
EROSION CONTROL BLANKETS FOR SAND BUNKERS 

Hi Performance Sand daM™ for slopes as 
steep as 60° 
Sand daM™ MR is ideal for projects where 
high performance and low costs are required 
Install Sand daM™ Lite in greenside bunkers 
with low angle slopes, or flat bottomed fairway 
bunkers to eliminate contamination 
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^ "The first \ 
thing we had 

to do is remove 
as much thatch as 
possible, creating 

some cavities for air 
and water to move 

through." 

TURF MAINTENANCE 

KEY POINTS 
Blue Hill Country Club had to address 
significant thatch issues and heavy soils. 

First, the maintenance team dethatched 
and aerated to encourage air and water 
movement through the soil. 

Next, they began to incorporate sand 
into the soil profile through drill-and-fill 
methods. 

As a result, the facilities problematic 
greens improved dramatically. 



Dealing with 
Poa push-up greens 

Jason Adams used photos of the 
soil profiles throughout the course to 
convince the greens committee of the 
importance of draining the greens and 
incorporating sand into the profiles. 

It was a drastic change in aera-
tion than what the members were 
used to. In the past, they were 
only allowed to pull cores one to 
two times per year with varied 
deep tine in the fall. They relied 
more on the hydroject to fracture 
the soil profiles underneath. 

After the third year of this 
program, the top six inches of 
the soil profile showed dramatic 
improvement, as well as the play-
able consistency of the greens. 
It was now time to attack the 
deeper depths of the soil profile. 

During the early summer of 
2009 - with record heat in the 
northeast and a July rainfall -
several greens at Blue Hill CC 
became severely stressed with no 
place for the moisture in the root 
zone to go. The soil profile was 
saturated with 90- to 100-degree 
heat. The result was significant 
annual bluegrass loss on about 
seven greens on the course. They 
just couldn't dry down. 

The No. 9 green, which had 
has been notorious for being 
a problem green, suffered the 
worst that summer with a 60 
percent loss in turf. The No. 9 
is one of those greens that has 
poor drainage with heavy soils 
underneath, sits in a pocket on 
the property and was surrounded 

by trees. 
During my second season, we 

had removed 20 large pine trees 
from behind the green and fol-
lowed that up with removing six 
large oak trees on the southeast 
side of the green to encourage the 
morning sunlight. 

Once we had recovered from 
the summer, it was time to sell 
the membership on modifying 
the lower 6 inches of our profiles. 

The first thing I did was to 
compile a series of photos of the 
soil profiles from every green on 
the golf course. The photos were 
put into a PowerPoint presenta-
tion along with "drill-and-fill" 
photos from Norfolk Golf Club, 
my previous club. I described 
the importance of draining the 
greens and the incorporation of 
sand into the profiles. 

It was decided by the green 
committee and the board of di-
rectors that this was an important 
step in the conditioning of Blue 
Hill Country Club. That fall we 
performed the drill-and-fill pro-
cess on 10 of the 18 greens on 
the course. 

The results this summer from 
our "problem greens" were dra-
matic. The greens rooted and 
drained better than they ever had 
in the four seasons I have served 

The turf team at 
Blue Hill Country 
Club troubleshoots 
the thatch and soil 
issues that were 
hampering their 
greens. 

by Jason Adams 

Four years ago I was hired 
at Blue Hill Country Club, 
a 27-hole facility that was 

constructed in 1925. The club 
was the host of the 1956 PGA 
Championship and hosted an 
LPGA event for several years. 

After evaluating the property, 
I realized that there were some 
significant thatch issues on some 
of the greens, as well as some 
very heavy soils 4 inches below 
the surface. The combination of 
the two resulted in greens with 
severe isolated dry spots, incon-
sistent playing surfaces and poor 
drainage after high amounts of 
precipitation. 

The first thing we had to do 
is remove as much thatch as 

possible, creating some 
cavities for air and wa-

ter to move through. 
That first year we core 
aerated three times, 
twice with 5/8-inch 
tines on a 2- inch 
by 2-inch spacing 
and a V4-inch core 

aerat ing. We also 
performed a 5/i6-inch 

needle tine three times 
throughout the season 

and deep-tined with 10-
inch deep V^-inch tines in 

the fall. 



as superintendent of Blue Hill Country Club. 
It was decided that we would continue this 
process on all 19 greens on the main course 
for the next four seasons. 

This fall we completed our second applica-
tion of drill-and-fill on the greens. Approxi-

Pros & Cons 
PROS 

• Modifying the soil profile encouraged 
better air and water movement through 
the greens. 

• Greens better met member 
expectations. 

• Greens became more resilient to 
adverse weather conditions. 

CONS 
• The process was costly - about $17,000 

if you use bagged, dried sand. 
• It required a lot of labor to complete the 

process efficiently. 
• The aeration process disrupted the 

playing surface for the members. 

mately 40 tons of sand was drilled into 8,500 
square feet of greens. We hired an outside 
company to perform the process, which cost 
the club $8,500. Blue Hill then provided the 
labor to keep the machine hoppers filled dur-
ing the process. 

This process is very labor-intensive because 
of the loading process and the height of the 
hoppers. It is also imperative that kiln-dried 
sand be used during the process for easy flow 
through the machines. We had a staff of 20 
guys who all took turns loading 5-gallon buck-
ets of sand, hauling them to the machines, 
loading carts and stationed on the machines 
filling the hoppers. 

While it doesn't sound like a difficult or tax-
ing process to complete, after about the fourth 
or fifth green everyone's shoulders and biceps 
start to get a little sore. That's where you tag 
out and perform another duty for a while. 

After each green is completed, we push off 
the remainder of sand and soil that is left be-
hind, the greens are dragged with a broom and 
then blown off. The greens come out pretty 

clean and smooth after all is said and done. 
Our PGA Golf Professional, Lou Katsos, 

played the following day and was surprised 
how well the greens rolled. Lou has been a 
huge part of the success in all of our practices 
by relaying the importance of what we are 
trying to accomplish to the members. 

The positives of this process are that we are 
starting to modify the soils in the old push-up 
greens so they can perform up to the mem-
bers' expectations and have a fighting chance 
with Mother Nature. The negatives are that 
it is an expensive process - about $17,000 if 
you use bagged, dried sand. In addition, you 
have to have a lot of labor to complete the 
process efficiently. 

Moving forward we will begin to incorpo-
rate the process of the dryject. This process 
will also help to introduce sand a deeper 
depths and fracture the lower levels almost 
helping to "mix" the soil profiles. GCI 

Jason Adams is superintendent at Blue Hill 
Country Club, Canton, Mass. 

RICHWAY 
Foam markers 
So you know where 

you've been! 

Save on 
chemicals 

Spray faster 

Eliminate 
gaps and 
overlaps 

Foam marker models for all sprayers & 
spreaders push, pull, and self propelled. 
Sizes for boom widths up to 40'. 

richway.com 
800-553-2404 

P.O. Box 508 
Janesville, Iowa 50647 
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The Turf Professional's Free 
On-line Source for Weed ID and 
IPM Control Recommendations 

• Weed ID Photos • Regional Alerts 

• Control Options • Turf School Links 

TEST YOUR WEED IQ! 
WEEKLY C0NTEST-

Correct ID 
Can Win This 

Magic Mug 
With Disappearing Ink 

An Industry Service From 
pbi/csoRdon 
c o R p o n a t i o n 

An Employee-Owned Company 



SandMat - i h e r i g h i ìoq] f o r i h s j o b 

SandMat is a revolutionary product that has 
been engineered for superior drainage and 
erosion control. Used by high profile courses 
around the world, SandMat is the 
professional's choice for bunker lining. 

• Chosen by premier Golf courses worldwide 
• Improve drainage 
• Reduce bunker maintenance 
• Extra wide for faster installation 
• Saves labor 
• Saves raking 

Purchase a Trailer Load of SandMat and 
receive a FRE 8 Piece Cordless Hitachi Power 
Tool Kit including: 
• 4" Cordless Disc Grinder (MODEL #GISDL> 
• 6" Cordless Circular Saw (MODEL#CI8OMR) 
• 1/2" Cordless Oriver Drill (MODEL#DSISDVF3) 
• Cordless Reciprocating Saw with tool-less blade 

changing system (CRISDMR) 
Cordless Flashlight with pivoting head (UBISO) 
Hitachi Carrying Bag 
Kit includes 2 rechargeable batteries 

Minimum order quantity applies 
while supplies last. Available in 
Canada & USA only. 
See SandMat.com for details. SandMat 

Bunker Liner ISO 9001:2008 

www.sandmat.com • toll-free 877-sandmat (726-3628) 

http://www.sandmat.com




As a young 
superintendent going to 

local association meetings, I 
wasn't able to attend the ones held 

at all-male clubs. That was a challenge 
for me as a woman. But many of the 

stereotypes that existed when I began 
my career have since gone by the 

wayside, which is great." 
— Tracey Holliday, Sterling 

Farms Golf Course According to 
Golf Course Superintendents 

Association of America statistics, there has 
been an occupy movement going on in the 

golf course maintenance industry. 

That is to say, the role of the golf course superintendent is occupied by men at 
the rate of 99-1, a trend basically unchanged for the past five years. Naturally, 
this begs the question, "Why aren't there more women in the role of the golf 

course superintendent?" 

"I think it's partly due to the lack of exposure to the career opportunity," says Tracey 
Holliday, superintendent of Sterling Farms Golf Course in Stamford, Conn. "If a 
woman has never played golf, caddied or been around people who expose them 
to the profession, then they won't ever realize such a career path exists. Being a 
golf course superintendent requires tremendous dedication, time, physical and 

mental toughness. It's not for everyone — male or female." 

Over on the West Coast, Patty Reedy, South Course superintendent 
at The Los Angeles Country Club, agrees with the hypothesis 

that through lack of exposure to the game, few women 
realize turf management is a viable career option. 

"Women, and people in general, aren't 
typically drawn to this 

The industry 
isn't worse off for 

not having more female 
superintendents. It's better 

for having some female 
superintendents." 

-Patty Reedy, The Los Angeles 
Country Club 



sort of a career," says Reedy, who's been the 
top turf manager at Los Angeles CC for the 
last five years. "And like many, they probably 
don't even know it's a career possibility." 

Given the odds, is the challenge for a 
woman to achieve superintendent status, 
not to mention at a top flight facility, insur-
mountable? Reedy says being a minority in 
any industry comes with challenges. 

"I don't see that it's something one can't 
overcome with hard work, determination and 
an unapologetic attitude about being a minor-
ity," says Reedy, who earned her agronomy 
degree from Texas A&M University. 

And perhaps a sign of more modern times, 
Reedy says her career path wasn't lined with 
naysayers offering discouraging advice about 
managing golf turf and achieving a superin-
tendent's position. 

"My experience has been overwhelmingly 
positive," Reedy says. "From my mentors 
and professors starting out in college to my 
current boss, Russ Myers, I have been encour-
aged, guided and supported. In fact, when my 

own self-confidence was lacking, it was these 
men who saw something I couldn't see and 
urged me on." 

On Mackinac Island, Wawashkamo Golf 
Club is Michigan's longest continuously 
operated golf course and in 1996 was named 
by Golf Digest as one of "America's ^ 
Historic Golf Landmarks." 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t Karen 
O'Dell, a 1993 graduate of 
Michigan State Univer-
sity's turf program, says 
she hasn't received much 
flak about being a woman 
in a "man's profession." 

"It's never been an issue 
one way or another," she 
says. "I've worked hard just 
as the guys have throughout my 
career and have never asked for any 
special treatment. The grass doesn't know 
that I'm a female and it gives me fits and good 
days just like everyone else. 

"Most people think it's pretty cool when I 

I've worked hard 
just as the guys have 

throughout my career and 
have never asked for any 

special treatment." 
-Karen O'Dell, 

Wawashkamo Golf Club 

tell them I'm a golf course superintendent," 
she says. "I get comments about how lucky 
I am to work on a golf course every day and 
get to enjoy Mother Nature. I have to agree 
with them." 

Inside the clubhouse, players are often 
^ surprised that the role of the super-

intendent is being managed 
by a woman. Like the su-

perintendent profession 
itself, memberships and 
clientele in general are 

I predominantly men, so 
it can come as a bit of 
a surprise for some that 

the 'keeper of the green' 
is a lady. 
On the island at Wawash-

kamo, which in Indian literally 
means "walk a crooked trail," O'Dell 

says, "Having such a small staff (we joke and 
say we are the "maintenance two" - not the 
maintenance crew - just me and my assistant 
Ron Morden), we love the club and the his-

THE TURFCO CR-IO MAKES IT HAPPEN! 
Whether you're topdressing your fairway, renovating bunkers or 
relocating material, the Turfco CR-10. with a four cubic-yard 
hopper, is the workhorse you've been looking for. Its patented 

three-position switch, cross-conveyor flow control and self-cleaning hopper make 
it the most effective material handler available. And now the CR-10 is available 
with WideSpin " technology-allowing you to deliver light or heavy topdressing 
applications at unprecedented widths and depths. All th is -p lus a three-year 
warranty. The CR-10. Don't start a project without it. 

Call 1 -800-679-8201 for a FREE 
on-site demonstration or video. 

WWW.TURFCO.COM 

T U R F C O 
T H E L E A D E R . S INCE 1961. 

Bird Phazer Laser 
for Canada geese 

During a recent USGA Turf Advisory Service 
visit, a laser was used to show how Canada 
geese can be removed from the course. 

The pocket-sized Bird Phazer Laser emits a 
powerful bright green light. When the beam hits 
the feathers of geese, it makes a bright splash of 
light. Their eyes are very sensitive to uv light, and 
the bright green laser light is very traumatic for 
them. A flock of more than 50 Canada geese 
immediately took flight from more than 200 
yards away. geesedamage .com 
$ 1 9 9 Compare to the /g00) 555-9634 
Avian Dissuader j w é Marketing Columbia, SC 

http://WWW.TURFCO.COM


DOUG BROOKS • RIDES INTO THE 21st CENTURY 
Golf Course Superintendent ON HIS CLASSIC SURFSIDE STEAMER... (CIRCA 1906) 

THE DENVER COUNTRY CLUB • COLORADO 

1-800-401-0411 • FAX: 215-836-2418 
MONTCO PRODUCTS CORPORATION 

BOX 404, AMBLER, PA 19002 
• SURFSIDE DOESN'T BURN, DISCOLOR, OR ROOT PRUNE • 

Doug strongly endorses 

the Surfside steam 

lawn mower and roller 

for the golf course 

and club grounds. 

It does better work 

than three horse 

machines... 

Is cheaper 

and c\ear\er -

leaves no hoof prints. 

I have used Surfside 37 for over 20 years to improve irrigation 
efficiency on greens, tees and fairways. Other benefits from regular use 
includes improved efficiency with pesticide applications, elimination of 
troublesome fairy ring, and reduced problems from localized dry spots. 
Surfside drenches every 5 weeks during the growing season at a rate of 1 
gallon of Surfside in 200 gallons of water for every 4,000 square feet. It 
reduces surface tension and improves soil wetting creating deeper rooting. 
Every other week on greens Surfside is sprayed at 2oz/M with ferrous 
sulfate at 1.5oz/M and any other needed inputs to maintain color and turf 
health. Surfside is also included in spray programs on tees and fairways 
at the 2oz/M rate as well as in drench applications on bunker edges, new 
sod, or any other weak area needing a boost. 

The Colorado summer weather usually brings bright sunshine with 
temperatures in the mid 80s to high 90s, (rainfall 3 to 4 inches total), and 
humidity in the single digits. A recent summer stretch included 24 
straight days in the 90s, low humidity, and no precipitation. Surfside 

is an integral part of my maintenance 
programs to maintain optimum playing 
conditions during these difficult 
stretches and all season long. 



Tony 
Gustaitis 

- C G C S -

24 
YEARS 

WHITEMARSH VALLEY 
COUNTRY CLUB 

Whitemarsh Valley C C just 
celebrated its 100th anniversary, 
and the greens are the same age -
some just 3000 sq. ft. oldies with 
restored original bunkers. Bent 
grass and POA share the scene. 
The bulk of the soil profiles have 
never been renovated to modern 
particle size construction. 
We use SURFSIDE 37 
wetting agent to survive the 
Philadelphia summers and 
provide tournament conditions 
for the club membership. We 
inject SURFSIDE 37 into the 
irrigation system to maintain 
greens, tees, fairways, and 
roughs. On isolated dry spots 
we hand water with SURFSIDE 
PELLETS. For a hard-nosed LDS 
probe the area and drench with 
6-oz SURFSIDE 37 in 5 gal. 
warm water. 

B o b j D e M a r c O y 
RQWELTfONI Q L U i 

NEWBURGH. NEW YORK; 

34 
YEARS 

SURFSIDE 3 7 IS THE 
BEST TURF-GRASS 
WETTING AGENT YOU 

CAN BUY. FROM EARLY 
APRIL TIL PEAK SKI 

SEASON THE SPRAY RIG 
NEVER LEAVES THE BARN 

WITHOUT SURFSIDE 3 7 . - IT 
ALLOWS YOU TO LIVE A LITTLE 
EACH DAY. 

KEN THOMPSON 
CLEM & HARVEY 

_ YOU 
WELL 

WISH 

GREATE BAY 
COUNTRY CLUB 

GOOD GRIEF... 
ANOTHER WETTING AGENT 

NEW JERSEY 

29 
YEARS 

ALMOST 
TOOK 

THE PLUNGE 
WHEN 

S i t F - S I B E 
WALKED IN THE DOOR" 

Surf -S ide 3 7 c a n br ing 
m a i n t e n a n c e & wa te r ing cos t s 

in to line. 
The product pays for itself. 

SURFSIDE USED EXCLUSIVELY ON GREEN COMPLEXES 

I SURF-SIDE DOESN'T BURN, DISCOLOR, OR ROOT PRUNE « 

SURF-SIDE PELLET (99% Active) 
"Turns syringing into an art form" 

1 - 8 0 0 - 4 0 1 - 0 4 1 1 • FAX: 2 1 5 - 8 3 6 - 2 4 1 8 
MONTCO PRODUCTS CORPORATION 

BOX 404, AMBLER, PA 19002 

ZAP! DEFOAMER (30% Active) 
Controls Foam In Your Spray Tank 


