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Cook disputes activist's pesticide science

Continued from page 7

State University to put golf course pesticide
use in the proper perspective.

It is difficult to respond to this kind of
sweeping condemnation of golf course pesti-
cide use. By combining a hodgepodge of mis-
cellaneous claims with no apparent context,
theauthorhas created ascaryimage ofimpend-
ing doom. All I can do is ask some questions.

1. How cananyone fairly evaluate the relative
intensity of pesticide use without factual infor-
mation?

The amount of pesticide applied per treated
acre is an argument that has been used for
many years. This argument exaggerates and
skews the actual use of pesticides in my opin-
ion. For example, ifa 150-acre planting of corn
received a pre plant herbicide application at
one pound of active ingredient (ai) per acre
followed by two later applications of insecti-
cide for corn earworm each at one pound of ai
per acre, what would the statistics show? They
would show a total of three pounds of ai per
treated acre. They would also show a total of
450 pounds of ai applied to the corn crop.

If you had a 150-acre golf course with two

acres of putting greens and those greens re-

ceived six fungicide treatments at one pound
ofai peracre plus two in

secticide applications
< RN

at one pound of ai per acre, what would the
statistics show? Total pesticide ai per treated
acre would be eight pounds. Total pesticides
applied per 150-acre golf course would be 16
pounds of ai. Which site used the most pesti-
cide? Per treated acre, the golf course did. Per
site, the farm used 450 pounds vs. 16 pounds
for the golf course. If 1 want to defend golf
courses, | talk about total pesticide use for the
entire area. If | want to disparage golf courses
I talk about pesticide use per treated acre.

In reality, pesticide use varies dramatically
from one golf course to another. Unless New

York has official mandated reporting guide-

lines, there is no way the attorney general
could accurately calculate the actual pesti-
cide use on Long Island golf courses. He
would have to invent his numbers by mak-
ing numerous assumptions that may or
may not be correct.

2. What conclusions can you draw
from the GCSAA survey regarding health
of golf course superintendents?

Are we 1o assume that the apparent in-
crease in cancer is due to exposure 1o pesti-
cides? Perhaps it is the natural consequence
of people working in high-stress jobs who
have poor general health habits including
poor diet, smoking, alcohol consumption,
sleep deprivation, etc. Add to that the emo-
tional strain of trying to produce perfect

playing conditions under all manner of

weather-related stresses and it is probably
surprising that superintendents don’t have
even more health problems. At many if not
most golf courses, the superintendent isn't
even directly involved in pesticide applica-
tion and has probably no more exposure to
pesticides than the general golfing public. 1
feel it isa giant leap to equate superintendent
health issues with pesticide use.ll
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VARIABLE SPEED AUTOMATIC DIESEL PUMPING STATION

TS now manufactures a
fully automated diesel
pump sfation designed
exclusively for golf course
irrigation. When three-
phase power is unavail-
able or impractical, the
TS pump becomes an at-
fractive alternative. Avail-
able in diesel or natural
gas configuration with
flows up to 800 gpm.

IRRIGATION TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC.
518 Wallace Road, Wexford, PA 15090
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*Nontoxic and Proven Effective
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FOG FORCE and MIGRATE Bird Repellents

*Pleasant Odor, Yet Highly Irritating to Birds
*Birds Develop Aversion to Area and Don't Return
*Available As Fogging Agent or Spray

For complete details, call 1-800-232-5907 or visit
www.beckerunderwood.com
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Sign up for Golf Course News’
FREE weekly Newswire. We'll
keep you up-to-date on breaking
news and stories — delivered to
your desktop every week!

Sign up today! www.golfcoursenews.cbm
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HARCO DUCTILE IRON
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Sizes 2” through 18”, all configurations including
“knock-on” repair couplings. High strength, high
corrosion resistance.
HARCO Fittings
P.O. Box 10335
Lynchburg, Virginia 24506
434-845-7094 Fax 434-845-8562
www.harcofittings.com
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