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UNIQUE FAIRWAY ROLLER

att Shaffer, the director of golf course operations at the

Merion Golf Club in Ardmore, Pa., site of the 2013 US
Open Championship, has always been an innovator of golf
course maintenance equipment who likes to “think out of the
box.” Shaffer had a vision to produce a wide fairway roller —
similar to a green’s roller — to remove the early morning dew off
of the fairways, reduce the leaf wetness to reduce foliar diseases,
breakdown organic matter, and raise the mowing height to use
less water and still have great playing surfaces. Shaffer had a

dinner meeting with Sal Rizzo, president, of Salsco Inc., and
the rest is history. The Salsco Tranz-Former Fairway/
Greens Roller’s went from research and development
to production in eight months, with three to four
months spent on the steering alone so that it will not
tear the grass, because Salsco is a small manufacturer
that can move quickly on R&D. The Tranz-Former
has the same design concepts as a greens roller that
follows the contours and smooths the surfaces. The
rolling width is 10 feet, the transport width is 5 feet,
3 inches that fits easily over bridges, cart paths and
through gates with a transport speed of 11 mph. The
MSRP is $35,000.
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