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Bob Prickett 

"the poster child for failed local enter-
prise." Built for $6.6 million in the 
early 1990s, the course suffered from 
overspending - the clubhouse cost $ 1 
million and one bridge was $300,000 
-until the course was foreclosed upon 
in 1995. It has since been purchased 
by Wilson Golf Group of White Bear 
Lake, Minn., for $2.3 million. 

But for every North Links, there is 
aBlackGold Golf Club (Yorba Linda, 
Calif.) or Pennsauken Country Club 
in Pennsauken, N.J. Both of these 

clubs have 
been able to 
turn a profit 
and keep lo-

^
" l l i H F l ^ l cal criticism 

to a mini-
mum. 

B l a c k 
Gold, which 
opened in 

November 2001, faced some vocal 
opposition during construction. A 
group of residents resented the 
city's spending nearly $24 million 
on the course, which was a valid 
concern, according to Eric Lohman, 
Black Gold's director of golf. 

"There were a few people who 
spoke out openly at city council 
meetings, and if anybody knows 
anything about city politics, that's 
usually the case," Lohman said. "In 
this instance, they had a valid point, 
but the city had already spent an 
awful lot of money on something 
that may have seemed a bit risky." 

Since opening, however, Black 
Gold has exceeded expectations, 
Lohman said. 

"We had budgeted for 52,000 to 
53,000 rounds in our first year, and 
we're going to end up doing about 
60,000," Lohman said. "I think that's 
really silenced everybody. We haven't 
heard any complaints in the last seven 
months, let's put it that way." 

Lohman, who has worked for 
OB Sports and American Golf Corp. 
in his career, said working for a 
municipal course is different from 
any other experience he's had. 

"When you deal with city politics, 
all major expenditures have to be 
approved by the city council," he 
said. "There were times when people 
wanted to see us not succeed, but 
here, from the first month on, we 
were able to give money back to the 
general fund and pay down our debt." 

Bob Prickett, general manager and 
superintendent at Pennsauken CC, 
has had a similarly pleasant experi-
ence. The township of Pennsauken 
paid $1.2 million for the course, 
which used to be known as Iron 
Rock, back in 1981. Today the 
course, which gets about 55,000 
rounds a year, is worth $ 10 million. 

"From day one, it has been in the 
black and it has made the township 
extremely happy," he said. "There 
are no tax dollars involved and 
there never have been." 

The course has made several capi-
tal expenditures over the years, build-

ing a new clubhouse, a tunnel under 
a major highway that bisects the golf 
course and several new tees and 
greens. Course upgrades will wrap 
up with the installation of a new 
irrigation system and the renovation 
of other old greens and tees. Im-
provement projects cost the course 
an average of $250,000 a year. 

Prickett said the facility, which 

takes in nearly $2 million a year, 
pays for all of the improvements 
with course revenues. The course 
currently pays the city $50,000 a 
year in lieu of taxes. 

"Once the major capital projects 
are completed and we pay back the 
bonds, the township will see about 
$500,000 a year from our revenues," 
Prickett said. "With the bonding and 
the capital outlay, the place has been 
running like a charm since 1981." • 

Evans begins work on Hurdzan-Fry course 
ORLANDO, Fla. — Evans Golf 

has been selected to build the Dr. 
Michael Hurdzan-Dana Fry-de-
signed Georgian Bay Club near 
Collingswood, Ontario. 

Evans began work last month 
on the par-71, 7,223-yard course 
near the Town of the Blue Moun-
tains, which lies just north of 
Toronto. 

The high-end private course 
owned by a consortium of develop-
ers is scheduled to open in fall 2003. 

Featuring a mix of rolling coun-
tryside and thick bush, the prop-
erty sits high above Georgian Bay. 
Three streams and deep ravines 
run through the property, which 
lies at the foot of the Niagara Es-
carpment. 
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