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Raptor Bay GC features unique and innovative wildlife
conservation initiatives. By John Torsiello

CI Communities and the Hyatt Resorts, developers of Raptor Bay Golf Course in
Bonita Springs, Fla., worked hand-in-hand with environmental groups and agencies
to create sustainable natural areas for flora and fauna to share the land with golfers.

Raptor Bay GC stands as a shining example of such a partnership. The course, the first resort
golf course in the world to receive the designation as a Certified
Audubon International Gold Signature Sanctuary, has created a
natural environment that thrives unabated despite the construc-
tion of a championship golf course. Great care was taken to pre-
serve the habitat of the property’s flora and fauna through such
measures as an innovative water management plan, the building ¥
of bridges from hole to hole that were elevated on pilings at a control
elevation over normal rainy season high water marks, and environmentally  sensitive
best practice turf management, such as the use of slow release fertilizers, no application of
solid fertilizers within 25 feet of any water control feature, use of native grasses and aquatic
plants to screen storm water control features, and the adoption of an integrated pest manage-
ment program.

More than 150 acres of land is preserved within the boundaries of Raptor Bay Golf Club. The
skies are alive with life, as a series of nest cylinders and purple martin houses were established
on the property, while other nest cylinders attract a wide variety of other birds to the site. An
indication of the success of the club’s ongoing efforts at wildlife preservation, protection and
promotion is the fact that after the nesting work was done, 22 species of birds that were not
present in a December, 2001 study were on the property a year later.

One unique wildlife conservation feature at Raptor Bay is the presence of an active eagle’s
nest. The club enforces a protection plan that defines primary and secondary protection zones
based on radial distance from the nest site. Outreach efforts to the surrounding community
include the establishment of a mile-long walking trail through a portion of the property, re-

Raptor Bay has created an environment that thrives unabated despite the construction of a
championship golf course. Over 150 acres of land is preserved within the club’s boundaries.
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plete with signage and verbiage that points out
features of interest.

The club has also partnered with the Conser-
vancy of Southwest Florida in assessing aquatic
fauna community composition al()ng the water
features of the golf course, with funding for
the study provided to the Conservancy via a
matching grant from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation’s Wildlife Links Program.

“Raptor Bay’s success
can be contributed to
the design and focus
on sustainable resource
management. If we
were to build this course
a%ain we would not
change a thing”
— Jason Brod,
Raptor Bay Golf Course

The purpose of the study is to investigate the
community characteristics of water dependent
animals, such as aquatic insects, fish and frogs
in the ponds and wetlands of the golf course,
with an eye on determining how differences in
physical characteristics may or may not influ-
ence the habitat value of various ponds.

The public and hotel guests are thrilled by the
efforts Raptor Bay has taken in regards to habitat
preservation, says Superintendent Jason Brod.

“The natural layout and abundance of wild-
life are two of the most surveyed answers we
get from our resort guests,” Brod says. “Raptor
Bay’s success can be contributed to the design
and focus on sustainable resource management.
If we were to build this course again we would
not change a thing.”

Raptor Bay’s success, he says, has led to an
increase in similar efforts at courses in the area.

“The fact that there are now many Certified
Gold Signature golf courses in Southwest Flori-
dais a testament to the benefits of this program.”

Speaking to water conservation, always a
crucial issue for southeastern U.S. courses,
Raptor Bay has a remarkably low total, only 60
acres of irrigated turfgrass, compared to a typical
golf course that has over 100, Brod says. “This
reduction in acreage has had a huge impact on
the amount of water required to maintain the
golf course,” he says. GCl

John Torsiello is a freelance writer based in Tor-

rington, Conn., and a frequent GCI contributor.
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Wethands are found afl over the Farth:
they are the trunsition ccosywems
berween land sad water. You sre
wraveling chimogh s particular kind of
wetland called « Swesmmp. Swamps are
wetlands dominated by tree and shrub
vepetation mated n wee mineral soil
The other kind of werland you will see
o1 Rapuse Bay Golf Cluby in called &
Mani: Mroshes differ from swampe
only in that the primary vegetation
canints of herbn and grases.

How du Wethends beoefit Humans?

* “Clean” dhe waler
* Decompose organic matcriale
* Remave dimobved nucrniean
* Resmove sapendend salids
* Reeve heavy mesals
© Incrvase oxygen swpply

for agquatic animals

* “Cloar” the air
* Remowe carhun diovide from

atmusphere (raduce phibal wartning)

* Stare water

* Protece from floods
* Reducr ervmion

* Prvide food™

**All huasaa nergy otiginases from the Sun. Plants ser the ONLY otgasism
dhut cam caavert che Sun' “rays” into foou wsable by humans snd ather animak

Top left: Signage on the course. Top right from top to bottom: A bald eagle at the nest,
baby eagles in the nest, and an egret. Bottom: a view of the course, showing the natural
layout and abundance of wildlife found at Raptor Bay.



