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Comm'l Bancorp
fortifies its golf
lending practice

By DEREK RICE

DUBLIN, Ohio — Around the
first of the year, Commercial
Bancorp, which specializes in golf
course lending and financing, plans
to bring some clout to its already
respected prac-
tice, according
to CEO Steve
Mooney.

With the hir-
ing of several
people with
many years of
experience, the company plans to
further establish its existing pro-
cess for helping potential buyers
know what to plan for when seek-
ing funding for golf projects.

“We've gotten with some people
who are at the highest level they
can be as [ar as putting a process
together and who have been very
successful with Fortune 10-type
companies,” Mooney said. He de-
clined toidentify who those people
might be or what companies they
may come from.

The company has spent the last
year fine-tuning the education pro-
cess they go through with potential
borrowers, said Commercial
Bancorp’s Jerry Cummings.

Continued on page 16

By ANDREW OVERBECK
SCOTTSDALE,

nnlng)

Ariz. — Tech-

entrepreneur Larry
Robinson has rolled out an afford-
able and highly portable Global
Positioning System (GPS)-based
facilities management system (o
help superintendents become more
efficient.

Robinson’s company, LandLogic,
gives superintendents the power to
create a GPS map of their own
courses that can easily be updated
through a pocket PC. The com-
pany sends GPS mapping equip-
ment to a course for 10 days, the
superintendent and his staff map
the course and then send the equip-
ment back to LandLogic. The com-

pany creates the maps, loads them

onto a desktop computer and a

LandLogic puts GPS ma

is: Wetland Management

Wetland issues delay Shelter Harbor project

Editorial Focus:
Irrigation & Pump Stations...8

Course to break ground after long permitting process, many ‘significant’ routing changes

An artist’s rendition of the wetlands-challenged Shelter Harbor Golf Club

By DEREK RICIH

NEWPORT, R.I. — Nearly three
years after the permit process com-
menced, Shelter Harbor Golf Club
is set to break ground this month.
Permitting in Rhode Island is usu-
ally difficult, said architect Michael
Hurdzan, who designed the course.

“We've worked in 30 or 40 states
atthis point, and I would say Rhode
Island is the most difficult state to
get permits in,” Hurdzan said.
“They have a very small parcel of
ground that they fiercely protect.”

The major cause for the delays

pocket PC and sends the package
back to the course. The whole pro-
cess takes around three weeks and
costs $7.,000

“We
dents don’t have accurate course

realized that superinten-

maps because they are prohibitively

pping in supers’ hands

centered around the property’s
hundreds of acres of wetlands,
Hurdzan said.

“We went through the normal
identification, avoidance and all
that, but they would continually
find more wetlands,” Hurdzan said.
“Each time we did a wetland sur-
vey, they would find more, so there
was never a definitive wetland sur-
vey until someone finally said,
‘Stop, we have to have a map that
we work with.’

“This was the most complicated
and litigious permit process that

expensive,” said
“You

bring a GPS mapping

Robinson. can
firm out and easily
spend $20,000 and still
have to escort a tech-
nician who is unfamil-
iar with golf courses
around the facility. We
decided to build a map-
ping technology that

was simple enough for

Superintendent Kevin Hicks at Hillcrest CC in Boise, Idaho
said LandLogic lets him spend more time in the field

courses to do it them-
selves and cut out the
cost of the middle man.”

The software is highly
customizable, allowing users the
ability to enter in exact informa-
tionabout each course feature. “You
tell it exactly what kind of

Continued on page 19

can

we have been through. It was a
large tract of land, it was in two
towns and it had a lot of different

issues,” he added.
Another wetlands related issue
Continued on page 14

IGM expands
westward

By ANDREW OVERBECK

CHAMPIONSGATE, Fla.
— International Golf Main-
tenance (IGM) is expanding
westward with the opening
ofnew business development
offices in Dallas and Phoe-
nix. Itisalso moving its West
Coast headquarters from Los
Angeles to Las Vegas.

The contract maintenance
company currently has four
courses in the region and
plans to add more.

*Qur parent company,
Meadowbrook Goll, is look-
ing to acquire courses out
West,sowe thought itwould
be a good fit to increase our
presence in these year-round
golf markets,” said IGM vice
president Scott Zakany. “We
had a presence out here, but
our people were focusing on
operations and business de-
velopment at the same time.

Continued on page 20
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We welcome inquiries: 909.949.62 10 or www.soltisgolf.com
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e Springs, A
Phone: 562+944#0701 course/ park/ bike
[SSNNNNLLTATAL]  Fax: 562094404025 trail bridges in a
BRIDGE MANUFACTURING CO. www.excelbridge.com variety of materials
B i : to suit your particular

landscape needs.

We fabricate
easy-to-install,
pre-engineered
spans and deliver
them to anywhere
in North America.

800-548-0054

(outside California)

IGM expands

Continued from page 1

Now we will be more focused on new
business.”

Longtime golf industry consultant Dennis
E. Shirley will head up efforts to expand
IGM’s business in Texas and Craig Johnson,
owner of Golf Course Services, will handle
new opportunities in the Southwest.

“Both Shirley and Johnson have lots of

contactsin the business,” Zakany said. “Once
they get us qualified leads, we will get in-
volved. They have the contacts and see the
people that we want to get in front of.”

IGM has also relocated its western regional
operations to Las Vegas from Los Angeles. Brad
Rook will head up the new office located at
IGM’s Silver Stone Golf Club.

“We felt Los Angeles was too far west and
that we were missing opportunities in high-
profile golf markets like Las Vegas and Phoe-
nix,” Zakany explained.

According to Zakany, the changes will
help IGM achieve its goal of growing 15 to 20
percent annually.

“This is a time where you either fall back
where everyone else is, or you move for-
ward,” he said. “We have chosen to grow
instead of downsize.”

Zakany said additional growth will come
from placing new business development of-
fices in the Northeast and Midwest in the
coming months.l

We want to hear

Letters to the editor are an integral part

of GCN, so let your voice be heard. Send

all correspondence to:

Andrew Overbeck, Editor
Golf Course News
106 Lafayette Street
PO Box 997
Yarmouth, ME 04096
Fax #: 207-846-0657

aoverbeck@golfcoursenews.com
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MARK ELIOT DESIGN
LANDSCAPE & GOLF COURSE DESIGN
CLUB LANDSCAPING

Design * New Construction * Renovation

&

GOLF COURSE DESIGN
Master Planning * Renovation * Construction Management
MARK E. SOSNOWITZ, ASLA

MARK ELIOT DESIGN
PO Box 11188, Greenwich, CT 06831
203-972-9131 m Fax: 203-972-9132
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HARCO DUCTILE IRON

FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations
including "knock-on" repair couplings.
High Strength, high corrosion
resistance.

The Harrington Corporation
P.O. Box 10335
Lynchburg, Va 24506 o

k 434-845-7094 Fax 845-8562

EAGLE GOLF & LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS

EAGLE INTERFACE FOR GREEN CONSTRUCTION
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TREVIRA®

>

FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG

) 1-800-21-EAGLE

WWW.EAGLEGOLFANDLANDSCAPE.COM

Watchbog

Weather Stations

i Your Resourse For:
v'Weather Conditions Specific
to Your Course
v Efficient Irrigation Scheduling
v Effective Pest Management
v Optimum Turf Quality
Starting At $795

Spectrum

specmeters.com

| Toll-Free 800-248-8873
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IRRIGATION; * FINISH WORK

 ISM GOLEF

AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE
1800-491-9344 . .

wwwi.irrigationsystem.com :

From an exclusive
Caribbean resort to the
Great Lakes, Quail Valley
cultivates the right sports
turf for your project.

Tee to the Green —
Certified Sportsturf

Featuring: Meyer Z-52 Zoysia, Cavalier Zoysia, EL
Toro Zoysia, Tifton 419 Bermuda (Tifway), Tifdwarf
Quail Valley certified grasses ~ Bermuda, TifSport Bermuda and Midlawn Bermuda.

are available in stolens, pads, Qu a il v a I I ey

big rolls, washed sod, and
GRASSES

washed stolens. We offer
PO Box 56440
Little Rock, AR
72215

sprig planting, hydro-
mulching, hydro-seeding
and sod installation. We
export washed sod and
washed stolens.

Send your advertising
message to over

24,000 subscribers

for a little more than N
a penny each,

Call Anne Washurn for details:
207.846.0600 x230

U.S. 1-800-388-7871 CANADA 1-8004461-3215
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