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~——{ BY BRIAN WHITLARK

A new era for overseeding
preparation strategies

Strategies to prepare bermudagrass fairways for overseeding in the Desert
Southwest have changed dramatically over the past five years.

Overseeding bermudagrass fairways
and primary playing areas remains
an important part of business in operat-
ing a golf facility in the southwestern U.S.
Only a decade ago, many facilities de-
signed their business model around a sev-
en-month cycle from November through
May. By far, this seven-month period was
the most important window for facilities
to generate revenue for the entire year.
The absence of golfers during the remain-
ing four or five months was common, as
“snowbirds” fled north to escape the heat.
Recognizing the importance of the over-
seeding season and conversely the relative
insignificance of the summer season, golf
facilities would very aggressively verticut,
scalp, and generally mangle the bermu-
dagrass in October to prepare a seedbed
for establishment of a ryegrass cover turf.
The following summer, the agronomic
staff would spend four or five months
reviving the bermudagrass to a level that
would provide a suitable surface for the

Editor’s note
This article is reprinted from the Sept.

20, 2013, Vol. 51 (19) of the USGA Green
Section Record. Copyright United States
Golf Association. All rights reserved.
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next overseeding period. The bottom line
was that the quality of the bermudagrass
playing surface during the summer was
not a priority.

Oh, how times have changed. The term
“snowbirds” is no longer appropriate, as
it seems that most golfers live and play
golf year-round in the Desert Southwest,
or only leave for short periods of time.
To meet the demands and expectations
of summer golfers, facilities have had to
modify their practices to provide good
playing conditions throughout the year,
not just during the winter season when
the golf course is overseeded. Gone are
the days when the bermudagrass was
verticut and scalped to the ground. Turf
practitioners have learned that seeding
into a healthy bermudagrass canopy yields
similar overseeding quality without the
need to damage the bermudagrass prior to
winter dormancy.

What are the benefits of less aggressive
preparation strategies for overseeding?

» Less-aggressive verticutting and scalp-
ing will yield a more robust bermudagrass
plant that will enter the winter dormancy
period with greater carbohydrate reserves
that will serve as food and energy for the
plant when it greens up the following sum-
mer.

* The wear and tear on equipment re-

quired to verticut, scalp, and even line-trim
the bermudagrass down to the ground is
costly. It is also tough on the staff. Less ag-
gressive strategies preserve the equipment
and are easier on the staff while producing
quality overseeding conditions.

« Overseed preparation time is reduced.
Therefore, seed can be sown sooner after
closing the course, which provides more
time for ryegrass to germinate and mature
prior

+ The reduction in labor allows facilities
to shift those resources towards completing
other projects.

+ Air quality improves significantly
when facilities perform minimal overseed-
ing preparations. Moreover, neighboring
homeowners with backyard swimming
pools will be very pleased.

The new era of overseeding prepara-
tion was forged by a few pioneers in the
industry and has continued to evolve in
recent years. The remainder of this article
will summarize the three most successful
strategies golf course superintendents have
used over the past five years to prepare for
overseeding in the Desert Southwest.

THE SIMPLESTAPPROACH ISOFTEN THE BEST.
It seems that at least 50 percent of the
golf courses that overseed have a history
of fair to poor bermudagrass recovery in




Overseeded ryegrass quality is excellent at the Desert Highlands Golf Club in Scottsdale, Ariz., where the sand topdressing method is

used to prepare for overseeding

the summer. It is these facilities where
the simplest overseeding approach makes
the most sense. Consider the following
simple, effective plan to overseed the golf
course while avoiding aggressive practices
that will injure the bermudagrass prior to
winter dormancy:

+ Itis not recommended to verticut, but
if verticutting is employed, the depth of the
blades should be set %-inch above zero or
higher. Verticutting blades set below this
depth may cut stolons and injure the crown
of bermudagrass plants.

« Increase mowing heights by 25 to
35 percent two weeks before overseeding
preparations begin. For example, if mow-
ing at 0.400 inches, increase the height of
cut to a range between 0.500 and 0.550
inches.

+ About one week prior to overseeding
preparations, consider spraying triclopyr
(Turflon Ester Ultra) at 16 ounces per
acre to slow bermudagrass growth. An
alternative option is to apply trinexapac-

ethyl (Primo) at a rate of 10 to 15 ounces
per acre. In general, when overseeding
preparations begin after Oct. 15, chemical
growth regulation is typically not required
due to cooler temperatures and less chance
of bermudagrass competition

+ Scalp bermudagrass at or just below
the summer mowing height. For example,
if the summer fairway height of cut is 0.400
inches, and the height of cut increased
to 0.500 inches prior to overseeding, the
scalping height should be set around 0.375
to 0.400 inches.

» Clipping debris may be left on the sur-
face to be used as mulch for the incoming
ryegrass.

+ Continue to irrigate with a goal to
maintain adequate soil moisture and to
avoid soil drying. Dry thatch and organic
matter are difficult to rewet and will com-
plicate matters during seed germination.

+ At this point, the bermudagrass will
still be green, but it is ready for overseed-
ing. Once the seed is applied, some turf

managers will use reel mowers set at the
same scalping height to mow the seed into
the turf canopy. Another option is to use
steel drag mats to encourage the seed to
feed into the bermudagrass understory.

« Following the first or second mow on
the new stand of ryegrass, it is suggested
to spray a growth regulator such as Primo
to promote ryegrass tillering and increase
density.

Although some turf managers have been
apprehensive to adopt this new strategy,
those who have tried it are pleased and
will never go back to the days of scalping
the bermudagrass down to near dirt. The
necessity for seed-to-soil contact is a myth
when overseeding. The bermudagrass
canopy will help to protect new ryegrass
plants, especially once cart traffic is al-
lowed on overseeded areas. The ryegrass
roots eventually find their way into the soil.

BURN-DOWN HERBICIDES MAKE THEIR MARK.
This idea has been around for many de-
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Real Science

N g% ~%

Close observation of bermudagrass fairway treated with pelargonic acid (Scythe) reveals

BT

green stems underlying the burnt leaves. The burn-down process simplifies overseeding
preparations without damaging the crown of the bermudagrass plant.

cades but has seen a resurgence of late.
As recently as five or six years ago, it was
common for golf facilities to spend more
than $10,000 to haul away green waste, or
organic debris, generated from aggressive
fairway renovation prior to overseeding.
However, within the last few years, su-
perintendents in the Palm Springs area
began experimenting with chemicals such
as pelargonic acid (Scythe) and diquat (Re-
ward) to expedite overseed preparations.
Superintendents found that the “burn-
down” herbicides reduced the need for
aggressive mechanical practices, reduced
green waste production and related air
quality problems, relieved wear and tear
on equipment, saved on fuel, and reduced
the labor associated with overseeding
preparations.

Recognizing an opportunity for re-
search, Dr. Jim Baird, turfgrass specialist
at the University of California at River-
side, evaluated the relative effectiveness
of these herbicides when compared to
traditional verticutting, flail mowing and
scalping in the fall of 2011 and again in
2012. The research, which can be found
at bit.ly/185vFoR, revealed the following
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key points:

+ Triclopyr (Turflon Ester Ultra)
sprayed prior to any mechanical disrup-
tion at 16 ounces per acre enhanced ber-
mudagrass suppression when combined
with diquat, pelargonic acid, or glufosinate
(Finale).

+ Burn-down herbicides resulted in an
approximately 75 percent reduction in
green waste when compared to a combina-
tion of flail mowing and scalping. However,
scalping alone at a height of 0.250 inches
produced similar green waste and ryegrass
establishment when compared to the burn-
down herbicides.

+ Although Scythe burns turf the fast-
est, the research suggests that Reward
offers the best combination of cost, bermu-
dagrass growth suppression, green waste
reduction and speed of activity.

» When applied appropriately, none
of the herbicides reduced ryegrass seed
germination or growth.

+ None of the herbicides tested resulted
in delayed bermudagrass recovery the fol-
lowing summer.

The popularity of the burn-down herbi-
cides increased rapidly over the past two

overseeding seasons. Throngh commu-
nication with several superintendents in
the Palm Springs and Phoenix areas, the
following suggestions are offered regarding
the use of diquat and pelargonic acid to aid
in overseeding preparations:

« It is suggested to apply Turflon Ester
Ultra at 16 ounces per acre prior to spray-
ing burn-down herbicides, or pelargonic
acid may be tank-mixed with triclopyr
(Mahady, 2011) with equal effect.

+ Application timing is important. It is
suggested to apply diquat 3 to 5 days be-
fore seeding or pelargonic acid three days
prior to overseeding and to continue with
nightly irrigation (excluding the evening
of the same day the herbicide is applied).
Application timing is critical to avoid any
negative effects on ryegrass germination
and to maximize bermudagrass suppres-
sion.

+ In the fall of 2012, superintendents
were successful applying diquat at rates
ranging from 22 to 32 ounces per acre.
Best results from Scythe are found when
spraying a 10 percent volume-to-volume
(v/v) solution. However, a 7.5 percent v/v
solution tank mixed with triclopyr at 16
ounces per acre will achieve similar results
(Mahady, 2011). Scythe burns the bermu-
dagrass faster than Reward (brown ber-
mudagrass is typical within 3 to 4 hours of
spraying Scythe and within 12 to 24 hours
of spraying Reward). However, Reward of-
fers longer bermudagrass suppression and
is more cost-effective when compared to
Scythe. For this reason, Reward has been
the preferred choice for superintendents in
the southwestern U.S. when treating large
acreages.

+ In the Phoenix area, superintendents
reported no vertical mowing following
herbicide application and scalping heights
ranging from 0.325 to 0.425 inches. Scalp-
ing height was reportedly lower in the Palm
Springs area at 0.250 to 0.350 inches.

+ Most superintendents reported a
significant reduction in green waste when
compared to historically used methods
such as verticutting and scalping.

+ Superintendents received signifi-
cantly less complaints from golfers and
neighboring homeowners regarding air
quality or debris in their backyard swim-

ming pools.



Left: Aggressive fairway renovation prior to overseeding creates air quality problems, is tough on equipment and staff, and creates
a large amount of organic debris that results in expensive disposal costs. Top right: The practice of aggressive verticutting during
overseeding preparations was common five or six years ago, but this is very damaging to bermudagrass as it prepares for winter
dormancy. Bottom right: Despite the green color and dense bermudagrass cover, this fairway is ready for overseeding. This
example of minimal overseeding preparation is typical throughout the Desert Southwest, and facilities are benefiting from the
departure from the aggressive strategies employed in the past.

+ Superintendents also reported reduc-
tions in labor, fuel usage and wear and
tear on equipment when using burn-down
herbicides.

SAND TOPDRESSING REPLACES SCALPING
AND VERTICUTTING. This strategy does
not involve any aggressive mechanical
preparation or herbicide application but
does provide the facility with a plan that
will continue to improve overseeding,
bermudagrass transition and golf course
playability for many years to come. Rather
than verticutting, scalping or applying
a burn-down herbicide, consider sand
topdressing to facilitate overseeding
preparations. Phil Shoemaker, director of
agronomy at the Desert Highlands Golf
Club in Scottsdale, Ariz., topdresses over-
seeded areas with approximately Y-inch
of sand (approximately 40 tons per acre).
The topdressing application is completed
within two days with the help of an outside
contractor. The Desert Highlands GC staff
smooths the sand with a Keystone steel
drag mat, and they follow with seeding rye-
grass at 500 pounds per acre. Shoemaker
prefers to mow the seed into the canopy
at a height of 0.350 inches, which is the

same fairway mowing height used prior to
over-seeding preparations. Shoemaker is
quick to point out that nightly irrigation
continues throughout this process. The
goal is to maintain adequate soil moisture
and avoid dry conditions that make rewet-
ting the soil profile very difficult. Within
3Y to 4 days after course closure, the sand
is applied and the seed is sown and ready
for multiple irrigation events throughout
the day. Primo is applied prior to sand top-
dressing at a rate of 11 ounces per acre, and
weekly applications at 3 ounces per acre
follow once the ryegrass has been mowed
several times.

Shoemaker noted that prior to the sand
topdressing method, when the facility em-
ployed verticutting and scalping, $12,000
to $15,000 was spent on green waste
removal. Although the sand topdressing
costs about $22,000 to $24,000, the facil-
ity is only spending about $10,000 more
that it had previously. Eliminating the
aggressive mechanical practices has saved
more than just fuel, labor, equipment wear
and tear,and garbage bin costs. The sand
has significantly improved over-seeding
quality and the ability of the bermudagrass
to recover the following summer. Further-

more, after seven years of this program,
the fairways drain better than ever and
members enjoy the firmer conditions and
additional ball roll.

The three new techniques used by su-
perintendents in this article have proven
to produce quality overseeding conditions
while minimizing inputs required for over-
seeding preparations. Furthermore, these
new strategies have also proven to reduce
or eliminate damage done to bermudagrass
prior to winter dormancy. A new era of
over-seeding strategies has been ushered
in, and the benefits are significant. 6CI

Brian Whitlark is an agronomist in the USGA
Green Section’s Southwest Region.
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Terry Buchen, CGCS, MG, is president of Golf Agronomy International. He's a 41-year, life
member of the GCSAA. He can be reached at 757-561-7777 or terrybuchen@earthlink.net

Travels
With
Terry

N TENNIS COURT DRAG MAT

consulting agronomist

Terry Buchen visit 4 : ; -
ity T he tennis court nets at The Club at Admirals Cove in Jupiter, Fla., last about 6

many golf courses
annually with his digital
camera in hand. He zip ties. One-half-inch diameter PVC irrigation pipe slips through the slots on
shareshejpiulidess both sides where the cable that holds the tennis court nets in place normally goes. The
elatingt te S TR d - .

Liptal il ~ irrigation pipe is then filled with sand for added weight and then caps are installed on
equipment from the golf 1 R 3

course superintendents (4 ‘both ends. The irrigation pipe flexes masterfully with the ground contours when the

he visits — as well as ~ fairway mower bermudagrass clippings are scattered and dispersed to perfection. The

t

months and then they are replaced. Two recycled nets are held together with

afewideas of his own Ya-inch diameter tennis net cable is used as the tow cable. It took about one hour to
;::;:;::fr:ti :)':1::03 . _assemble the drag mat and it cost less than $25 for the materials. Bill Brousseau is the
explore the changing director of golf course maintenance, Steve Judd, superintendent of the Golf Village,
world of golf course and Blair Kirby, superintendent of the East Course, John Lombardi is the equipment
management manager, and Clay Bormuth is the assistant technician of this 45-hole venue.

irrigation indusﬂwﬁf '
with educated and higl
skilled professionals.

The Foundation introdu
students to exciting irri
career opportunities and
works with academics to
teach the latest irrigation
content in the classroom.

Help make a difference
by donating online today.

P@aﬁon : | “ .
oundation . W . - i . R
L. WWW.irngationfoundation.org | info@irrigationfouridation.org

like to thank our Sustaining Sponsors: Ewing

to Our Current Irrigation Products, Hunter Industries, Inc., Rain
Supporters m NELSON Bird Corporation and The Toro Company.

Thank You l.m E lu i " ﬁ "x y . In recognition of long-time supporters,we would

media
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LIGHT EXTENSION

he light that came equipped
T with this 2013 John Deere

220 E Cut Hybrid Walk
Behind Greens Mower light

pattern was restricted when the
brush was in the up position. John

Lombardi, equipment manager,

and Clay Bormuth, assistant o sy _‘
technician, at The Club at $

Admirals Cove in Jupiter,
Fla, designed and built

a higher-elevation light
bracket with a better angle
for the disbursement of
the lighting. A 1-inch x
“g-inch x 12-inch angle

iron was used and painted

a glossy black. The light

switch was not moved and the existing wiring and insulation was
plenty long enough for this application. A cable with loops with
snap clips on either end were hooked to two 1-inch-x-%e-inch eye
bolts and were used to hold the brush in the up position when it
was not being used. When the brush was used, the cable was held
vertically in place with a nut, bolt and washer magnet. It cost about
$10 per mower and less than one hour of work per mower. The
manufacturer is reportedly modifying the light brackets for future
models. Bill Brousseau is the director of golf course maintenance,
Steve Judd, superintendent of the Golf Village, and Blair Kirby,
:?uperintendem of the East Course of this 45-hole venue.

Do you sell stuff to superintendents?

GUESS WHAT?

Thousands of your customers are doing exactly the same thing

GCIl: PARTNER WITH US

N

try

KPHITE ZLP

— o ———
SYSTEMIC FUNGICIDE BACTERICIDE

KPHITE 7LP Systemic Fungicide
Bactericide is proven effective
against pythium, dollar spot,
brown patch and fungal diseases.
KPHITE is EPA labeled, pH neutral
and is uniquely formulated to
increase plant health and vigor.

systems

TO FIND A DISTRIBUTOR
OR LEARN MORE
WWW.PLANTFOODSYSTEMS.COM
800.343.7775
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(COVER STORY continued from page 12)

MYTH #10

Today’s new products are so environmentally
friendly that we don’t have to worry about
how we use them.

VERDICT: False.

“All we need to do is look at some of the public press on insecticides and
bee kills and realize that, while it's a fact that products in our industry are
more environmentally friendly than they used to be, we can’t just blow off
any concern for how we use them,” Brandenburg says.

Brandenburg believes many view some of the products they put down
as water because their toxicity is so low, especially the neonicotinoid
insecticides that have been associated with bee kills.

“It's not necessarily because something was done improperly with
them, but these products are still not benign when it comes to off-target
effects. Just because they have lower toxicity doesn’'t mean they're
absolutely benign.”
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We only have to solid-tine aerate.

False.

SGA Green Section Mid-Continent Region

director Bud White says no-no-no to the

thinking that all superintendents need to do is
solid-tine aerate.

In fact, a popular mistake is that solid-tine
equipment is actually aeriating equipment. A
solid-tine spike penetrates the soil and moves it
to its sides, creating a more compact, denser soil.
Aeration removes plugs of soil and grass from
the turf, allowing avenues for water, oxygen and
nutrients all while alleviating soil compaction.

“Some guys will use solid tines for aeration
instead of pulling cores, and while that’s a great
supplement, it does not replace pulling a core all
the time,"” he says. “You have to pull a core out
occasionally to relieve compaction.”

FOR MORE INFO...

For more information on this topic, check
out the USGA Green Section Record'’s article
“Long-term aerification,” which outlines an in
depth study comparing the impact of hollow-
and solid-tine aerification on bentgrass
fairways. Enter bit.ly/1dPOgHT into your
browser to access the article.

MYTH #11

A drainage system under a green
has to be vented.

VERDICT: False.

Apparently, some believe that the drainage tile system
under a green has to be vented in order to prevent
swamp gasses from building up and causing problems
with turf growth. Nothing could be further than the truth,
White says.

“Nothing in soil can be that air tight where you have
to put vents on the ends of your drainage system."” GCI

Jason Stahl is a Cleveland-based writer and a frequent GCI

contributor
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(IRRIGATION continued from page 36)

the hottest month, usually July. However, in
January you do not need the same capacity
in the pump system as in July, so during less
demand times, limit the flow capacity of the
pump system to operate fewer pumps. This
will save on power again and also reduce the
wear and tear on the pump and motor to last
longer. For example, if you are in Las Vegas
and have a 5,000 gpm pump system with four
pumps (1,250 gpm each), in the winter you
could disable two of the pumps and still have
2,500 gpm available.

With all the increased technology in the
pump system control panel has come better
remote monitoring of the pump systems also.
Today’s monitoring allows you to look at and
chart pressure, flow, incoming pressure if ap-
plicable, wet well level and energy use. With
Internet-based monitoring you can monitor,
operate, change and schedule the pump sys-
tem from any smart device just as if you were
standing in front of it. All of the alarms can
also be funneled through the smart device so

you always have the peace of mind that it i

S

operating well or the constant reminders of
how much trouble the pump system is giving
you. Today’s monitoring systems have much
better graphics, more information available

and are much more of an interactive tool
than just a screen shot to look at what is
going on.

In today’s economy where budgets are
tight and cost containment is a major focus,
scheduling your pump system operation is a
way to help reduce energy and maintenance
costs. Not all pump system control panels
have the discussed abilities, but it is some-
thing to consider when buying a new pump
system or upgrading controls. If you do not
have the newer controls though, you can just
shut the pumps off at times manually and get
some of the same savings. Scheduling pump
system operation is somewhat out-of-the-box
thinking, but give it some thought and figure
out if it is something that is applicable to
your irrigation/pump system. GCI

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

Discount
Small Engines & Parts
Small engines & parts
from Briggs & Stratton, Kohler,
Tecumseh, Robin and more.
www.smallenginesuppliers.com

Also, look up your own parts
and buy online at
www.smallenginepartssuppliers.com

MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS

ATTENTION
OWNERS/BUYERS
Thinking of buying or selling
your Golf Course Business/
Commercial Real Estate?
Specializing In:

« GOLF COURSES
« GOLF COURSE COMMUNITY'S
« ACQUISITIONS
CALL: Eddy A. Dingman, CNS
Coldwell Banker Commercial NRT
National Golf & Marina
Properties Group
847-313-4633

Eddy@nationalgolfandmarina.com
www.nationalgolfandmarina.com

SEEDS

NATIVE SEEDS
Largest distributor of native
seed east of the Mississippi, from
Canada to Florida! We specialize in
upland to wetland sites, including
bioengineering for riparian sites. Your
native seed source.
Contact ERNST SEEDS today.
www.ernstseed.com - 800/873-3321

MAXIMIZE

YOUR ADVERTISING DOLLARS

Please contact
Bonnie Velikonya
at 800-456-0707 or
bvelikonya@gie.net.
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PARTING SHOTS

Pat Jones is editorial director and publisher of Golf Course Industry.
He can be reached at pjones@gie.net or 216-236-5854.

BACKSEAT DRIVER

Congrats to Gary Grigg on yet another evolution in his remarkable life.

ary Grigg is retiring but he’ll
never retire.

New Year’s Day will mark
his official shift from full-time
partner, head agronomist and chief
evangelist for Grigg Brothers to
part-time speaker and author, part-
time go-to guy for all things foliar
and more-time family man.

He’s stepping away to devote more
time to his wonderful wife Colleen,
the woman who's been his rock for
half a century (their 50th anniversary
is this April). Now, Gary needs to be
there for her as she copes with the
early stages of Alzheimer’s. He also has
a lot of grandchildren to share his fly
fishing secrets with.

If you want to know about Gary’s
remarkable career, hit the rewind
button and check out the Q&A we
did with him a few years back (CFO*
(*Chief Fishing Officer), July 2010,
bit.ly/1iTdYzw). Instead, I want to talk
about what he’s meant to us.

Gary has always been at heart
an agronomy nerd. He originally
planned to apply that science to the
potato business that runs in his family
the same way catsup flows through
the veins of every Heinz. Instead,
he turned his curiosity to turfata
time when few supers had advanced
degrees. He helped many around him
develop a more scientific approach to
their programs.

His experience building facilities
gave him a rare perspective on the
“bones” of golf courses and he was a
voice for agronomic reason in the days
when we were churning out hundreds
of new courses a year with too little
concern for the impact of ego-driven
design decisions.

He embraced continuing education
early on. He attended what may have
been the first-ever GCSAA seminar
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that was taught by Dr. Paul Alexan-
der in 1972. He’s written dozens and
dozens of articles and given countless
speeches at conferences. He's been
certified forever.

He stepped forward and served on

the GCSAA board and stuck with it de-

spite some challenging circumstances.
People forget that, on top of every-
thing else, he was a highly effective
president of the national.

He's among a very elite group of su-
pers who've successfully created new
products. He had lots of help from
his team and the PhDs who did basic

He’s always been at
heart an agronomy
nerd.”

research, but it was Gary’s insight into
the business that shaped those prod-
ucts and his reputation for integrity
that made his colleagues try them.

He's in an even smaller fraternity of
turf pros who started successful compa-
nies. ..and maintained their reputations
in the process. It's not easy to transition
from product user to product developer
to product seller, but Gary did it and
kept his good name to boot.

He was a pied piper for research
into foliars at a time when many
viewed them as snake oil. Gary's
single-minded focus on proving that
his products worked (and how they
worked) was the rising tide that lifted
all boats for many plant nutrition
companies. A lot of his competitors
have Gary to thank for the acceptance
of their products in the market today.

He's an organizer who embraced
social media early on as a way to
share his ideas and help others with
turf problems. His “Golf Course
Maintenance” group on Facebook is a
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non-commercial place for nearly 850
supers from around the world to dis-
cuss turf issues candidly and develop
common ground.

He's always looking to the future
and sees the next 15 years as the era of
precision turf management. “Efficiency
is going to play a much bigger role
in the future,” he says over breakfast
in Myrtle Beach last month. “Tissue
testing will be as important or more
important than soil testing (in the
future) and new technology is going to
come faster than ever.”

And he sees Grigg Brothers continu-
ing to thrive under his entrepreneurial
brother Mark’s leadership and the
team of regional agronomists they've
built to truly serve as consultants. “We
sat down in 1995 and wrote out our
(company’s) core values: integrity,
science-based products, no claims
without research and data and hire
the best people we could afford. That's
worked out pretty well. And oh, by the
way, [ don't think we've even scratched
the surface of foliar feeding yet.”

His only regret? Spending so much
time away from his family while he
was off building courses and traveling
the world on behalf of GCSAA and the
company. “I missed a lot of time with
my kids and Colleen. I'm trying to give
that time back to her now.”

They've planned the changeover
within the company for some time
now so most folks aren’t likely to
notice any difference. But, in between
time with family and fishing, Gary will
still be around. “I'm going to continue
on as a backseat driver,” he says.

So, congrats to Gary on yet another
evolution in his remarkable life. And,
based on nearly 30 years of knowing
him, I'd say that — like everything else
he’s tried — he'll take the art of back-
seat driving to a whole new level. 6CI
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