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Course Records?
WHAT is the — R e ference In the course
price of two During this year's National Open records to the usual
s ’s;.m:::medl?:; Oakmont again laid good claim to be- 3:;, of first class
ords? Two tourna- P8 one of the world’s most difficult P 1 gallery
ments that get much 8OIf courses. Under the spell of the Oakmont  many

of the sharpshooting
talent, the National
Open at Oakmont and
the Shawnee invita.
tion affair at Shaw-

probably

charm and fame of Oakmont many of
the club presidents and greens chair-
men in the National Open gallery
resolved
courses eventually approximate Oak-

greens chairmen and
club presfdents
probably went back
to their clubs with the
firm determination to

to make their

nee-on-Delaware, Pa., mont's “toughness” or grow gray in make their courses
recently raised l:ls the attempt. the Oal:moms of thielr
question in a way that g ’ oy respective territories,
may have some influ- Thf' 'wnt'er “'3‘““" the OPIION  rrinus  the patience
ence on greens com- ‘h‘ﬁ it s wise to “stop, look and lis- .4 Sonius of the
mittees anxious to ten” first. To put his counsel in the pownes. father and
make their course as Wwords of the ad man, “There is only gon,  (he masterly
“tough” as possible, one Oakmont—accept no substitute.” (horoughness of Loef-
considering this fea- —— —— fler, the Oakmont

ture, when correctly

attained, the final word in golf architecture,
The lengthened and tournament-groomed
Dakmont was treated to a record perform-
sgnce of 68 during the last day of the Open
when Al Espinosa went in a low scoring
spree. “Wild BIll" Melhorn, during the
last eighteen, shot a marvelous 32 for the
first nine. These performances were made
despite the fact that Oakmont is general-
Iy conceded to be the most diffienlt of
courses upon which American Open cham-
plonships have been played.

At Shawnee, where the leading Amer-
fcan and foreign pros have played In its
annual invitation event, the course record
is 67, established by John Farrell. Shaw-.
nee, nestling in the scenic Delaware Water
Gap, looks to be the ordinary gently roll-
Ing terrain found at hundreds of places
in the country. Of necessity it could not
be a “wearing” course upon the player
for it gets heavy play from the guests at
the resort hotel of which it is a feature,

Now here are two courses, one upon
which money and genius have heen spent
without stint in winning for it an interna-
tional reputation as a “tough” course and
the other, one that looks at first glance
like any of many scores of the nation's
better golf courses, built and maintained
on a notably thrifty basis. Is the differ
ence in cost worth the two strokes dif-

greenkeeper, and the
unity and aMuence of the Oakmont mem-
bership, mirroring Oakmont is a well
nigh hopless task. Their clubs may not
be able to boast of a corresponding number
of low handicap players to match those
who have developed their games on that
magnificent course, with its array of situ-
ations calling for every shot in the bag,
perfectly played. But what of it? Design-
ed to furnish something besides trials and
terrors for the average player whose
steady play keeps the club a vigorous and
flourishing enterprise, a course still can be
difficult enough to maintain the dignity
of a fairly high course record. This
“ecourse record” is, we think, too much
of a factor in needless revamping of sub-
stantially sound designs.
Tricky Traps
Particularly with the British players did
the famed furrowed traps of Oakmont
cange comment. Their general opinfon
was that the deep furrows allowed only
one shot to be played—a “hack” to get
out. Their contention was that any aver-
age player could play the one possible shot
as well as the expert who could play a
number of shots to suit the circumstances.
The Americans had little to say their idea
apparently being, “in the trap, out of
luck.” But all were unanimous in say-
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was rich in demonstrat-
tions of the wisdom of following the
“straight and narrow.”

The exacting Oakmont design is metie-
ulously correct in the detall of placing
the traps, so authorities agreed, and if the
right shots were played there need be no
controversy about the way In which the
traps were furrowed.

There was question about the par figure
of 72 on the official score card. As Joe
Davis, the veteran golf scribe, pointed
out, on the card the eighth hole, 263 yards,
had par 3; the tenth, 461, par 4; the
twelfth, 621 yards, par 5; and the eigh-
teenth, 457 yards, par 4. According to
the U. 8. G. A, official par measurements
which, of course, shows arbitrary par
measurements, the 6,965 yards of the Oak-
mont course would have a par of 76, not
taking into consideration the eighth which
is only three yards over the official lHmit
for a par three hole,

ing that Oakmont

Those factors of lengthening and trap-
ping to make a course defy the scoring
ability of a championship field, have their
effect on many clubs whose active officials
make it a point to never miss any of the
major tournaments, It's a dangerous un-
dertaking to attempt imitation of Oak-
mont in these respects for the develop-
ment in this case probably has been given
more time, more careful and caleculating
thought with the idea of championship
play reconciled with that of the club's
members than would be devoted to the
proposition by any other golf club in the
country,

If you hope to entertain tournaments
with especially "classy” fields and fear the
humbling of your course record, take vour
time in making changes.

At Shawnee they took years in getting
the present trapping. Close observation of
play showed where traps should be to pun-
ish wild shots. The majority of the holes
were laid out as natural hazards, among
them being an invulnerable rough, which
would exact penalties for hooked balls,
these being the most frequent misplays.
The traps were 8o designed to have apeedy

FOR SALE

We manufacture and offer full line of

sood Golf Clubs at low prices. Woods

50; Irons $2.00; also Shafts, Heads
nd Grips.

l. R. Longsworth Co., Somerset, Ky.

“LARK” SPRINKLER

Golf Greens and Fairways
Parks and Large Estates

It Sprinkics Evenly Up to 150 Feet
The Maln Stream Soars far out,

revaelving
vory broand outer

circle

The Small Rotor turns at moderate speed, |
completing the even distribution to the
center; its vibrating Impulse, a patented

slowly and covering &

h-umr--. makes possible the perfeet control
of the maln stream at slow speod, the far
throw aof the main stream and Its soat-

tered rain-like distribution |

The Ellmination of Gears and Compli-
cated Wearing Parts moans Long Life, I
without constant repalr.

Price $15.00 Each !

L. R. NELSON MFG. CO., Peoria, Ill.

TRACTOR
WHEEL SPUDS

The R. H. (Wear Well) Spud

SQUARE SHOULDER
SPUD EASILY REMOVED
Wears Like Horse Shoe Calks

Sample Spud end Cirvcvlas
on Reguest.

State Make of Tractor Used

R.S. HORNER
MANUFACTURER
GENEVA OHIO

Anemlon (‘ ountry ('lulu and Employees

kmvthtl!nalmo Agency is
"":"" mwm':ym:

Telephone Harrison 3100-1306
417 South Dtnrbotn Street ClllCAGO
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PURCHASED
Highest Prices Cush, Care GOLFDOM,

USED GOLF BALLS
Paid,
20 Vesey Street, New York
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Worm Casts

FREE FOLDER
explains control
methods.
Used by
over 500
Golf Clubs

READE
MFG. CO.
165Hoboken Ave.,
Jersey City, N. J.

Write
for
prices.

And only McWANE makes it small enough to give vou
a8 Comr'lt?(t watering system in rust-proof pipe 1{in
up. Joints included

McWANE CAST IRON PIPE COMPANY
Birmingham. Ala

DUER IRVING SEWALL

GOLF ARCHITECT - CONSTRUCTION
Formerly ot 50 Church Street, New York

Wishes to atinounce to hisfriends and former
customors that he Is agein handiing Seed,
Fertilizers, Humus and Implements, and will
CArry on this end of the business under the

GOLF FIELD SERVICE COMPANY
11 Water Street, New York
Exceptionally low quotations on request on
the best grade Mixed Bent and 1027 Crop

Chewing's Fescue
Hoom §25 T Bowling Greea 3723

and complete drainage as well as to pre-
vent “sneaking' to the green.

Yardage on the Shawnee course is 3397
out and 2962 in, with 37 out and 35 in,
making the course's par of 72. When you
congider that the leading lights of pro-
fessional golf have shot at that figure for
years and only once made it bow to a
five stroke humiliation, you may reflect
that if you also will take your time, think
it all over carefully, and then do your
altering, you need not worry about your
course being “burnt up” by the most bril-
liant field of players.
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A Pro for a Day

By “NINETY NINE"

Here is something that was sent
in to Golidom by the president of
an eastern golf club. He is a nation-
ally known sales manager so what he
about professional mer-
chandising may do the
good.

has to say
boys some

WOULD like to be a professional for

Just one day At the end of that day
I would undoubtedly be “canned,” not dis-
charged with all the nice formalities that
expression implies, but promptly and firm-
Iy "ecanned.”

But in the meanwhile 1 would show what
could be done with a professional's shop
and 1 also would show our members what
the professional has as his due from them,
the latter being the reason why I would
be 80 quickly out of work.

Until this year I thought that being a
pro was the easiest possible way of making
a living. Nothing to do but play golf and
take orders—not sell, because most of what
I thought a pro moves out of his stock
was simply that for which his members
acked. The latter part, 1 thought. would
be easy because my store would have no
rent, no delivery charges and no credit
risks, and what merchant could ask for
a better set-up.

Then, by some curious twist of fate, I
was elected president of a golf club, There
was no reason for thig as I am jubilant
when | cut one stroke off of a hundred, bt
I have lived in our community for a num-
ber of years and lately have reached that
happy position in life that allows me the
enjoyment golf affords to the man who no
longer is harrassed by business affairs.

One of the first problems that confronted
me asg I was ushered into the presidency
of our club was the matter of helping to
ket a good professional. During the last
five years we had three pros and none of
them satisfactory. This year we were for-
tunate in getting a young fellow who is
on his first job as a pro, having been as-
gistant for one of the well known profes-
slonals for five years prior to making his
connection with us.

The golf committee chairman, the direc-
tore and 1 are taking an interest in this



