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MACCURRACH RENOVATING
NEW ORLEANS CC

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —
MacCurrach Golf Construction
Inc. began its renovation of the
New Orleans Country Club in
January. The project, which
should wrap up by mid-sum-
mer, is in conjunction with ar-
chitect Bobby Weed, who rec-
ommended a complete redo.
The course will be re-grassed
with an updated infrastructure
to include drainage, irrigation,
car paths, tees, greens and bun-
kers. The project also includes
the removal of several large trees
toexpose and preserve the larger
heritage live oaks that line the
course. Sand from a horse track
that existed prior to the course’s
construction in the early 1900s
is being used to cap some of the
muck soils on the site.

JACOBSON GEARS UP
FOR BUSY YEAR

LIBERTYVILLE, 1ll. — Golf
course architect Rick Jacobson
has signed on for a number of
projects in 2003, including two
design projects with Jack
Nicklaus — the Americana
Bayside Resortin Sussex County,
Del.,and South Market Golf Club
in Prince William County, Va.
In addition, Jacobson has
groundbreakings in Wisconsin
and Virginia, openings in Illi-
nois and New York, and several

renovation projects.

TURNER CONSTRUCTION TO
RENOVATE TWO

GAITHERSBURG, Md. —
T. A. Turner Construction Ser-
vices Inc. hasbeenawarded con-
struction contracts in Virginia
and Bradenton. The company
will perform renovation work
along with Palmer Design Com-
pany on the Palmer Signature
Course at Keswick Club in
Keswick, Va. Turner will also
take on an extensive renova-
tion of the Gene Bates-designed
El Conquistador Country Club
in Bradenton, Fla. At Keswick,
the renovation will add 400
yards to the course, while the El
Conquistador renovation in-
volves installing a new irriga-
tion system and expanding the
course’s irrigation ponds.
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By DEREK RICH

In the last year, the debate over
technology in golf has intensi-
fied, with the American Society
of Golf Course Architects calling
for more regulation of golf equip-
ment in order to keep golf course
length, and by extension costs,
from spiraling out of control.

Pete Dye hasseenalot of changes
in his more than 40 years designing
courses, including technology.
Never one to temper his opinions,
during a panel discussion at the
Golf Course Superintendents As-
sociation of America conference in
Atlanta, Dye appealed to the USGA
and other organizations to take a
more heavy-handed approach to
regulating technologies.

“[The industry] needs to get
together and try to stop the golf
ball for the great players,” Dye
said. “This hitting a golf ball 400
yardsisridiculous. You can’'t make

cGnest :
Augusta
uncrowned

By RONALD W. FREAM

The history of Augusta Na-
tional has always been
recorded, Masters by Mas-
ters, since 1934, asifasacred
ritual, the continuation
of a serious tradition.
The mystique has been mas-
saged
and en-
hanced
year af-
ter year
X T
coverage
pro -
jected the world's great play-
ers — taking their turns as
champion — putting on the
green jacket, after a usually
breathtaking final round be-
fore a huge gallery.

Augusta National Golf
Club has long considered
the Masters as an “inherit-
ance to posterity.” The ori-
gins of the course, inspired
by Robert Tyre Jones Jr.

o

-
Ronald W. Fream

Continued on next page

jorityofthe golf-

golf courses
8,000 vyards

long, with the
environment
and the costs—
it's crazy.”

Dye said one
solution would
be having two
sets of rules —
one for profes-
sional golfers
and another for
theaverage goll-
ers who make
up the vast ma-

ing population.
“The
going farther for

ball's

the good player,
but theyre not
going any farther for Mabel Smith,

who tees off on Tuesday morning
and hits the ball 135 yards. Not one

Dye takes technology, developers to task

Never one to mince words, architect Pete Dye (second from right) covered a range of topics during a panel
discussion at the GCSAA show in Atlanta

ball today goes one inch farther than
the ball they made 50 years ago,” he
said. “So Martha Burk ought to be

di pcus: Design and Construction

yelling at the golf ball manufactur-
ers that theyre discriminating
Continued on page 12

eathering the construction slowdown

By DEREK RICI

With golf course construction
declining, some builders are find-
ing it hard to get enough work to
keep their staffs busy, but in the
case of at least two builders, 2003 is
shaping up to be busier than 2002.

Lithia, Fla.-based Quality Grass-
ing & Services Inc., winner of the
2002 GolfCourse News Large Builder
of the Year Award (GCN, March
2003), expects to complete more
than the seven projectsit finished in
2002, said company president J.
Howard Barnes.

“We've got a lot going on this
year, more than last year,” Barnes

said. “We've got three major reno-
vations we're starting, and we've
got some new stuff going on that
we'll finish with no problem.”
Fidel Garcia, president of
Ryangolf Inc., located in Deerfield
Beach, Fla., said while the slow-

down will have an effect on a lot of

builders, his company will be busier

than last year, mainly because of

the quality of clients it works with.

“Going forward, we are fortu-
nate to have a clientele that's im-
mune to the economy, to be honest
with you,” he said. “I knew there
would be a certain number of
projects that they would be start-

Sunday River, Harris Golf close

By DEREK RICH

NEWRY, Maine— As expected,
Sunday River Ski Resort and Har-
ris Golf finalized their purchase
and sales agreement last month,
paving the way for construction
on the planned 18-hole Robert
Trent Jones Jr. course to begin.

At press time, closing on the
deal was expected to take place
in early May.

The only thing standing in the
way now is the weather, which
continued to be unseasonably

cold well into March. However,
that shouldn’t delay the course,
as construction is slated to begin
this summer with asummer 2004
opening date planned.

Harris Golf currently ownsand
operates two golf courses, Bath
Country Club and Boothbay
Country Club, as well as Harris
Golf Shop in South Portland. The
group includes brothers Jeff and
Jason Harris, as well as their fa-
ther, Dick Harris, a Maine golf
icon who was principal in the

ing and I would have my fair share
of those. So 1 didn’t worry and it
has come through.”

While most of the yearisbooked
already, Garcia said Ryangolf will
probably take on a couple more
projects this summer.

Barnes said established rela-
tionships with owners, architects
and developers, as in any busi-
ness, are the X-factor that often
figures into the hiring decision
for a builder.

“It's good to have those rela-
tionships, and I don't begrudge
anybody who can get them,” he

Continued on next page

land, sales deal

development of Falmouth Coun-
try Club nearly 20 years ago.

Jeff Harris said the company is
looking forward to building the
course because of both the de-
signer and the scenic location.

“The opportunity to build a
Robert Trent Jones Jr. course at
Sunday River is one that we
couldn’t pass up,” he said.

T'he course will become the sec-
ond Jones course in Maine, giv-
ing the state a distinction among

Continued on page 12
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Augusta uncrowned

Continued from previous page

and co-designed by Dr. Alistair MacKenzie
were, as Horton Smith said, “a cause of
character, individuality and personality.”
Over the years, modest changes were in-
serted into the original design. In recent
years, cosmetic changes became common
but remained modest. The most signifi-
cant changes evolved as the standards of
maintenance improved. The growth of
turfgrass maintenance, agronomic knowl-
edge and equipment sophistication led to
the recent years’ “immaculate perfection”
standards — not a blade of grass unkempt.

Of the four recognized major golf tour-
naments of the year, only the Masters is
played year after year at the same venue.
['his continuity of site helped enhance the
legend of famous players, famous holes,
famous shots and famous victories. Past
shots and past scores could fairly be com-
pared and certainly were. These past glo-
ries are obsolete now.

Throughout the years, the basic playing
character was more or less true to the
original design and the founders’ original
intent. The continuum was in place. Now,
in an effort to counter or defend against
recent technological advances by club and
ball manufacturers, as well as the unique
ability of Tiger Woods, Augusta is under-
going a vigorous redesign that has dra-
matically changed many of the holes.
Where now are the continuum, the tradi-
tion and the playing link to the course
Jones and MacKenzie produced? In fact, if
Jones or MacKenzie were alive today, they
would not recognize the Augusta National
0f2003. Whatever great shots, superb light-
ning-fast putts or grand Sunday afternoon
final nine charges that were the stuff of
legends and so faithfully documented will
not now be a continuum and link to past
performances. The new course may well
look like another Tom Fazio course, one of
many, but not one of one. Lengthening
and moving tees, bunkers and approach
shots bring new golf not directly compa-
rable with Masters tournaments of 2001 or
before. Growing a “second cut” or semi-
rough to hinder slightly wayward tee shots
removes the long and proud distinction of
not having rough at the Masters. Adding
instant trees surely has altered how some
of the holes were previously played. It is
different now.

Will Augusta National still be automati-
cally ranked as one of America’s truly great
courses or is it now actually one of several
long, demanding courses set into surround-
ing woodlands? Augustawasneveracourse
of unique natural setting or spectacular
and memorable vistas. The pine forest
actually became more claustrophobic as
trees grew tallerand wider and were joined
by new additions of trees. The glory was in
the link to a historic source of original
design and a masterful management of the
early legends.

While the “splendor, splendor, splendor
everywhere” will return, it will surely be
difficult now to claim the legacy or compare

upon its illustrious heritage? Perhaps not.
Perhaps now Augusta National will be an-
other rolling, long, pine tree-lined course
with nice spring flowers that merely hosts a
prominent tournament and still provides
enviable immaculate perfection in turfgrass
management. While modern technological
advances are helping the individual golfer’s
length of play, technology is doing nothing
for the memories and traditions of golf,
which are too few as it is.ll

Ronald W. Fream is the founder of Santa Rosa,

alif.-based Golfplan, which he founded in 1972

Construction slowdown

Continued from previous page

said. “You always like to have that unfair
advantage. People get aggravated about it,
but that's just business and that's the way
these things get done sometimes. You just
have to accept it and move on.”

With course openings declining in 2002
(GCN,March 2003), the picture looks to get
worse before it improves. Financing is often
tough to come by, so builders have to get
creative and competitive with their bidding.

“Financing has been difficult for ou

clients,” said Quality Grassing general
manager Robert Price. “As a result, there
has been an increase in joint ventures and
partnerships for private investment.”

Tocombatrisinginsurance premiums, Qual
ity Grassing has also had to get creative, relying
on some of those business relationships and
staying on top of the situation, Price said.

“Insurance rates continue to rise while
our bonding costs have stayed the same, so
we have established close relationships with
our insurance and bonding agents,” he said.
“We continue to compare their performance
and rates with competitiors.” l
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2003, it is a new course, a new tournament
and a new record to establish. Will Augusta

National again warrant its lofty stature based
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Black Hills find green

Continued from page 1

Club scheduled to open this year in Agar.
“Sutton Bay is justa beautiful golf course,”
Farris said. “It sits on what used to be a
30,000-acre ranch, so they won’t have any
development anywhere around them.”
The development of quality golf courses
in South Dakota may lead to a greater

influx of tourists, Farris said, but there is
no formal plan underway to draw them.
He said he hopes golf will complement
two of the state’s already strong tourist
attractions: Mount Rushmore and pheas-
ant hunting.

“I was always surprised that golf was not
as promoted. Granted, people don’t look
at South Dakotaand think, ‘Whata weather
Mecca,” Farris said. “We have a tremen-

 Sunday River course

Continued from page 10

its neighboring New England states.
Jones designed the course at Sugarloalf/
USA, which is also owned by Sunday
River’s parent company, American Ski-
ing Co. In a statement, Jones expressed
his pleasure that the course would go
forward.

“I am so pleased to hear that the
Sunday River golf course is going to be
completed. In the initial design phase
we were delighted to find that the
terrain was terrific and well-suited for
golf with a lot of similarities between

Course,” Jones said. “I know this will
be a great golf course with fairways
that are a little wider, more forgiving
and player-friendly. We think it's a
great venue and look forward to the
first round.”

Harris Golf will oversee construction
at the course, while Ty Butler in Jones’
Charlotte, N.C., office will make occa-
sional visits to the course during the
development.

Golf Course News will continue to
follow this project as it progresses in
our backyard. Look for updates on the
construction in future issues. |

the land and nearby Sugarloaf Golf
|
|
\
1
|

dous amount of pheasant hunting that
takes place here. People fly in from all over
just to come pheasant hunting here, so
Sutton Bay will have a hand in that.
“There’s also three million people who
come out here to visit Mount Rushmore
every year,” he added. “Red Rock is about
15 minutes away. | just don’t think people

have really marketed it.”

While the private Sutton Bay will offer
hunting, fishing and a sporting clay course
based out of its lodge accommodations,
Red Rock will offer $27 green fees, which
Farris described as a steal.

“There’s something for everybody here,”
he said.

Dye blasts changes in design, technology ﬁ

Continued from page 10

against all those women who play the golf
courses every Tuesday morning.”

Dye also said many golf course developers
start off on the wrong foot when building
golf courses. According to Dye, too many
ownersand developers try to cut costs by not
hiring a superintendent until after construc-
tion and sometimes grow-in are complete.
Dye said ideally, a superintendent should be
on-site long before groundbreaking.

“Hell, they should be there before 1 get
there,” hesaid. “Thedeveloperswhostart these
things, they don’t have any knowledge about
what they're doing. Theyalways think they can
save $3.75 by letting the contractor runaround
out there, screwing up the goll course. Then
they wait until after we're gone and bring the
poor guy in there blind and he’s trying to fix all
the mistakes. You can sympathize with thema
little bit because they don’t know.”

However, Dye said he wouldn’t refuse a
job simply because the developer hadn’t
yet hired a superintendent.

“I go in and say, ‘Look, you should have a
goll course superintendent,’ but the owners
are putting up the money, so you've got to go
along with it because you want to live, you
don‘twanttostarve,” hesaid. “I try to get them
to hire a superintendent on the job. I believe
the superintendent doesn’t come there just to
watch, he comes there work, and he puts his
crew together right there in the beginning
because they're going to have to take it over.”

Ifa contractor won't hire a superintendent
during construction, Dye said he hopes they
will do so before grow-in at the very least.

“I can’t ever understand why they want a
golfcourse contractor to growinagolf course.
That’s about the damnedest thing I've ever
listened to,” he said. “I think the superinten-
dent should take charge and grow in every
goll course. It’s crazy to have a guy running a
bulldozer one dayand the next day cutting the
greens. But it happens all the time.”

One area where Dye differs from many
architects is in contracts. He said while he
realizes he should have one for every job,
he never signs one.

“I should have a contract when I design a
golf course for people, but I've always found
that no matter whether I have a contract, the
owner has a hell of a lot more money and a
lot more lawyers than I do. So I don’t have a
contract,” Dye said. “He can fire me anytime
he wants to, and a lot of them have.”

When it comes to bunker placement in his
designs, Dye said his philosophy has changed
over the years, mainly because he has de-
signed so many TPC and other tournament
courses. Today’s players, he said, have more
or less perfected their bunker play.

“I used to put all my bunkers real tight
to the greens, but they can get in there and
pop it up, no problem,” he said. “So now
I'm trying to make the bunkers where the
ball will kick farther away and make a
longer bunker shot to the green.” B
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Large Builder of the Year

Cdngratulates Iits

2002 Builders of the Year

Howard Barnes

Quality Grassing & Services, Inc.
Lithia, Florida ® Howard Barnes, President
2002 Projects Completed

¢ Adios Golf Club, Coconut Creek, FL

¢ Admirals Cove Golf Club, Jupiter, FL

* Coosa Bend Golf Course, Gadsden, AL
* Costa Caribe Resort and Country Club,

Ponce, Puerto Rico

¢ Delray Dunes Golf and Country Club,
Boynton Beach, FL

¢ Harmony Golf Course, St. Cloud, FL

e Old Hickory Golf Club, Woodbridge, VA

Small Builder of the Year

Glase Golf, Inc.
Bonita Springs, Florida ¢ Jim Glase, President

2002 Projects Completed

* Bay Colony Golf Club, Naples, FL

* Quail Creek Country Club, Naples, FL
¢ Tiburon Golf Club, Naples, FL

Jim Glase
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