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Southern 
Discomfort 
Sustained warmer weather provides some unique 
challenges for southern turfheads. by Rob Thomas 



Much like sweet tea and 
hospitality, the South 
has its own brand of 
disease pressure. While 
many northern super-

intendents will be dealing with 
ice and snow over the coming 
months, their southern counter-
parts will be keeping a close eye 
on their turf. 

Mike Stevens, regional direc-
tor of agronomy in the South-
east and Ohio Valley for Billy 
Casper Golf, says his company 
has 20 courses comprising the 
Southern Regional team, with 
turf variety consisting of Cham-
pion, TifEagle, TifDwarf, 328, 
paspalum and zoysia. 

According to Stevens, the fall 
has been going smoothly, with 
one odd standout. 

"This fall has been pretty 
slow with disease pressure with 
exception of our paspalum, 
which has seen a variety of 
known pathogens up to and 
including pink snow mold, 
believe it or not," he says. "Our 
guys have been extremely pro-
active with their cultural prac-
tices and focused on basic plant 
health throughout the summer. 
With record rainfalls over the 
spring and mid-summer, they've 
worked hard to keep the canopy 
open to encourage the necessary 
gas exchange needed to survive 
such saturated conditions. 

"Consequently, more aerifica-
tions and similar cultural prac-
tices have been taking place than 
in normal summers, leading to 
healthier stands of turf heading 
into fall, and less need to rely on 

chemical means of control," Ste-
vens adds. "There have been the 
routine cases of dollar spot and 
brown patch that you'd expect to 
see during such expansive times 
of rain, but overall, it's been a 
relatively quiet season." 

In the case of the paspalum 
greens, the BCG team has been 
on an extensive recovery grow-
in plan on a new property that 
brought the company on board. 

"The plant, being so succulent 
from the increased levels of fer-
tility, has been more susceptible 
to diseases during extended 
periods of rain," Stevens says. 
"We've monitored conditions 
to look for times conducive to 
disease activity and treat pre-
ventively according to forecasts, 
which, unfortunately in Florida 
and the Southeast, can change 
at a moment's notice. In those 
cases, when disease does break 
through, tissue samples are sent 
for testing to verify what we're 
seeing and treatment is made 
accordingly. 

"Staying in line with Florida's 
BMPs [Best Management Prac-
t ices] and proper turf man-
agement, fungicide class and 
mode of action are kept in mind 
and included into a rotation to 
help avoid potential resistance 
buildup," he added. "Systemic 
s trobi lur in-based fungicide 
made up a good base of many 
of our applications this summer 
and fall, in combination with a 
good contact chlorothalonil or 
mancozeb base." 

The BCG superintendents 
have seen good control during 

There have been the routine cases of dollar spot and brown patch 
that you'd expect to see as a result of such expansive times of rain. 

"We have been seeing our normal 
disease pressure increased this fall, 
thanks to the tropical weather we 
have experienced thus far, from the 
usual suspects: Curvularia, leaf spot, 
fairy ring, algae and dollar spot." 

- Jay Abbott, ClubCorp 

times of application this fall, Ste-
vens says, speculating the quality 
of products in the market today 
played a large part, as well as the 
company's continuous effort to 
improve and reduce its overall 
environmental footprint across 
the board. 

"We've become less chemical 
dependent through our opera-
tions, so when applications are 
made, the response is greater 
due to the lesser amounts of 
resistance existing in the field," 
he says. 

Jay Abbott, ClubCorp's re-
gional director of agronomy for 
Southeast Texas, credits Mother 
Nature for upping the workload 
for his superintendents. 

"We have been seeing our nor-
mal disease pressure increased 
this fall, thanks to the tropical 
weather we have experienced 
thus far, from the usual suspects: 
Curvularia, leaf spot, fairy ring, 
algae and dollar spot," Abbott 
says. 

ClubCorp's southern superin-
tendents, spread out among 47 
clubs between Georgia, Florida, 
South Carolina and Texas, have 
used chemica l applicat ions 
where needed and cultural 
practices on others. 

"We have some very strong, 

experienced and knowledgeable 
superintendents who do a great 
job," Abbott says of the group's 
success in battling turf disease 
pressure. 

Brent McBrayer, CGCS, di-
rector of grounds maintenance 
at Pearl River Resort's Dancing 
Rabbit Golf Club in Choctaw, 
Miss., has been seeing fairy ring 
and zoysia patch in the fairways 
as a result of wet conditions 
over the summer. They've also 
seen some brown patch in the 
Bermudagrass. 

"Pro Star has been applied 
to some of the worst areas, but 
costs prohibit our ability to 
treat all affected areas with this 
product," McBrayer says. "We 
are beginning to utilize Torque 
and Affirm to treat the rest of the 
affected areas. 

"We have seen some success 
with all of the products, but the 
weather has continued to be 
conducive to the development 
of disease," he adds. 

Over the coming w i n t e r 
months, McBrayer and his team 
will keep an eye out for dollar 
spot on the bent greens and hope 
that spring dead spot is kept in 
check in the Bermudagrass. 

"We will continue preventive 
applications with various con-
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Two top turf pests - mole crickets and army cutworms. 

Unfortunately, turf diseases aren't the only challenges facing southern superintendents. 
Bugs - large and small, seen and unseen - can cause potentially damaging 
affects to golf courses. 

Brent McBrayer, CGCS, director of grounds maintenance at Dancing Rabbit 
Golf Club in Choctaw, Miss., offered a list of the top five offenders his colleagues 
should prep for in 2014, based upon what he's seeing at Pearl River Resort: 

• Grubs 
• Cutworms 
• Fire ants 
• Mole crickets 
• Army worms 
Jay Abbott, ClubCorp's Regional Director of Agronomy for Southeast Texas, agrees 

with mole crickets, grubs, army worms and cutworms, but also adds earwigs and pine 
bark beetles to the list of possible bug offenders in 2014. 

Mike Stevens, Regional Director of Agronomy in the Southeast and Ohio Valley for Billy 
Casper Golf, narrowed it down to the top three ... if you include the nematode as a bug: 

• Nematodes 
• Mole crickets 
• Army worms 
"You could include web worms and fire ants in there to round out the top five, but with 

the increases in control measures out there for those two, there really isn't the concern in 
the field that there was, even five years ago," he says. "There are discussions about new 
nematode suppression coming into the market in 2014, but until that happens, there 
really isn't an inexpensive option to deal with them." 
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of them. 
"A stronger strain of leaf spot 

has been the most widespread 
disease across the board over 
the past two seasons, causing 
the most damage, so we'll look 
to stay ahead of the curve this 
year, monitoring weather trends 
and watching for key indicators, 
especially as we approach mid to 
late December," Stevens says. 

He stresses that the best treat-
ment is, and always will be, a 
healthy and strong turfgrass 
plant. 

"Focus will be to establish 
the strongest coverage of turf as 
we head into our winter season, 
ensuring our soil and tissue tests 
are producing results necessary 
to fend off the ever-present 
pathogens that exist in the field, 
waiting to attack when condi-
tions are conducive," Stevens 

Disease pressure hasn't been an issue this fall with the exception of 
paspalum, which has seen pathogens, including pink snow mold. 

says. "If breakthrough does oc-
cur, our treatment will be based 
on proper disease identification, 
both by our agronomic team and 
our national lab partners. There 
are many lines of products to 
choose from in the market today, 
but in a case of basic leaf spot, 

we'd likely move toward an ap-
plication of Chlorothalonil to 
control any activity." 

It's impossible to say if spring 
2014 will look anything like 
spring 2013, but it can't hurt 

( D I S E A S E continues on page 52) 
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tact and systemic fungicides as 
long as conditions are favorable, 
and monitor fertilizer applica-
tions on the bentgrass," he says. 
"We are applying Rubigan to the 
Bermudagrass greens and select 
areas in the Bermudagrass fair-
ways and roughs at the moment 
to lessen the impact of spring 
dead spot. I'm really going to 
miss being able to use Rubigan." 

Abbott's team will keep their 
eyes on leaf spot, fusarium and 
spring dead spot throughout the 
winter. At clubs where they've 
historically had issues, superin-
tendents will spray a preventa-
tive fungicide program, while 
clubs without a history of issues 
will treat curatively. 

If another "extremely mild" 
winter unfolds, as it has the last 
two years, Stevens' superinten-
dents will know what's ahead P
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knowing what the past has held 
when looking to the future. 

"It 's hard to predict what 
activity is coming our way, even 
with the advances we've made 
as an industry and the technol-
ogy we have to help predict 
weather patterns based off of 
past trends," Stevens says. "The 
best we can do is to continue to 
educate and coach our teams to 
become the best at monitoring 
conditions and producing the 
best products they can in prepa-
ration for what nature brings. 

"With the changing weather 
patterns we've seen in the South-
east over the past 10 years, there 
is no 'normal' anymore," he 
adds. "I think we've seen that 
with the introduction of pink 

snow mold in Florida." 
Considering the rate of suc-

cess experienced this year, Ab-
bott's team isn't likely to change 
its strategy heading into the 
2014 season. 

"Leaf spot and dollar spot 
were very active in the spring 
of 2013, so most of the super-
intendents will be looking and 
spraying preventatively for them 
as we warm up in the spring of 
2014," he says. 

McBrayer, who has been at 
Pearl River Resort for 15 years, 
is doing his due diligence as he 
looks to the past to predict the 
future. 

" W e e x p e r i e n c e d a fa ir 
amount of dollar spot in the Ber-
mudagrass roughs last spring, 

so I would anticipate having to 
fertilize roughs and fairways a 
little earlier in the season," he 
says. "I also anticipate treating 
for zoysia patch in the spring 
again, especially if it is going 
to be wet. 

"I'm talking to other super-
intendents and studying up on 
new products before I pull the 
trigger on new treatments , " 
McBrayer adds. 

As for depending on the accu-
racy of long-range forecasts for 
the upcoming winter ... Abbott 
isn't convinced. 

"I read the Farmers' Almanac 
every fall and am an avid fol-
lower of the Weather Channel," 
he says. "I don't really rely on 
the long-range forecast, but am 

always paying attention to see 
what the meteorologists think 
it might be like." 

The volati l i ty and unpre-
dictability of the weather has 
Stevens paying at tent ion to 
the overview provided by local 
TV weathermen, but seeking 
greater detailed information. 

"We lean heavily on weather 
forecasts to help us plan our 
operations," he says. "Unfortu-
nately, it's not an exact science, 
but it's a crucial part of our 
operations. We base much of 
our applications around humid-
ity/moisture levels, soil temps, 
ambient air temps and extreme 
weather swings, so even though 
it's a moving target, it's the best 
we have, so we rely on it and 
stay abreast of any last-minute 
changes to adjust accordingly." 

Likewise for McBrayer. "I'm 
not sure that anyone can put 
much stock in long-range fore-
casts," he says. "I will hope for 
the best and prepare for the 
worst." GCI 

Rob Thomas is a Cleveland-
based writer and frequent GCI 
contributor. 

"Our guys have been extremely proactive with their 
cultural practices and focused on basic plant health 
throughout the summer. With record rainfalls over the 
spring and mid-summer, they've worked hard to keep the 
canopy open to encourage the necessary gas exchange 
needed to survive such saturated conditions." 

- Mike Stevens, Billy Casper Golf 

Many supers will be on the lookout 
for outbreaks of leaf spot, fusarium 
and spring dead spot (pictured) 
this winter. 


