
CONVERGENCE 

The crowdsourccrs at Wikipedia tell 
us that " c o n v e r g e n c e " is the " the 
tendency for d i f f e rent technologi-

cal sys tems to evolve toward per form-
ing s imi lar tasks ( w h e r e b y ) previously 
separate technologies such as voice, data, 
productivity applications and video that 
now share resources and interact wi th 
each other synergist ical ly ." 

in s impler terms, convergence is that 
stupid thing you carry around that lets 
you talk, text, emai l , search, watch , navi-
g a t e , locate and other-
wise interact with about 
3 bill ion other wired hu-
mans around the planet. 

We here at G C I ' s glob-
al science lab are a lways 
t ry ing to stay o n e s tep 
a h e a d of the t e c h n o l -
ogy c o n v e r g e n c e w a v e . 
W e ' v e been on l ine for-
ever . W e ' v e b e e n digi-
tal and mobile for years 
without (hopeful ly) los-
ing track of the fact that 
nearly all of you still de-
mand the paper edition. And w e continue 
to be the only publication in the industry 
(and one of the few business magazines 
nat ionwide) to o f f e r a native app version 
of our publ icat ion that truly is w h e r e 
convergence happens. 

The app has been a remarkable tool for 
many readers not just because it's cool. 
It is most definitely cool but it's also very 
u s e f u l . For o n e thing, it 's c o m p l e t e l y 
portable. Once you 've downloaded the 
issue, you can read it anyplace at any time 
on your iPhone or iPad. Many folks tell 
m e they appreciate being able to read the 
issue on a plane or anywhere else without 
a connection. 

The app also al lows us to embed en-
hancements into the stories you get in the 
print edition. Videos, Superintendent Ra-
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dio Network podcasts, downloads, bonus 
pictures, animations and, of course, l inks 
back to our site and others allow you to 
explore a topic completely without ever 
leaving the edit ion. 

N o w , we ' re taking that to a new level 
by of fer ing special content you can O N L Y 
find in the G C 1 app. We're starting with 
this month 's edit ion ( w h i c h should be 
a v a i l a b l e about m i d - m o n t h ) and I 'm 
pleased to announce that our very first 
app exc lus ive wi l l be ground-break ing 

instruct ional v ideo cre-
ated by our friends at Turf 
Republic that shows you 
how to create your own 
v i d e o s u s i n g the too l s 
you already have or even 
a GoPro camera . 

If y o u h a v e n ' t s e e n 
w h a t s o m e of y o u r col-
l e a g u e s a re d o i n g w i t h 
G o P r o s , m a k e s u r e to 
check out the G C I video 
library on our site or visit 
Tur f Republ ic . T h e bot-
tom line is that they are 

remarkable tools that al low you to tell 
your story from any point of v iew. You can 
mount them on a m o w e r or aeri f ier , at-
tach them to a tripod for t ime-lapse shots 
or even f ly one around in a robotic drone 
if you 're really looking to have some fun. 

Wai t ! Y o u don ' t have a G o P r o y e t ? 
That's so sad. Here's a crazy idea . . . maybe 
you could get one f o r f ree ! H o w ? Just 
download the April app edition of G C I , 
find the exc lus ive Tur f Republ ic v ideo 
we 've embedded in it and register to win 
your very own GoPro . That 's the grand 
prize. W e also have some slick GCI- logo 
gear for five more luck)' entrants. 

Y u p . . . not only is the GCI app the best 
way to get the most out of the magazine . . . 
it also has a prize inside! It's l ike a digital 
box of Cracker Jacks. Enjoy the treat! GCI 
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