from perennial weed*, 
weed*. 

I1».| t>enl InxeMil of 
„ m J l i .- Prtvmw 

<!ut>. chorn our atolont after a thorough tnvee-
tlfat loo of all aurwrle* tn Chicago DUtrlct, 

W H E E L I N G NURSER IES 
Phone Wheel ing 35-R WHEELING, ILL. 

greens Is lhat the atr will supply sufficient 
nitrogen to the grass If It Is allowed to get 
at the roots. 

No one can pay higher tribute to the 
service of chemistry to greenkeeping 
than I, no matter how extensive their ex-
perience has been as compared to mine, 
but to my way of thinking the use of 
chemical treatment of greens In most 
cases Is on the wrong basis. Something 
goes wrong with the greens. There is 
loud complaint at the club, and the green-
keeper, poor devil, must rush frantically 
In search of a quick cure and take desper-
ate chances with the normal hardiness 
of his grass, A good part of ihe time the 
operation results In too much of a good 
thing, the grass is over-stimulated, and, 
like the human body, finally depends on a 
continuous application of this stimulating 
element rather than on normal function-
ing. The outcome Is that the roots be-
come incapable of getting nourishment in 
the correct manner from the soil and an 
expensive penalty la paid for the haste. 
All of us have seen greens that are ap-
parently wonderful the first year, as the 
result of forcing the growth, but that show-
marked deterioration the second and fol-

lowing years. The parallel Is that of a 
man who takes cathartics so habitually 
that chronic constipation develops and at 
last the undertaker carries him off, 

A normal, balanced ration supplied regu-
larly, Instead ot a "shot1' of stimulant is 
ihe proper idea for man or green, and 
the only sound reason for a variation from 
that policy Is sickness. 

Conditioning of Greens 
Our greens maintenance operations are 

based on the policy that we want grass, 
not runners. We top-dress the minute 
there is evidence of any pronounced grain 
when the hand is rubbed back and forth 
brfskly over the green. 

We top-dress with tine d i n and rub It 
in with a MacOregor brush, flrst in one 
direction and then in the opposite direc-
tion. Then we water with a flue mist 
from several sprinklers so the top-dress-
Ing is sure to get to the roots evenly. 
When we make any application of crystal-
line chemicals we water well and keep 
play off the green for 24 hours. We adopt-
ed this policy because we noticed that 
much use of the green shortly after chem-
ical application would prevent dissolving 

PSiS2S2SESaSHSH5ESH5HSSS?5Z5HSHSZSH5HSHSHSS525E5S5ESESESESESHSHS2S2S2SaS2S2SaS?i 

CHARLES E. MADDOX CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

Let us construct your golf course according to your 
architect's specifications, for a flat contract price. 

Century Building CHICAGO Phone Harrison 4852 

fl2SHSZ5ES2S25E5H5H52Sa5HSSSaffa5E5ZSH5H5E5ESES2S2SHSZ5HSHSESZ5HSESSSiS2SESHSiSHS^ 
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GOLF COURSES 
DESIGNED and BUILT COMPLETE 

PRELIMINARY SERVICE FOR LAYOUTS, ITEMIZED ESTIMATES, ALL DETAILS 
AND INFORMATION FURNISHED GRATIS 

WRITF. FOR OUR ECONOMICAL METHOD OF PROCEDURE 

UNITED ST«ES GOLF ARCHITECTS, INC, 
STANLEY F. PELCHAR 

GOLF ARCHITECT 

"DESIGNERS. ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS" 

310 SO. M I C H I G A N AVE. 

C H I C A G O 

J AS, J PR EN DE* CAST 
CONSULTING ENGINEER 
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of the chemical application and Ha peno-

tration to the roots of the grass. The re-

sult was that tho chemical would stay on 

the surface and cause burning that would 

require several days for healing. 

Before we mow we brush our greens in 

opposite directions with a MacGregor 

brush, uiitll the runners are brought up 

and the green is shaggy. Then we mow. 

We have found lhat our method has 

given us greens that do not tear when a 

hard pitch shot fails on them. The bot-

tom of the spot where the ball lit is cover-

ed with grass instead of heing an exposed 

surface as Is found on many greens. 

Worms and Birds 
W e have not been bothered much by 

worms, and attribute our good fortune in 

this respect to the presence of thousands 

of hungry birds as memberB of our green-

keeping staff. W e are doing all that we 

possibly can to encourage them for we 

bave seen enough of other course damage 

wrought by worm casts to realize the 

value of birds, i lately have been develop-

ing the suspicion that much of the worm 

trouble experienced by soiue clubs has its 

origin in the compost applied to tbe 

greens. Recall ing where I used to dig Tor 

fish worms when I was a boy, leads me to 

the "hunch" that compost put on greens 

may contain the seed for a bumper crop 

of worms. 

No Bragging 

This narrative of my experiences and 

operations Is set down noi as gospel, Tor 

despite the present excellence of the re-

sults there may be something turn out 

wrong. But as I went Into green chair-

manship on a sort of a "no mother to 

guide her" basis and worked out salvation 

in what seemed to be the most natural 

manner, it occurred to me that others to 

be elected to this position might get some 

advice and hope from my experience. I 'm 

not boasting yet thai I am one of the mas-

terminds of greenkeeplng, and willingly 

THE LYMAN CARRIER PRODUCTS 
For Better Turf 

The Washington strain - if creeping bent 
for vegetative planting. Satisfactory turf 
guarantee J . Price of stolons reduced. 

Nursery, Granger, Ind. 

Cocoas creeping bent seed, the last word 
in fine turf. Warehouse, CoquUU, Ore. 

Lecco, the complete grass food. Takes the 
place of ammonium sulphate and compost. 
Many clubs are reporting excellent results 
from its use. Factory at Granger, Ind. 

Poa bulbosa, a winter green grass for the 
South. Warehouse, CoquiUe, Ore, 

L Y M A N CARRIER 
GRANGER , INDIANA or COQUILLE, OREGON 
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give the greater part of the credit for our 

results to our green keeper. Many Is the 

time that we have sat on the edge of a 

KWen until darkness felt and smoked and 

ct^npared Ideas on what we thought onr 

course needed. 

My Schedule for Fall Work 

B Y BOB DCGUIO 

/JroTtJtfo* Qnif Club 

I N discussing fall work on a golf course 

1 a greal deal must be said which is so 

familiar as to seem unnecessary of men-

tion. but reminders are not without value, 

so ft is desirable to Include a number of 

these well known details that these few 

remarks will fulfill their purpose, 

A considerable amount of work can be 

done In the fall that may have been car-

ried from last spring. 

Top-dressing fairways should be done al 

this time. Seeding without giving nourish-

ment Is a useless expense, as fairways 

need nourishment frequently, the same as 

greens. 

Drainage Is an Important factor in the 

maintenance of a golf course where good 

turf is needed and now is a good time to 

get busy with drainage problems. 

Those of us who are fortunate enough 

to have room Indoors can busy ourselves 

hauling fn sod. and getting our compost 

ready for next spring, preparing it in the 

proportions required. 

Handling the Flowers 

Those of us who have the pleasure of 

growing flowers ought to get our cannas, 

gladioli and dahlias dug up. Dry and store 

them until the following spring. 

The perennials will require a slight 

mulching. 

The land occupied by the annuals should 

be dug and bulbs of tulips, hyacinths and 

daffodils planted In their place. These 

will remain buried without signs of life 

unti l May when they will quickly shoot 

through and give a gorgeous display. 

Planting shrubbery and trees where 

needed can be done now. It should be the 

business of every club to Include some 

dxed annual sum in its budget to finance 

a landscape plan to beautify its course 

from year to year. 

Some fall pruning can be done now, and 

the larger frees need attention, remove alt 

dead limbs and cement up all crevices. 

Just r t C I I' M 4 sol 
I'tmrne of over »ni>o holes' 
Shoot llfl hole* every day 
A tiit you'd In* M., hem 
)>nrt ot H yrar mnklne the 
ri' i in' When you kind 
finished, t h e p«domeipr 
would r e a d 2P46 tulles 
even If you si eyed square • 
ly In lite middle or (he 
fairway the whole trip 

W« aren't Invltln* you 
to tndtilpte In any mara-
thon golf but ahnjily to 
wet A vlHlon of the Scott 
itolf Course The length 
[• Impressive, thnt'* true, 
but the Iiniijlly of lurf Is 
what counts: thtck. lux-
uriant. weed-free. The 
son I,R graej you can't 
farted 

Why try Bnett'e 
Heed nr.it lime you are In 
this market 7 The TSo 
club* now siiwInK 11 will 
testifv to the deptntU 
'lunllty. 

Khefo 
9ooo 

? 
OTL 

Country Course 
of Smooth Xklvety'Tw f / 

O. M. SCOTT & SONS CO. 
MARYSV1LLE. O H I O 

Golf Course and Lawn Seed 


