
DESIGN CONCEPTS 

J e f f r e y D. B r a u e r is a veteran golf course architect responsible for more than 
50 new courses and more than 100 renovations. A member and past president 
of the American Society of Golf Course Architects, he is president of Jeffrey D. 
Brauer/GolfScapes in Arlington, Texas. Reach him atjeff@jeffreydbrauer.com. 

TIMBER! 
Successfully sell your members on the idea of tree removal. 

You will be reading this in 
January, w h e n m a n y o f you 
will b e taking down your 

C h r i s t m a s tree . You h a t e to do it, 
but you k n o w you have to. M a n y 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s have the s a m e 
fee l ing wi th the ir go l f c o u r s e 
trees , with the added p r o b l e m o f 
c o n v i n c i n g e x t r e m e l y r e l u c t a n t 
m e m b e r s that it is necessary . 

Tree removal is a trend that's here 
to stay, and this may make your job 
convincing m e m b e r s a little easier. At 
a renovation project interview years 
ago, club m e m b e r s said I shouldn't 
r e c o m m e n d removal o f a large Cot-
tonwood near their 4 th green. That 
seemed reasonable, until I saw it. 
The tree was almost on the green 
edge, with its roots actually pushing 
through the turf. It was messy and 
blocked morning sun. W h e n asked 
" D o you think you will save this 
t ree? " I responded, "Sure, if you tell 
m e where to stack the logs!" 

I did not receive that commiss ion , 
but m e m b e r s are more open to tree 
removal now after seeing many fa-
mous courses selectively remove trees 
and still maintain their character, 
difficulty and charm. At the current 
pace, it may take t ime to reverse five 
decades o f overplanting. But, if the 
same greens commit tees responsible 
for the overplanting are now remov-
ing trees, w e might be a nation o f 
links courses very soon. 

"Golf purists," perhaps rooted 
firmly in the nostalgia o f an earlier 
t ime, think that can't happen too 
quickly, but most golfers still like 
tree-l ined golf holes. 

The discussion somet imes paints 
those old commit tees as clueless, 
when in fact, heavy planting helped 
make any course built in open fields 

much more enjoyable. However, too 
many courses planted the wrong 
species for quick growth or cheap 
cost , in the wrong places ( t rees never 
naturally grow in straight l ines), 
didn't consider eventual size, or forgot 
the second half of the old landscaping 
adage o f "Plant thick, thin quick." 

In stating the case for removal, 
removing trees for agronomy reasons 
should be a no-brainer. Trees and 
grass usually don't mix well. Trees 
near greens and tees with canopy over 
(and roots under) , trees that block 
morning sun or air movement are all 

problems solved by tree removal. 
In addition, trees require more 

water resources than turf, which in 
some places is reason enough to make 
them candidates for removal. 

Trees too c lose together to m o w 
between arc problems. Although tight 
c lumps with mulch beds between arc 
more natural and mowing produc-
tion increases when mowing between 
every tree is reduced. 

Objec t ionable species, including 
fast-growing, but weak-branched 
species like most maples, willow, and 
poplar, or messy trees like sycamores, 
are problems that are best removed. 

Trees can impact play in bad ways, 
especially low-branched trees that 
hide balls and plantings that have 
unintentional ly narrowed fairways 
or caused "forced draws and fades." 
These may be problems a golf course 
architect will identify. 

As for aesthetics , your golf archi-

tect will know that: 
• Aesthetics can be improved by 

removing trees, by opening up long-
distance views. 

• Carefully located tree groups 
can serve several holes equally and 
minimize planting. 

• Random clumps are more at-
tractive than straight lines. 

• This isn't an arboretum. Except 
for key areas, plantings needn't be 
showy and expensive. 

M a n y courses arc shocked when 
an arborist tells them many o f their 
best-looking trees and mature trees 

are diseased. Your aesthetics may be 
great now, but consider your trees in 
a 20-year t ime frame to maintain -
and improve - that look. 

Trees are important to most golf 
courses, defining doglegs, separat-
ing holes, and providing backdrop, 
filtered shade, strategy, penalty and 
character . They also cost m o n e y 
- both in direct m a i n t e n a n c e and 
indirect ly in golf course mainte-
nance . In cost -consc ious t imes , 
each tree needs to be funct ional , or 
mult i - funct ional , whi le present ing 
few problem to b e justifiable. Less 
definitely can be more . 

T i m e can be your ally, and many 
trees should be eventually replaced, 
with better design, locations, and 
species. However, you can wait a few 
years to remove some weak or poor 
varieties o f mature trees until newly 
planted trees mature enough to pro-
vide the same function. GCI 

TWhen asked Do you think you will save this 
tree? my response was, 'Sure, if you tell me 
where to stack the logs!' 
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