
By Katie Tuttle 

Two birds, 
one stone 

Instead of spending 
thousands on both 
removing dead brush 
and purchasing pine straw, 
The Club at Mediterra 
combines the two? 

Jmagine walking out to play a round of 
golf. You take your first swing...and 
your ball lands in the pine straw mulch. 

As you walk through it and try not to slip, 
you wonder to yourself why anyone would 
landscape with something that could be such 
a hazard to golfers. 

The Club at Mediterra in Naples, Fla. has 
the solution. Frank Heery, the director of 
agronomy, has helped implement a program 
at the club that eliminates the need for pine 
straw mulch on the course. The best part? 
The program also has a large, positive envi-
ronmental impact. 

Pine straw is expensive, especially since it 
only has a six month residual. With Mediterra 
being about 40 acres, Heery guesses they were 
putting down upwards of $200,000 a year. 

"[I said] there's got to be a way to cut this 
cost," Heery says. 

Mediterra is located near a housing com-
munity that is associated with 1,800 acres of 
wild growth. Because of this, a lot of pruning 
is required to keep the area maintained. The 
material from that (about 10 yards worth) was 
then hauled off-site. 

One day, a man by the name of Robert 
Oleski stopped by the course. He had just 
started a new company, called Green Club 
Recycling. According to their website, the 
company "offers on-site horticulture shred-
ding which may be used for landscape mulch 
or compost material." Oleski showed Heery a 
sample of the shredded product. 

"It looks identical to pine straw," Heery 
says. "It would be safer for the golfer, and from 
a shot standpoint it works out better because 
it holds the ball up a little bit better." 

USDA 
CERTIFIED 
BIOBASED 
PRODUCT 
PRODUCT 93% 

cytogrp^- A Q U Â - 3 

Seaweed derived • EPA Registered 
www. cytogro. com 

Digests sludge • Clarifies • Denitrifies 
www.aquatproducts. com 

Environmentally responsible solutions for 
water conservation, plant nutrition, dust 

control and biological pond maintenance. 

6 
Hydretain' 
Root lone Moisture Manager 
Fight Drought • Conserve Water 

www. hydretain. com 

BIOPRO 
TECHNOLOGIES, LLC 

Advanced Liquid Plant Nutrients 
NPKs • Trace Nutrients • Advanced Blends 
www. bioprotechnologiesllc. com 

http://www.aquatproducts


THE SUSTAINABILITY ISSUE: 

COURSE 

It's also less expensive. Medi-
terra has eliminated the cost of 
purchasing pine straw, and the 
previous cost of hauling the un-
used material off-site is roughly 
the same as the current cost to 
shred it. "We're saving $100,000 
a year," Heery says. 

Mediterra has taken it a step 
further, now doing the same with 
a soil shredder. Any material that 

is grass based and has soil, such as 
material from the beds, sodwork 
and grass clipping, are put into 
a bin and then shredded down 
to become composted soil. This 
summer they will use a manure 
spreader to topdress the rough. 

"It should save us some fertil-
izer applications," Heery says. 
"We're fortifying the soil with 
composted material." 

The shredded material is stored in a 30-yard bin. 

One problem Mediterra has 
run into so far is keeping the 
shredded material stockpiled. 
The material is kept in a 30-yard 
bin and Heery calls the 
company when the 
bin is full. Depend-
ing on thickness, the 
shredded material can 
cover half to a full acre. 
Heery is hopeful that there 
will be a way to convince the 
community association landscap-
e s to dump their material in the 
course's bin as well. 

"You would be making a tre-
mendous environmental im-
pact because you'd be saving 
everything that comes off of 
the grounds and recycling it," 
he says. 

Another problem is that cur-
rently, the course still needs to 
spray herbicides. Heery says they 

Any material that is grass 
based and has soil with 
it is shredded down to 
become composted soil. 

have a couple of ideas of how to 
fix that, but for now they still 
send guys around with sprayers. 

"The next phase is to say, 'Al-
right, how do you get even more 
environmental and not have to 
get out and spray weeds," Heery 
says. GCI 
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