
the members of the class. The work on 
this report is done under supervision and 
direction. 

"Drainage is also quite well explained 
in the syllabus. We hope tha t they will 
have some practical work outside in this 
course. Wea the r permit t ing, they will 
have several thousand feet of drain to put 
in; t ha t is, to lay the grade for. 

"The course is filled to the limit and 
everybody seems to be happy. Personal ly 

I am more than gratified with the resul ts , 
—cooperat ion of the greenskeepers , the 
manufac tu re r s , and the seed houses is un-
usually good. 

"We are having a number of outside 
speakers talk to the class and hold round-
table discussions. For example, one week 
we have a landscape archi tec t and two 
lawn mower specialists. We have booked 
a golf archi tec t of country-wide fame, 
seedsmen (not seed sa lesmen) , business 
managers and several other men." 

Twelve Month Season Strains 

E D W A R D B 
Ridgemoor 

THAT the humid nights, 
claimed by many to be 
responsible for brown 

patch, may not be the 
source of the evil a f t e r all, 
is the conclusion Edward 
B. Dearie, Jr., a prominent 
greenkeeper, says is being 
forced upon him by a com-
parison of the conditions in 
the eastern and central 
s tates with the conditions 
prevail ing in California. 
Mr. Dearie, who is secretary 
of the Mid-West Greenkeep-
ers' Association, is spending 
the winter in Cal ifornia 
and comments, "Bent seed 
has been sown on quite a 
number of courses, both 
new and old, and has given 
a beaut i fu l tu r f , but I 
noticed our old foe, brown patch, on 
a number of these greens. At the San 
Pedro club greens showed brown spot 
right plain in January , in this land of sun-
shine and cold nights , so where is our 
Illinois humid night s tory going to s t and?" 

Other of Mr. Dearie 's observat ions made 
during an inspection of approximately 30 
courses in the Los Angeles distr ict and 
southward to San Diego, concern the way 
in which the Californians are handl ing the 
difficult problem of main ta in ing courses 
i r first class condition for 12 months a 
year play. He s ta tes : 

"The 12 months ' p]ay makes the upkeep 
of the southern California clubs an unend-
ing job, t ha t is being constant ly studied 
by an earnes t and able group of green-
keepers and chairmen. Probably the best 
tes ts of golf around Los Angeles are, in 
my opinion, afforded by the courses at the 

DEARIE, JR. 
Country Club 

Lakeside Country club at 
Culver City and at El 
Caballero, the scene of the 
$10,000 open event. El 
Caballero is in splendid con-
dition. All fa i rways have a 
beaut i fu l s tand of blue 
grass and the put t ing 
greens have a wonderful 
pu t t ing surface for a course 
two years old. These greens 
were sowed to bent. 

"Greenkeeping in Califor-
nia has made remarkable 
s tr ides in the last few 
years considering the soil 
conditions. No other s ta te 
in the Union, I believe, pre-
sents such a var iety of soil 
conditions. A wide diver-
sity of geological format ions 
are found in the state. The 

soils themselves range f rom those at the 
foot of glaciers to those in the midst of 
deserts. There are courses on meadows 
6,000 feet above sea level, and some tha t 
border the burn ing sands of the sub-level 
plains. Natura l ly this wide range of soil 
conditions gives the California greensmen 
problems tha t of ten call for solutions 
great ly different f rom those tha t fit the 
cases of other courses in the not d is tant 
neighborhood. This has been one of the 
factors tha t delayed the general introduc-
tion of all grass courses to California. 

"I r r igat ion is one of the weighty prob-
lems, due to the demand tha t the long 
playing season makes on the wate r sup-
ply. This cons tan t water ing makes Ber-
muda grass most prevalent on all of the 
fa i rways in southern California. This 
g rass tu rns very brown in the winter . The 
later built courses are comparat ively f ree 



of this pest as they are sown to Kentucky 
blue and rye grass (rough) and sheep 
fescue ( fa i rways) . Fa i rways a re a lmost 
solid with bluegrass. This grass does very 
well in th is southern California cl imate. 

"The vegetat ive method of developing 
greens here has been one of question, but 
I want to say tha t the greens a t Lakeside 
(Culver City) planted with Metropoli tan 
s t ra in are the best greens in southern 
California by far , in my judgment . They 
are similar to our eas te rn greens and have 
a splendid, t rue put t ing surface . I am 
surpr ised tha t they have not adopted this 
method of developing greens more ex-
tensively as this s t ra in seems to have ad-
jus ted itself to the climate. There are a 
number of courses here tha t could be con-
ver ted to bent by the vegeta t ive method 
in a very short while. The s tudy of vege-
tat ive plant ing of greens in California ap-
parent ly has not been very deep and as a 
mat te r of individual opinion it 's my belief 
tha t they are overlooking a very promis-
ing field. My experience leads me to be-
lieve tha t creeping bent of a good s t ra in 
planted vegetat ively will supersede other 
methods ." 

Fu r the r on the brown patch peril Mr. 
Dearie re fe r s to, i t a t tacks mostly a f t e r 
the heavy rains. 

More Small Wells Make Sav-
ing for Club 

MISSION H I L L S Country club, one of 
the new br ight spots in the Chicago 

district, has made a s t rong point of busi-
ness management since its inception. This 
business-like policy already has steered the 
club safely around assessment perils, one 
of them being associated with the highly 
impor tant mat te r of water supply. 

The Mission Hills early members were 
confronted r ight at the s t a r t wi th the 
possibility of having to go around 1,400 
feet deep for sufficient water . This di lemma 
was wriggled out of in the following satis-
factory manner , which is described by O. 
A. Nash, president of the organization. 

"Had we had sufficient money to dril l 
a well all the way down to Potsdam rock 
we would have had no problem at all, as 
we were assured tha t at t ha t depth (about 
1,400 feet) we would have no trouble in 
finding enough water for our requi rements 
—about 60 gallons per minute . We did 
not have enough money available so de-
cided to t ry and get our water f rom a 

shallow well; a 12-inch bore going down 
into the l imestone or about 400 feet. We 
did th is and much to our disappointment 
found only a li t t le bet ter than 30 gallons 
per minute . Then our problem became a 
real one indeed. At first it appeared as 
though we would be obliged to go down 
a thousand feet more a t a cost of around 
six dollars per foot which meant jus t one 
thing, tha t bugbear of all golf clubs—an 
assessment. One of our appeals to new 
members is the fact tha t we give them a 
ful l equity in a championship north shore 
golf course for a very moderate cost and 
propose to have no such th ing as an as-
sessment. 

"Our only a l ternat ive was to put down 
another shallow well, but at first glance 
th is also would cost considerable money 
and we would have no assurance of solving 
our problem. I appointed a special com-
mit tee of men well qualified to look into 
the problem to see what the cost would be. 
Af te r considerable investigation they re-
ported back t ha t s t range as it might seem 
tha t the cost of pu t t ing down another 
shallow well in the opposite corner of our 
property and near three of our put t ing 
greens and our temporary club house would 
be practically nothing!—if we could get as 
much water f rom the new well tha t we 
proposed to drill as we received f rom the 
first one. The savings made in not being 
obliged to br ing pipe down so as to water 
the three greens jus t mentioned, plus the 
saving affected by not being obliged to dig 
a t rench below f ros t line to carry water 
down to the t emporary club house, jus t 
about off-set the cost of another shallow 
well. 

"We therefore ordered the new well 
drilled and with only an 8-inch hole, found 
better than 70 gallons per minute at 180 
feet, and solved our problem at very little 
if any expense." 

Park Ridge Makes Double Use 
of Water Hole 

GOLFDOM'S f ron t cover i l lustrat ion 
shows the pond in f ron t of the ninth 

green a t the P a r k Ridge (111.) Country 
club. This wa te r hole not only is a fea-
ture of beauty a t one of the best land-
scaped courses in the Chicago distr ict but 
it has value as a s tr ict ly ut i l i tar ian fea-
ture, being used as a wa te r reservoir for 
reducing the amoun t of pumping equip-
ment necessary and for temper ing water 
before its use on the greens. 




