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Eliminating a Wet Fairway as 
a Play Hindrance 

By ELTON MARINE 
Orcenktcprr, Verity fark (.'nil c l u b , M l d d l e t u w n . O h i o 

THE course or the Verity Park Golf 
club at Mlddletown, Ohio, is an ex-
ample of a piece of land, previously 

useless, made available In itseir and to sur-
rounding property by well planned im-
provements. The course Is on n strip or 
ground once periodically inundated by the 
Miami river adjoining, but now protected 
by a levee ol tbe Miami Conservancy dis-
trict. Thus insured, the property has been 
hullt up over a period of ten years until 

It i.- now a garden spot enhanced by an 
attractive •'luhhouse and other buildings, 
and by a tnrf which represents constant 
care throughout this period. 

However, one problem until recently 
continued to remain unsolved. That prob-
lem was suh.lrutnage. Recauce of the prox-
imity of the river, ground water rises dur-
ing wet seasons, and longer time than 
normal is required after rafns for the low 
spots to pas? from the puddle or spongy 

1 fterless 
]ownmower 

Sharpener 

Thi P i t r t t u l.twntnnwrr Sh i rp rn t f l» * n o t * mn-
chint lhat iharprnt all make* of Power* Herat *nd 
Hand Montr* tificml/y—quickly—perfectly 
—<fO*l (he work at nothing tine cat*. OpCfeUd by | l 
H. P. Wot or— attach it to your (amp ao<k*t. Soc ia l 
CI rinding Wheel tnr elcMaa, erythee. #tc. Sfcat* •hard-
ening attachment Included. Will m*v it» en»t thr 
ftrat •aa*on, Write lor catalor and lit! of t u r n 

THI FATE ROOT h«TM CO. I l l till St.. PlfMath. Ob* 

H U N D R E D S OF GOLF C L V M , 
targe ami ^rnnlt, now o n the Peer* 
tea* l«nirnmowrr Sharpener. 

T H E 

GOLF KING SPRINKLERS 
Standard Coif Course Equlpmcht 

flATIISTeo ANO 
MTIHTS PtNDIHC 

ooi.r Kt\(i \n. a 
( ( i e a r t e a a ) 1 0 ! ) M n d e l 

Th t i la the 1«at worrl in an if M e n * up r Ink-
ier*. Ouaranleert hy the I.AHfJF.ST A.Nti 
2r 55 wtrM-ttsiva spKiNKi . ru F*c-

The ploneera in gulf c ou rw Irn-
• Ji l lnn, slow mot ion anr lnklera anil «rfei 
natora of Ihe H O B B L E S * s V S T B M of Go l f 
I '" i irnn wntering. IVt , a n eat y.nir Irrl-
Kul tn* cost 
O O L f K I N O No 3 wil l rover gr-atar area 
more unl fur in ly on the <ame f r - f i p i n n 
any (ither apr lnk ler ever m a d e N o t i o n * 
to »'s»r out iir ret out of order. 
Wr i te Tor l i terature, fteprem-niaiive wanted 
In each i l lelrlr l , 

BUCKNER MANUFACTURING CO. 
Freano, California 

ftOMtraL n< 
UHlfOOM 015'BIBUTIWl 

IHIMMV JLSW MOTION COX TOOL 



M A Y . 1927 11 

stage to the dry stage suitable to play-
ing 

One end of the course in particular gave 
trouble. This was due partly to the fact 
that the fairway is across a flat, low 
urea and partly because it Is at the foot 
of a rise froni which comes both surface 
water and spring seepage. 

Strangely enough, the matter of drain-
ing this wet area was brought to a head, 
not because of complaints from members, 
but liecause the turf never got quite dry 
enough to keep tt from being rutted by 
the mower tractor. It seems that while 
many members were wont to venture over 
this course when It was still too wet for 
either its good or their comfort, few 
thought to report the mailer other than 
by complaints among themselves. 

Not until the turf began to ^et in such 
a condition that It could not revive be-
tween wet spells, and extra expenses for 
upkeep began lo mount up, did the man-
agement seriously consider the matter of 
subd rain age. 

Drainage Plan 
The scheme finally adopted 

season of 192(1 l.iMail s1 

conslt.'tig of 6-inch Armeo corrugated Iron 
plji" with perforation In the upper half to 
collect ground water. A line 7M feet toug 
was laid across the middle of tbe area to 
be drained, leading from a catchbasin at 
its upper end lo a city storm sewer man-
hole at the lower end. Possible future ex-
tensions of the drainage system were pro-
vided for by a number of Intermediate 
catchbaslns and wyes. 

The pipe was supplied in 12-foot lengths 
with wye connections welded on and was 
provided with hook holts for making Held 
connections. The sod was neatly cut and 
rolled up In strips IS inches wide. The 
trench was then dug to a depth of ap-
proximately two feet, the eatchhasins 
placed, and the pipe laid and connected. 
Backfilling was made and the trench thor-
oughly watered, and after settling the 
trench for a few days, the sod was re-
placed. 

The benefits of this line were immedi-
ately apparent, but the need for a parallel 
line was soon seen. An additional line. 
2i>0 feet long and approximately 4(1 feet 
away, was laid with a diagonal connec-
tion leading to a catchbasin on tbe main 
line. (Continued on Pope 40) 
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The end catchbasins were provided with 
circular iron gratings, and all intermediate 
catchbasins covered with sheets of cor-
rugated metal and overlaid with sod. The 
casual observer today wilt never know a 
drainage line Is there, as the tiirr over 
the trench has now grown together. 

To keep the trench material from work 
ing Into the turf during the installation 
of the pipe, corrugated iron sheets were 
laid along the ditch and all excavated 
earth piled on them. Because nf this 
precaution, the grass was in perfect con-

cavatlng, placing the pipe and catchbasins, 
backfilling, sodding over and dressing up. 

was about Its' cents a lineal foot of drain. 
The success of the Installation from the 

standpoint of the golfer was proved con-
clusively recently when a succession of 
heavy downpours occurred. An excursion 
over the course tbe following morning 
showed that, while elsewhere pools of 
water were still standing in depressions 
and a general condition of sponginess pre-
vailed, the area drained by the corrugated 
pipe was practically solid underfoot, ami 
after a few hours of sunshine would be 
ready for either player or tractor to nego-

it damage to Ihe turf, 
ent observations It Is apparent 
linage investment will pay for 

' l1 '1 v"ine of the course and 
in lessened cost of keeping trwuv 

in proper condition. Its success. It may 
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G O L F COURSE TRACTOR 

STAUDE GOLF 
COURSE TRACTOR 
PRICE ONLY $420, f. o. b. Fully Guaranteed 
I n universal use, weight 1625 
pounds , easily pul ls mower 
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architecture 

THE LINKS 
By Robert Hunter 

Leading gulf architect* and t)1»yer» throughout 
the world pronounce thu volume • ciauic that 
ii bound to have a strong influence in bettering 
the character of golf courae design. 
It ii ill unrated with many illuminating platei 
showing IMC of the world'i famom hole)— 
and tame ol the common and expensive faulti 
in courte design. 

Look at "The Link*" before you leap into de-
sign or remodeling of a courte, 

" T h e L inks" fs $4 a copy 

Order from Book Department 

G O L F D O M 
225 Nor th M ich igan Avenue 
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bo safd, fs due to observing two general 
rules which are of value In connection 
with any drainage improvement. These 
ure: t l ) specify a drain which does not 
have to be dug up at periodic Intervals 
for repairs or to maintain Its drainage 
efficiency; and (2) make provision for ex-
tension of the system, should early experi-
eni-e indicate that this is required. By 
observing these rules, any course can in 
time make Itself noted for being the first 
in the neighborhood to become playable 
after rains. 

Crab Grass Treatment 

Crab grass, as you know, is an annual 
grass. Its seed ts very strong and grows 
almost any place. This grass has been 
found mostly about 200 miles north of the 
Mason-Dixon line. It puts in its first ap-
pearance in a beautiful, light-green growth 
from the first of June until perhaps the 
first of July, depending upon the heat con-
ditions of that spring In that particular 
location. Numerous inexperienced men 
arc under the impression that they are get-
ting a very wonderful putting green grass 
or the fairways are Improving every day, 
but it is the annual crab grass seed germ 
which has been deposited the yeur before. 
About the middle of July this crab grass 
Is at the point of turning Into a brown 
texture, the seed Is maturing very quickly, 
and toward September the seed has ma-
tured, falls from the crab grass Into Ihe 
ground to form the evil that you have had 
In previous years. In the putting greens 
and tees there are two practical ways of 
eliminating this grass; one Is having a 
group weeding the green thoroughly, tak-
ing the crab grass out by the roots before 
seed time comes, hut If the green is too 

No More Hoof Marks 
Cut Your Rough in One Day 

With lh* Detroit Tlouitti Cutter 
thr heaviest rrnn It qui. k 3 \ nml 
en ally put, the bunkai» rxtr 
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apeeda, U hall bear!He equipped 
Hlttl la liil lit to atanii front *e-
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H"nry Fnrd'a Golf Courae i hi) by 
hundred* ot her up-to-date il-jt." 
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HICKORY 
We have engaged In manufacture of 
hickory products for the past twenty-
six years, and can furnish pro finished 
hickory golf shafts of the very finest 
quality, 

I. R. I .orgs worth Co.. Somerset, Ky. 

Used Golf Balls Bought 
Ch«k lent 48 houri ifter 
their receipt. Any Quantity. 

GOLF BALL SUPPLY 
1311 Chestnut St. Loui t , Mo. 

Don't forget 
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for your golf course < v 
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