Terry Buchen, CGCS, MG, is president of Golf Agronomy International. He's a 38-year
AA life member of the GCSAA. He can be reached at terrybuchen@earthlink.net

- Light it up

t the Coco Beach Golf & Country Club in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico,

golf course superintendent Dave Russell, assistant superintendent

Jason Matos and head mechanic Hector Encarnacion installed
bright lights on the maintenance equipment.

Two quartz halogen, 12-volt lamps were installed on Toro Sand Pros,
Toro 6500 five-plex fairway mowers and Toro 4500 five-plex rotary
mowers so it’s easier for the operators to see where they're mowing turf
and raking bunkers during early morning and nighttime operations. The
lights will come in handy when the club hosts the Puerto Rico Open, a
first-time event on the PGA Tour, in March 2008.

The light fixtures, which are for off-road use only, cost about $20
each and were purchased from a local auto parts store. The larger lamp
fixtures (similar to aircraft landing light fixtures in their lighting output)
replaced smaller light fixtures on the equipment, so the wiring was in
place already. It took only an hour to install them. On the fairway and
rough mowers, the smaller light fixtures were left in place for lighting
closer to the cutting units.

Protection from the elements

he golf course maintenance department at Coco Beach Golf &

Country Club knows how to protect its staff members from the

bright sunlight and 80-plus inches of annual rainfall that occur in
Puerto Rico without spending much money.

Inexpensive golf umbrellas were acquired from Sam’s Club for about
$15 each. They're kept in place at the top of the mowers’ roll bars. The
handle is wedged in between the operator’s seat and a plastic tube that
holds the owner’s manual. One-quarter-inch-diameter golf course roping
secures them properly.

A traditional sunlight and rainfall cover is an optional piece of
equipment for mowers. The cover, which can cost as much as $1,000,
would be attached to the roll bar and is available from equipment
distributors or aftermarket equipment companies.

The golf umbrellas are used on the Toro Multi Pro 1200 sprayers,

3500 and 3100 Sidewinder triplex rotary and reel mowers, and 3150
Greensmaster triplex greens mowers, which are all used to help maintain
the 36-hole complex that was designed by Tom Kite in 2003. GCI
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EQUIPMENT IDEAS

Travels
With
Terry

Globetrotting
consulting agronomist
Terry Buchen visits
many golf courses
annually with his digital
camera in hand. He
shares helpful ideas
relating to maintenance
equipment from the golf
course superintendents
he visits — as well as

a few ideas of his own
—~with timely photos
and captions that
explore the changing
world of golf course
management.
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CLASSIFIEDS

BUSINESS FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE

200 Acre Sod Farm 90 miles E of Chicago
50x170 bldg with offices
2-40x80 bldgs w/shops — 2 homes
Sand Sod inventory/Machinery
Serving major athletic fields 269/695-5505

GOLF COURSE FOR SALE
18 HOLE GOLF COURSE FOR SALE.
Course measures 6840 yds. has bent
grass greens. There is a 3700 sq. ft.
club house plus maint. bldg. Located in
Hartsville, S.C. There is additional land
available.
Priced at 2.2M. For details
call 910-575-6262.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

PROFILE YOUR COURSE FOR FREE

Promote your course as our guest in
podcast show telephone interview which
includes video of your site.

No cost to you for interview or video.

We distribute the interview to high traf-
fic podcast directories and video distri-
bution networks across the internet.

We need golf course managers, tour-
nament and sales staff, of public play
courses, to participate as guests in tele-
phone interview.

Interview features your golf course,
tournament management, wedding
services, on site restaurants, accom-
modations, etc.

The viewing of video over the internet
is increasing rapidly.

Now is the time to present your course
to this growing internet audience, in a
pleasant business style interview with
digital video.
Frank Ducey
949.481.8071

usaprotour.com
ceo@usaprotour.com

&

The Turf Blanket
the World Relies On

» Earlier spring green-up

+ Faster seed germination

* Deeper.root development
* Delays dormancy infall}

+ [deal winter blanket

* Best for quick turfrepairs
* Available in any size™

s 3 or 7 year warranty covers

For.details call 1-800-387-5808 today!

covermaster.com
“MAIL: info@covermaster.com

X

N THE ART OF SPORTS SURFACE COVERS
7T T I T R T TT i :
COVERMASTER INC., TEL 4167451811 FAX 416.74

OAW0 L Lovernasidl ¢

Golf Course Animal Control Supplies
NoMol Mole Traps, Goose Repellents,
Coyote & Fox Decoys, Sonic Repellers
(Goose Buster, Super Bird Xpeller Pro)

Over 1400 items in stock. Lowest Prices.

www.discountwildlifesupplies.com
Call: 800-451-6544

TECH SALES

Golf Course Division

REPLACEMENT:
Bearings, Oil Seals, V-Belts

> Nation's Leading Supplier
> Most Competitive Pricing In The Industry
> Same Day Shipping On Most Parts

1-800-373-6002
www.techsales-golfcoursedivision.com

82 NOVEMBER 2007

www.golfcourseindustry.com

A patented impermeable ripstop barrier
hetween your turf & the winter elements!

for more details and free samples
GreenJacket.com or 888-786-2683
and see research results online!
e e e N e e e A e |
+ Minimizes temperature fluctuations & protects against ice
damage, crown hydration and desiccation.
« Lightweight and durable-years of easy installation & storage.
» Millions of square feet of turf protected
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Great for
small repairs
& small projects

50 GALLON SEEDER $ 1495.00

Call for FREE Info pack & video

TURBO TECHNOLOGIES, INC
www. TurboTurf.com 800-822-3437

Territory Sales Opportunity

8 ICS

ELECTRONICALLY CONTROLLED PUNPING SYSTENS

We are currently interviewing for
sales positions in various states.
Prior Irrigation, Landscape or
Golf Course Industry experience
with strong relationship selling
skills essential.
Please send resume to: hr@

watertronics.com

Or fax to: 262-367-5551

HELP WANTED

FIND YOUR JOB TODAY

www.GreenlIndustry-Jobs.com

Golf Course Company seeking
experienced Shaping, Irrigation,
Drainage and Management personnel
for International Projects.
Resumes to be e-mailed to
frank@intergolfinc.com.

Wadsworth Golf Construction Company
Seeking Project Superintendents, Irrigation
Foremen, Site Work Foremen, Shapers and
Equipment Operators for Projects in the Mid
Atlantic region and other areas of the coun-
try. Great opportunity for candidates with
golf course experience willing to learn, travel
and grow with the country’s Premier Golf
Course Builder. Competitive compensation
package including travel allowance, health
insurance and profit sharing opportunities.

Visit us at www.wadsworthgolf.com
Fax a resume to 610-361-7805
or e-mail to wgccmw@wadsworthgolf.com
attn: Human Resources

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
TODAY

Call Bonnie Velikonya at
330-523-5322 or email her
at bvelikonya@gie.net.

www.golfcourseindustry.com
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AD INDEX

COMPANY PAGE RS

Agrotain International.........c.cc.ccoeuennce 25 cvinins 24
www.agrotain.com

Arysta LifeScience...........cce.vec.. 19, 36, 37..21, 29, 30
www.arystalifescience.com

Bernbatti & Ca consostssvmssvmmnisssssmiommshosens SURE s 27
www.expressdual.com

Champian Ttk ... ..ot eenisionion 54-55% .. 36
www.championturffarms.com

Cleaty i iumimmiiomidhiormss 38-39....:i.c. 31
www.clearychemical.com

Environmental Turf...........ccocovvreennnenne. 65...cu.... 38
www.environmentalturf.com

FlOrating ... oo aitentavacssesonsss 46-47, 66, 85 32,41,43
www.floratine.com

Priesen USA .iiviiininiimmsssssnssrniss M 16
www.meridianmfg.com

Golf Course Builders Association........... 35 28
www.gcbaa.org

CoMlInE: St visiesisssicsas s (R 14
www.golflinx.net

{2 o D e e e BT o 53 s 35
www.harrells.com

Helena Chemical..........c.coeveveenrenernuennne 86.......... 44
www.helenachemical.com

TG b elar s S T S T 07 aainseit 40
www.jacklin.com

John Deere Golf Irrigation................. ; 95 e S 15
www.JohnDeere.com

Milliken'. .. e antl aid ool i8R om T o, 12
www.millikenturf.com

1 D Lo o o e e 3 22
www.turf.us.nufarm.com

Nutramax Agriculture ............cccccvnniins 2 vy 23
www.nutramaxlabs.com

(B (T o e A p ey S ey 42
www.orival.com

OtterbmeBareba. 1L it otiseaisisns 210 L 25
www.otterbinebarebo.com

Precision Laboratories.............cccooecvvunnen 65 viivvins 39
www.precisionlab.com

Rain Bird L7 viiics 20
www.rainbird.com

Sand Trapper 54-55* 37
www.sandtrapper.com

SePro Corp. 4 11
WWW.SEpIo.com

Standard Golf Co 9 13
www.standardgolf.com

Subair Systems .16 19
www.subairsystems.com

TEe=2-GLEOM v teisnervasivasaosssnsicasssonasa 2,30....10, 26
www.tee-2-green.com

Tutf Diagnostics . sn s 49 i 33
www.turfdiag.com

Valent......coeeerereeeeeereeeeereeeeeneeeaessenens Y — 34
www.valentpro.com

Wells Fargo Financial ........ccccovcueiivininnes RO ey 18
www.wellsfargofinancial.com

o e O O L T e T B A5 e 17

WWW.ZsCreen.com

* Denotes regional advertisment
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SHOTS

| fyou're a regular reader, you know I
generally write articles pandering to ...
| er, [ mean attempting to edify and in-
form you — the golf course superintendent.
This month’s column is a little different.

Instead, this humble scribbling is aimed
at a new and untapped audience: your
players. You know, those nice folks who
shuck out anywhere between $15 a round
and $15,000 a year to play at your place. In
short, the idiots. Your idiots.

Thus, it’s with great pride I present the
“Complete Idiot’s Guide to Golf Course
Maintenance.” Feel free to cut, paste and
post this in the locker room as needed — if
you dare.

Greetings esteemed fellow golfer:

Allow me to introduce myself. My name
is Pat Jones, and for 20 years, I've been
privileged to write magazine articles about
the art and science of golf course mainte-
nance for nice folks like your golf course
superintendent. I've met, worked with and/
or written about thousands of superinten-
dents and golf courses, literally. Along the
way, I've learned a few things that might
be helpful to your enjoyment of the game
and your understanding of some important
aspects of how courses are maintained. I
respectfully submit the following polite
thoughts for your consideration:

- It costs money to maintain these
things, you bonehead. Don’t expect
champagne conditions on a beer budget.

If you're paying $30 a round, shut your
gaping piehole, ignore the flaws around the
edges and play golf, dammit.

+ Only a handful of you fools carry a
handicap low enough to appreciate the
nuances of very fast greens, so stop yapping
about wanting them all the time. Unless
you're GHIN card has a single digit on it,
you shouldn’t even be allowed on greens
running 11 or higher on the Stimpmeter.
Do yourself a favor, you moron, and learn
to appreciate the fact you're just not that
good and fast greens will make you stink
even worse and lose even more Nassau to
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the clowns you play with.

+ You know those big holes with the
sand on them in various places around the
course? They're called bunkers (there’s no
such thing as a “sand trap,” knucklehead),
and they’re supposed to be a hazard. The re-
ally smart person who designed the course
put them there to make the game more
challenging. Being in one is called a penalty.
Should the sand not meet your standards
of perfection, don't hit into it. If you do hit
into it — which is probably a lot because
you suck — stop whining and swing about
an inch behind the ball and follow through
(repeat as necessary). Then take 10 seconds
and rake the bunker, you lazy schmuck.

... | hope you've
enjoyed this
charnce to see the

beautiful world of

orl

gOlf

A(\\

» Don’t even get me started about frost
delays and cart restrictions. The weather is
what it is, not some vast conspiracy dreamt
by superintendents to deprive you of an
early start or a motorized cup-holder for
your can of Bud Light. Frosted greens and
footprints don’t mix, dog-breath. Driv-
ing carts on soggy fairways kills grass and
makes big-ass ruts that screw up the course
for weeks. By the way, you might want to
consider the fact golf is meant to be a walk-
ing game and carts were invented for handi-
capped people, you fat shiftless turd.

» Just exactly how many of those freebie
souvenir ball-mark repair tools do you have
stuck away in that crappy old bag of yours
anyway? Perhaps you could dig around
through all the range balls you've stolen,
find one of those tools and actually use it,

you dope.

« It might come as shocking news to you,
but when it doesn’t rain for a long time,
grass turns brown. Did you skip biology
class in high school the day they covered
that whole “plants need water” thing?

+ Unless his name is Carl Spackler, the
person who maintains the course is not the
greenskeeper. He's usually the golf course
superintendent or he might even prefer to
be called the greenkeeper (with no “s” in
the middle, dimwit). Whatever you call him
or her, the superintendent probably works
harder than you and actually cares about
doing a good job as opposed to spending
most of the day surfing the Web for fantasy
football statistics and stealing office sup-
plies like you, you useless doofus.

+ Enough already with the moaning about
trees. Trust me, the superintendent hates
them even more than you do.

+ Last but not least, don’t, under any
circumstance, compare the course condi-
tions you see on TV with the conditions
of courses you actually play. The facilities
that host Tour events spend a zillion dollars
and commit thousands of extra man-hours
to create a short-term illusion. Prepping a
course for a televised event is like putting
on a big fireworks display on the Fourth
of July — it takes a lot of time to organize,
costs a bunch of money and only lasts for a
beautiful, fleeting moment. If you're ever
planted in your La-Z-Boy some Sunday
afternoon watching golf on the tube and
think, “Our course should look like that,”
please smack yourself upside your pointy
little head and get over it.

So, my fellow lover of the links, I hope
you've enjoyed this chance to see the beau-
tiful world of golf through the eyes of your
course superintendent. It’s my fervent wish
these small insights will give you a new
appreciation for the game and the impor-
tance of sound maintenance practices, even
though they might perturb or inconve-
nience you occasionally. I know you’ll ac-
cept my meager words in the sincere spirit
in which they’ve been offered.

Now just shut up and hit the @#$&!!
ball. 6
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THIS COMBINED
PRODUCT PACKAGING

WILL CAUSE
HEALTH TO BREAK OUT

(@Foratine

Far the strosgest verts

Floratine’s new MAP Pack, is a pre-engineered
solution containing the Floratine products you
need in an easy to follow application plan to
prevent turf problems before they arise. MAP
Pack is a low-cost, simple, targeted plan designed
to strengthen your turf and prepare it before
stresses arrive. To learn more, talk to your local
Floratine distributor or visit www.floratine.com.

(.Yoratine

For the strongest turf™

www.floratine.com
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