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“There's no better way to teach the value of a well-made
vehicle than to pass it along to someone who will benefit
from the lesson. That's what [ always say.”

It’s no coincidence that the most solid, dependable people grow attached
to machines with the same character. The driven get there with Club Car.

clubcar.com

‘4

.// T; 7” =,

@ Ingersoll Rand



COVER STORY

IN THIS ISSUE

DEPARTMENTS

6 Teeing off
Reasonable minds

8 The Whiteboard

100  Travels with Terry

Equipment ideas
104  Classifieds

105 Adindex

Equipment

COLUMNS

32

46

70

78

90

106

Irrigation issues
Brian Vinchesi:
Apples and oranges?

The Monroe Doctrine
Monroe Miller:
Sport’s toughest (and best) ticket

Design concepts
Jeffrey D. Brauer:
Design for maintenance

Outside the ropes
Tim Moraghan:
What'’s in your bucket?

Game plan:
Henry DeLozier:
The pursuit of greatness

Parting shots
Pat Jones:

12 THE WILT THAT WASN'T 72 CHARGING FORWARD The hot tub of optimism
Turfgrass pathologists set the record The latest models of electric and
straight on bacterial wilt. hybrid walk-behind greens mowers
have superintendents buzzing over
FEATURES the benefits they offer.
Career development
18 TIME... AND MONEY... FLIES Tree care
As you approach the later years of 80 WEATHER MATTERS
your career it’s prudent to evaluate This year’s wild weather may have
and prepare for life’s final act. stressed golf course trees, leaving
them more susceptible to a host of
Water management insects and diseases. Course maintenance
34 THINKBIG 95 FILLING THE VOID
GCI's Bob Lohmann explains how Course maintenance Superintendents share their best-
courses can be a solution to their 86 BERMUDAGRASS CONTROL kept secrets for divot repair.
communities’ water mitigation In situations where Bermudagrass
problems. covers a large percentage of a given Real science
turfgrass area, complete renovation 97 NEW CHEMISTRY FOR
Turf management should be considered over selective POA ANNUA ELIMINATION
40 EARLYTORISE removal. In March, the Environmental
A short, warm winter means early Poa Protection Agency approved a new
emergence. Superintendents discuss Disease management post-emergent herbicide, Xonerate
their strategies for coping. 92 BATTLING BACK from Arysta LifeScience, which has
Superintendents describe how shown to control Poa annua.
Turf management they control Anthracnose and meet
48 LIQUID ASSETS

Wetting agents get the most out of the
moisture on your course.

member expectations.

"

$88 in other foreign countries. One year foreign airmail rate: $102. Two year subscription rate: $65. Single issue rate, $10. Subscriptions and classified advertising should be addressed to the
Richfield office. Periodicals postage paid at Richfield, Ohio, and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 4020 Kinross Lakes Parkway, #201,
Richfield, OH 44286. Canada Post: Publications Mail Agreement #40612608 Canada Returns to be sent to Bleuchip International, P.O. Box 25542, London, ON N6C 6B2

GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY (ISN 1054-0644) is published monthly. Copyright 2012 GIE Media Inc., 4020 Kinross Lakes Parkway, #201, Richfield, OH 44286. All rights reserved, No part of
this publication may be reproduced or transmitted by any means without permission from the publisher. One-year subscription rate, $33 in the United States, $§42 in Canada and Mexico, and @

media

i rporated

4 MAY 2012 golfcourseindustry.com



e

Dedicated to fighting evils,
StressGard™ Formulation Technology never rests.

Protect your course with the most powerful technology out there. When it comes
to overall plant health, Bayer fungicides with StressGard™ Formulation Technology
give you control when it matters most. We’ve developed these products to work

- at a cellular level, strengthening turf and fighting against evil stressors like heat,
drought and traffic so you’ll have the strongest, healthiest turf and happy golfers.
To learn more, visit BackedbyBayer.com/StressGard.

Tartan® | Chipco Triton® Flo | Interface® | Chipco® Signature™ | Reserve®
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preventive and curative properties against disease.

/g Bayer CropScience LP, Environmental Science Division, 2 TW Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. 1-800-331-2867. www.BackedbyBayer.com. Bayer, the
(BAYER) Bayer cross, Chipco, Chipco Triton, Interface, Reserve, and Tartan are registered trademarks of Bayer. StressGard and Signature are trademarks of Bayer. Not all products

rR_Z are registered in all states. Always read and follow label instructions carefully. © 2012 Bayer CropScience LP.


http://www.BackedbyBayer.com

TEEING OFF

GOLF COURSE

INDUSTRY

REASONABLE MINDS

started in this crazy business back in the

Cenozoic Age as a cub reporter at GCSAA.

I knew bupkis about turf, golf or — god
forbid - the science that drives our industry.
[ was just a $16,000-a-year newbie in a cheap
suit who was hired to edit press releases, write
up little news items and maybe write a feature
story or two. I was completely clueless.

My first couple of days on the job were
largely spent trying to figure out where the
coffee maker was and how to use this amazing
new technology called a “facsimile machine.”
I'was very proud of my Tandy 200 laptop with
the tiny LCD screen and a fancy dial-up mo-
dem attachment that supposedly allowed you
to transmit documents over the phone. I say
“supposedly” because, as I recall, it never once
worked properly. There’s a
good reason the Tandy brand
doesn’t exist anymore.

Anyway, I was wet be-
hind the ears and just get-
ting started when my office
phone rang. The gentleman
on the other end of the line
was Dr. Houston Couch,
the legendary Virginia Tech
plant pathologist. He warmly
welcomed me to the business
and offered to be a source for
any story related to turf diseases. We talked
casually for 20 minutes or so before I finally
asked him if there was anything specific he
wanted from me. His response — which I'll
never forget — was: “Yes... if you talk to a
young whippersnapper named Joe Vargas,
ignore everything he tells you.”

That was my introduction to the always-in-
teresting and entertaining world of academic
disagreements. Though usually not as colorful
as the great Couch vs. Vargas debate, disputes
over disparate views of the finer points of turf
science — particularly about the source and
nature of disease pathogens — are common.
They are like goose turds around ponds — un-
avoidable, stinky and usually invisible until
you step on them.

Well, we stepped into a steaming pile a few
months ago with what we thought was a rela-
tively straightforward piece about bacterial
wilt. We knew that there’d been more than a
little discussion and debate about the nature
of the condition, what caused it and what to

6 MAY2012  golfcourseindustry.com

Pat Jones
Editorial director and publisher

do about it, so we did a short item on the topic.

A few days after publication, I was blithely
scrolling through Facebook when I noticed
that our newest columnist, Dr. John Kaminski,
had posted something mentioning GCI. Oh
goody, I thought, how nice that John is sup-
porting us. Wrong. In fact, the good doctor
was proclaiming how bad that bacterial wilt
story was and publicly saying he was thinking
of resigning. I got in touch with him right away
and asked why he was throwing us under the
bus. I learned that, a) there was nothing factu-
ally wrong with the story... he just disagreed
with some of the other PhDs we quoted, and
b) he had no intention of resigning... he just

wanted to be provocative to get people talk-
ing about it.

Oh...er...thanks?

(Note: Although we sin-
cerely congratulate John on
earning his tenure at Penn
State earlier this month, we
do marvel a bit at what he’ll
be like now that he is free
to do and say whatever he

wishes. Be afraid people, be
very afraid.)
So, once again, we find

i
ourselves at ringside as aca-
demia’s best and brightest
minds duke it out over whose theory is right.
And, that’s fine because reasonable minds will
differ and the debate will, we hope, eventually
lead to consensus and a solution — which is all
superintendents want in the first place.

So, in that spirit, we asked our associate
editor Kyle Brown to dig deeper into the differ-
ing views of bacterial wilt with an eye toward
finding out if any consensus is developing. It
turns out that reasonable minds are beginning
to agree and things seem to be coalescing
around work done by (surprise!) that whip-
persnapper Joe Vargas.

I suspect that our deeper look at the issue
will probably generate even more discussion
by the “reasonable minds” of research as the
apparently shallow one we did earlier. And
you know what? That’s good by me because,
ultimately, Dr. Kaminski was right: the more
it's talked about the sooner we’ll have real
answers to the mystery condition known as
bacterial wilt. 6CI
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THE WHITEBOARD

Sharing
supers

Tom Vlach, director of maintenance
operations; Stadium Course

Pms come from all over the world to see TPC Sawgrass and admire
the beauty of the course. A few superintendents, however, were
paying as much attention to the bunkers as to the whole course.

Mark van der Linde, Johan Smit and Petri van der Walt visited the
course as part of the club’s exchange program to see how the course
is prepared.

“They want to come before the tournament to learn what American
superintendents do to get it ready for the event,” says Tom Vlach,
superintendent of the Stadium Course. “They wanted to see how
we groomed the greens, how much verticutting we do, how much
topdressing we do.”

This is the second year TPC Sawgrass has hosted South African
superintendents before the event. Van der Linde, of Silver Lakes Golf
Estate, was the first to make the trip. This year, he traveled along with
Smit, of the Observatory Golf Club and van der Walt of the Centurion
Golf Course.

“They wanted to look at the big picture, setting up the event,” says
Vlach. “It’s a different culture here than in South Africa. Here there’s
a lot more intensity about the crew getting into it. Our staff is very
motivated.”

Throughout the eight-day stay, the superintendents followed along
with the team and checked out cultural practices, equipment and even
the turf and ornamental plants used throughout the course. Outside

the course, they bonded with crew members over the eight-day period.

FROM
THE FEED

There’s an app for grass

Ever had a quick question about turf while out on
the course, armed only with your smartphone?
Rather than searching out information, check out
the North Carolina State University Lawn Care app.
While it's geared a little bit toward homeowners,
the database includes articles from professors,
researchers and staff of NCSU helpful to any
member of the turfgrass industry.

The app provides local weather and alerts for
weeds, insect problems and disease warnings. It
can be downloaded for free from iTunes at http://
bit.ly/JsX056.

3:28 PM _ wesser 3:22 PM
AW Care Wed 2012:02-08 3
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Pest Problems
Irigation

Turf Tips

FAQ

More

' LAWN CARE APP

Superintendents, pros and other lovers of the game
came together to show support for the great game of
golf by Tweeting with the #iamgolf hashtag April 18,

National Golf Day. Here are some of our favorites:

Why is golf more than just a game

for us? Golfers are generous! We
raised $3,000 at BCC for charity
for National Golf Day!!

The golf course industry

provides me - and 2 million

others a job and 61 billion in &
total wage income.
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Gn'lling out of prison takes a complex
plan involving patience, inventive
digging tools and a poster of Raquel
Welch.

Or maybe just a solid golf swing.

Jeff Donahue, a L.A. County sheriff’s
captain, is under investigation after es-
corting a prison inmate from the jail on
Catalina Island last summer to a local
hilltop golf course. The outing wasn’t ex-
actly an escape attempt: Donahue brought
along former pro golfer/jewel thief Frank
Carrillo along for some tips on improv-
ing his swing and reducing his handicap,
Carrillo says.

A subordinate lodged a complaint about
Donahue’s actions for an inappropriate
relationship with an inmate, and Donahue
is currently on medical leave.

After being transferred to the Catalina

The game of golf runs our
life, but it's more than
just a game.

WIVES
or Tywr

A

prison, Carrillo found himself establishing
a rapport with Donahue, and suggested
they leave the prison to play some golf
someday, he says.

Not long after, Donahue took him up
on the offer, and they worked on the
finer points of his swing for a while. But,
according to Donahue’s subordinate, the
prison log documents that Carrillo never
left the station, and the local sheriff is
denying having given the go-ahead for
the lesson.

On the upside, Donahue reported that

his game had improved after the lesson.

Golf is an exercise in what is right.
Right mind, right attitude, right
intention and right motion.

-

Today is National Golf Day. #iamgolf bc game teaches core values, is
good exercise and enables me to spend time with my grandson.
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CHAMPION

TURF FARMS

Our focus is Bermudagrass Greens...
* Over 40 Years of Planting Bermudagrass Greens
» Installing Greens on Over 500 Courses in 16 States
* Breeders of CHAMPION Dwarf Bermudagrass Released in 1995
* Breeders of EMERALD Dwarf Bermudagrass Released in 2007
* Creators of the No-Till Renovation Process Used to
Convert Over 300 Courses to CHAMPION
* Developing Numerous Innovations in Production and
Planting Techniques

Nobody does it better...

* Guaranteed Purity

* Guaranteed Establishment

» Refrigerated Transportation Of Planting Stock

* Sprigs Treated With Fungicides Before Shipping
* The Fastest Grow-In Possible

* No Contamination During Installation

* No Nematodes In The Planting Stock

* No Weeds In Planting Stock

* No Soil In Planting Stock

* No Heavy Equipment On Your Greens

* We Are Always There In Person To Install Your Greens

Follow-up support after installation...

Because we are the breeders of the grasses we install,

we will be there to ensure your success for the life of your greens.
We make follow-up visits, take soil tests, and make agronomic
recommendations for every set of greens we install.

| Specializing In ';;
Bermudagrass Greens |
E DWARF BERMUDAGRASS " Since 1966 # BERMUDAGRASS FOR GREENS

CHAMPION EMERALD DWARF




