
32 GOLFDOM 

Outlines Work for Pros 

IT la common knowl-
edge that in any 
social group there 

Is an admixture of 
g o o d a n d bad. A 
cursory examination 
of society in ait its 
phases shows these 
two elements whether 
you take the family as 
the smallest s o c i a l 
group or the nation aa 
the opposite extreme. 

Society is grouped 
In other ways, how-
ever, as witness all 
manner of associa-
tions formed for the 
conduct of business or 
pursuit of pleasure 
In fact, any objective 
lhat must be gained 
is done through an 
association or com- — 

binat Ion of its par-
ticipants. This takes 
on various forms. All clubs—football, 
baseball, golf and the multitude of other 
sporting organizations are formed in this 
way, for the organization and pursuit of 
health-giving exercise. In business there 
are various chambers of commerce and 
local associations. No business of national 
importance (and there are hundreds) Is 
complete without its association. Many of 
these reach a high degree of organization 
undreamed of to the layman. The stock 
exchange Is a potent example. 

And why all this organization? This is 
best answered In the form of another ques-
tion—Why all tbe trade unions and la-
bor organizations during the industrial 
revolution? Were not these for the bene 
fit of that part of society that formed 
them? To free their members from their 
oppressive masters and present them with 
a higher standard of living was the avowed 
object of all these movements. 

Protection, then, is the watchword of all 
organizations—whether sporting, social, or 
bustness—protection o,' the good majority 
from the undesirable minority. Never a 
day passes without some individual with-
drawing (sometimes voluntarily, but often 
by request) from his club or society, Even 
the mighty Stock Exchange is not Immune 
from such conduct. 

RALLYING THE GOOD PROS 

The writer of the accompanying call 
for recognition of the well-qualified 
professionals and the weeding out of 
the unfit has been connected with pro-
fessional golf for many years. 

He asked us if we'd be afraid to 
print his warning to the good profes-
sionals that they'd better clean house 
in the professional ranks or else . 
GOLFDOM can't see that the story's 
too hot to handle. It does put the 
establishment of standards and ap-
praisal of fitness rather squarely up to 
the P. G, A., but with the reigning 
and vigorous national and sectional 
heads of this body it looks to us like 
the necessity of action couldn't be in 
better hands. 

There's a clean-up due. The worthy 
pros have been compelled 10 carry the 
burden of the worthless and "false 
alarm" pros long enough. 

And now comes the 
hour of our discon-
tent. for which It Is, 
as we proceed t o 
assimilate these re-
marks with the game 
or golf, which is our 
Immediate concern. 

Calls for P. G. A, 

He lp 
Golf Is controlled 

by a big three, BO to 
speak, the U. S. G. A., 
W. O. A. and P. G. A. 
I omit as subordinate 
lo these three the mul-
titude of state and 
district associations 
necessary to a proper 
control and adminis-
tration of the game. 
All three major or-
ganlzattons a t t a i n 

^ g r e a t and useful ob-
jectives. Of the three, 

however. I venture the opinion that the 
P. G. A. falls to fulfill functions which 
might welt come within its grasp and are 
deserving of most urgent attention. 

This is no mere destructive criticism, 
but is prompted with a view to Improving 
a state of affairs which seems to have 
drifted along unheeded. As Is well known, 
every business of any consequence has a 
rating. This is given after a careful sur-
vey of many considerations entering into 
the conduct of the particular business. 
This rating, too, has a meaning. It is a 
signal to the world at large that "So-and-
so" has a certain business standing In the 
circle to which he helongs. Furthermore, 
It Is evidence that by being so admitted 
to thts group he has earned the respect of 
his competitors and associates and (hat 
they are ready and willing to protect htm 
as they may seem fit. In this way a law 
Is Introduced into business whereby "good 
businesses drive out bad." 

Thts brings me to my point. Profes-
sional golfers, besides being professors of 
skill, are called on lo show some real 
business acumen. They run small busi-
nesses and in some isolated cases these 
take on the proportions of young depart-
ment stores. It is this group which the 
P. G. A, endeavors to control, but how far 
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this control extends Is a matter ot opinion. 
The rapid growth of the game during 

the past few years is now history. But 
has the P. G, A, grown with the game? 
Many new pros may he recruited to the 
ranks each year, but I seem to know sev-
eral of excellent standing both as players 
and business men who have relinquished 
their memberships. The Idea that good 
business men should withdraw rrom their 
association Is quite foreign and the very 
best evidence of something being amiss. 
These are they who ought to be protected 
Instead of being allowed to walk boldly 
out, as some do. In other words, separate 
the sheep from the goats, shepherd the 
sheep, but drive out the goats. 
Suggests "Pro" Rating 

It Is for this very reason that 1 offer the 
suggestion of rating every professional In 
the country exactly as businesses are 
rated. I can foresee opposition, hut this 
is no more than to be expected, for all in-
novations are received thus. The advan-
tages of such a rating must ultimately he 
manifold. Such a scheme should be under-
taken by the P. G. A. working In conjunc-
tion with the clubs who employ these pros. 
Added to this embryo reorganization com-
mil lee should be the manufacturers. It Is 
no mean task, and If ft accomplished noth-
ing but cleaning the profession or unde-
sirables It would have accomplished some-
thing worth while, it would raise the 
Cream to the surface. 

Were such a rating undertaken it would 
tie al the disposal of all clubs about to en-
gage the services of a pro. At present 
dubs lake a leap in the dark, and too often 
before the season has advanced many 
weeks they llnd they have bought a "pig 
in a poke." This would help to eliminate 
the great number of annual changes 
which take place In the professional ranks. 
The mere fact of a club having engaged 
five pros in as many years Is in itself proof 
of an unhealthy state of afTalrs in the golf 
business. 

The third heneflt to be derived from such 
a scheme would be to the manufacturer. 
By having access to such a system he 
would benefit to Ihe same extent that each 
club would. 

I have only hinted at three benefits such 
a system would bring to light, but It will 
be obvious there are a multitude of minor 
matters that might arise Tor discussion. 
Why not, then, these three directly Inter-
ested parties get round a table and set the 
ball rolling. 

with the 
Powers Shower Mixer 

SAFETY At t u t a mi l i n e valve ha* 
been invented which will 

rrgulate your i h o v n and keep the temper 
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chance of gett ing *caided. No slipping and 
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a mdden change in Ihe temperature of the 
water. 
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contain* valuable information on *howera 
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One Way Out 
Within a comparatively short space of 

time—roughly two years—it has come to 
my knowledge thai some twelve or fifteen 
professionals have had resort to the bank-
ruptcy court. 

When one considers the number of pros 
In the country, also that golf has been 
played during a generation or more, this 
may seem a smalt number of failures. To 
those on the "inside." however, that Is 
Just twelve or fifteen more than ought to 
be. Golf has enjoyed and atlll enjoys a 
period of prosperity. Who can say that 
It knows the meaning of tho word depres-
sion with new clubs springing up all over 
the country, and existing clubs increasing 
their memberships? 

Clubs Increase not by tens aud dozens 
but by hundreds each year, and players 
now are numbered In hundreds of thou-
sands. 

It is the very fact of this rapid growth 
that brings about the unstable condition 
that exists In the golf business today. All 
rapid growth of this type Is potentially un-
healthy. Business Is full of cases where 
disaster has followed In the wake ol 
booms. And tbe golf business has been 
enjoying a boom for at least the last 10 
years In the United Stales. 

Certafn people are attracted to the game 
who have no license whatsoever to desig-
nate themselves as professionals. Others, 
again, able aud competent professionals, 
lack that business acumen and poise neces-
sary to hold down tbelr Jobs. Laxity on 
the part of the governing body tt refer 
specifically to the body of golf profes-
sionals. as the governing bodies of golfers 
as represented by tbe U. S. G. A. and 
W. G. A. reach the acme of perfection as 
compared with the salaried brigade) has 
helped materially to bring about this state 
of afTairs. 

As In all munhroum-likc growths, this 
golf business is no exception to the rule 
of excesses which they generate. Men are 
made rich over night who formerly 
scarcely knew where their next night's 
sleep was to come from. Human nature 
being what It Is. these "nottveaux riches" 
proceed to live as they have often dreamed 
ihey would. It fs addiction to these ex-
cesses which has led to the downfall of 
the majority of the twelve or fifteen. The 
truth of this will be apparent if one studies 
their names and the clubs with which they 
were connected. Most are men of consid-
erable ability as professionals, but lack 
the force of character to resist such things 
as the market and the pony. Other ex-

Would You Encour-
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THE FULNAME COMPANY 
C i n c i n n a t i , O h i o 

y!lsf> makers of Ihe Fulname Golf Clut Market 
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cesses ninny are wont to Indulge In are 
too apparent tor my citation. I pose as 
no paragon of virtue, for I confess to a 
little gamble, also to a refreshment. The 
(rouble lies tn suddenly getting rich and 
indulging in these luxuries to excess snd 
to the detriment of one's business. 

Thousands of professionals throughout 
these t'nlted States are engaged on nine-
hole courses and some even smaller. I 
know many of these to walk off the course 
In the fall with four and five thousand 
dollars and more of clear prolit with which 
to spend the few winter months that re-
main. Many of these are in small towns 
of 10,000 and less of population. Meet 
some of these small men lit I may so 
designate them I when they come "to 
town" and you will enloy u royal and Jolly 
evening. 

How come, then, that some of the Big 
Moguls of the professional business—en-
Joying good salaries, large and moneyed 
memberships, and lots of play on the 
courses—must resort to the bankruptcy 
courts. 

There is only one answer: They have 
drifted from excess to excess. One thing 
went wrong and they made a mighty 
plunge fn an effort to extricate themselves, 
only to fail more miserably. Prom bad 
they went to worse, sinking deeper and 
deeper Into the mire. 

The Professional's Status 

Now, this man—the professional —has a 
position of dignity on which to stand. He 
is one of two or three or four hundred of 
the elite of the community. He may even 
be the only one in the town of twenty to 
forty thousand and occupies a position 
analogous lo the mayor. Everyone knows 
him and yet cases are extant of his having 
humiliated himself even tu the extent ot 
having had lo change his name. This he 
has done In order to receive credit from 
his dealers in order to supply his clien-
tele with the requisites of golf. Hopping 
from town to town, state to slate and even 
coast, to coast has been thought easy, but 
organized society being what It Is keeps 
hounding him until he at last conies to the 
bankruptcy court. 

This last course may be taken volun-
tarily. though 1 have ihe suspicion It ts 
more often legal advice of a somewhat 
questionable repute. These failures may 
have beren given this as their "one way 
out," and one which would cost them a 
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TIROWN-PATCH. the bane of alt 
greenB keepers, and the stumbling 
block to many a par score, need no 
longer be accepted as a necessary 
evil. 

NOW. yon can cure Hrown-Patch 
almost as quickly as It sets In. You 
can even prevent Its appearance 
throughout the entire season. 

THE SECRET ts USPULUN NU-
GREEN. Never before has there 
been an effective and reliable Brown -
Patch remedy. It will positively cure 
thla dreaded disease In from three 
to live days—or prevent Its appear-
ance In the most humid weather. 

NO DANGER of burning the grass. 
No application of fertilizer needed 
after using USPULUN NU-GREEN. 
Leading golf clubs are enthusiastic 
over this new treatment. 

YOU, TOO, will he amazed at the 
results—and proud of the appearance 
and perfect condition of your greens 
—tf you treat them with USPULUN 
NU-GREEN. 
At leading Coif Supply Houses or 

T H E BAYER COMPANY, INC., 
Agr icul tural Dept., 

117 Hudson St., NEW YORK CITY 
/ T \ 
/ * \ 
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rew odd dollars In lieu of the thousands 
which they owe. 

Have these men ever pondered over this 
course before taking the plunge? I am 
certain they can't have thought too hard. 
They are well known to hundreds, nay, 
even thousands. They have brought dis-
credit not only to themselves hut have as-
sisted materially In lowering the prestige 
of the club which they have the honor to 
serve. And with the manufacturer they 
have succeeded in arranging things that 
business is entirely cut off or on a strictly 
cash basis. 

Greater harm, however, ts that of a 
moral nature. Pros of this questionable 
type forget they belong to a large and 
noble profession. The eyes of the country 
arc concentrated on this body all the year 
round. Acting as some do. Ihey drag the 
entire profession down with them. 

Ant Treatment 
You understand as well as anyone, If you 

happen to have been unfortunate enough 
to have been pestered with ants, Just what 
a nuisance they can be. They mostly do 
their work In the summer time when It Is 
very difficult to grow grasses. They con-
tinually bring dirt out of the ground and 
It seems to burn up the surface where the 
ant hills form. In a number of cases 
where 1 have constructed courses, upon go-
ing down Into the ground we have found 
ant beds 6 feet In diameter and about 18 
Inches deep. 1 don't know why we came 
across all these ants, whose numbers ran 
into millions, unless some time In the past 
there had been some dead animal hurled 
there. That Is one reason why i have 
never been of the opinion that bone-meal 
IT very good for putt Inn greens, although 
It has bacteria that ts absolutely essential 
to plant life, but on account of the nuisance 
It is very apt to give the user. I do not 
hfghly recommend bone-meal where other 
fertilizers could be substituted. To exter-
minate ants a very simple mixture of pow 
dered borax and sugar can be used. 

Por ant-hills about two Inches in diam-
eter put on some of the mixture, about as 
much as could be Is id on the nail uf tbe 
little finger. Put on each ant-hill In pro 
portion to tbe stxe. This sounds like a 
very simple remedy, but for some unknown 
reason the ants disappear; where they go 
to Is a mystery, Tbe only thing we do 
know is that it gets results. 


