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involved in the play ability of the hole, so 
how the ball reacts off this surface is criti-
cal. As the USGA green became the stan-
dard method of construction, along came 
firmer green surfaces. With firmer green 
surfaces, golfers have been forced to play 
the ball into the approach area and bounce/ 
roll the ball onto the green surface. 

In recent years, many golf course su-
perintendents have adopted green-style 
management programs on approaches, 
such as: walk mowing, aerifying and 
topdressing. 

This shift of green style programs to 
approaches has pro-
duced excel lent 
turfgrass conditions. 
However, this main-
tenance cannot guar-
antee excellent play-
ability. The biggest 
factors contributing 
to this are the grow-
ing medium, drain-

age, and irrigation. Generally, approach 
areas are constructed with typical topsoil 
medium, minimal if any drainage, and 
irrigation coverage from some other area 
(like fairways). 

NEW CONSTRUCTION METHODS 
The solution to this problem would be 

to consider approaches as the next modi-
fied area. Construction using USGA 
rootzone, independent irrigation set-up, 
and herringbone type drainage could of-
fer extensive benefits. The foremost ben-
efit of this construction would be the 
ability to control the moisture. This would 
solve the main complaint over a present 
softer/wetter area where ball reaction is 
minimal and unpredictable. From a play-
ability standpoint, approaches that have 

'Not only would this offer 
great playability, but it would 

also offer the potential for 
growing very fine turfgrass.' 

— Kevin Ross 

a high sand mix can offer the benefit of a 
firmer surface, unlike soil based ap-
proaches. Firm approach surfaces can 
offer the golfer the option of a bump- and-
run shot with more predictability. Sand 
mix can also be graded much easier, 
thereby producing a very even and 
smooth contour. This smooth surface 
would then be able to offer a superior, 
tight cut. 

While there are many different ways 
to achieve th is , one cons t ruc t ion 
method could be to construct an ap-
proach cavity six inches lower than fi-
nal grade. Within the cavity, drainage 
could be installed dictated by the final 
grade contours using four-inch drain-
pipe and enveloped with peastone. A 
six-inch depth of rootzone and inde-
pendent irrigation would complete the 
approach construction. Not only would 
this offer great playability, but would 
also offer the potential for growing very 
fine turfgrass. Since approaches make 
up an average of two acres on an 18-
hole course, this method would not sig-
nificantly add to construction cos t s . • 
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E MANUFACTURING CO. 

12001 Shoemaker Avenue 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
Phone:562*944*0701 
Fax: 562*944*4025 
www.excetbridge. com 

Specializing in golf 
course/park/bike 
trail bridges in a 
variety of materials 
to suit your particular 
landscape needs. 
We fabricate 
easy-to-install, 
pre-engineered 
spans and deliver 
them to anywhere 
in North America. 

800*548*0054 
(outside California) 
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FINISH WORK & 
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/With Equipment 
Available Nationwide 
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www.irrigationsystem.com 

GET OUR NEW wmmm 
2002 CATALOG 
Engines • Equipment 

Flymo • Parts • Safety 
Reels • Tools • Trailers 

And Much More! 

PRECISION 
1-800-345-1960 

FAX 888-973-8032 
ORDER ONLINE WWW.PRECISIONUSA.COM 
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HARCO DUCTILE IRON 
FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
Sixes 2" through 12", all configurations 
including "knock-on" repair couplings. 
High Strength, high corrosion 
rcsistancc. 
The Harrington Corporation 

P.O. Box 10335 
Lynchburg, Va 24506 

434-845-7094 Fax 845-8562 «• —.—— ——— 

GCSAA BOOTH # 3309 

Concise technical information and project development 

Creative bridge solutions by in-house engineering staff 

Proven ability to meet design, fabrication and delivery time lines 

i CONTINENTAL* 
BRIDGEEEEEE 
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800-328-2047 
Fax: 320-852-7067 
www.continentalbridge.com 

Pedestrian • Overpass • Industrial • Skywalks 
GCSAA BOOTH # 1608 

The Economical, All Natural H20rganic 
eliminates the cause of Algae and Pond Odor 

Call for details: 1 -800-969-5920 

1 s s 3 3 1 
Fax:(440)933-7839 1 1 

DISTR./REPS NEEDED 
IN SOME AREAS 
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BRONZE; 
Tee Signs 

Tee Yardage Markers 
Tee barkers 

Cart Path/ Fairway 
Practice Range 

Directional/ Memorial 

Also Plastic Sprinkler Tags 
phone: 800.932.5223 

fax: 513.759.0721 
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FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
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PGA BOOTH 6530 
GCSAA BOOTH 1781 
For more information or 
a free catalog, contact: 

g g f a i i l i » 
¡Golf Course Supplies jf 

800-274-6815 
800-585-4443 Fax 

Or visit our website at 

www, reliablegolf. com 

©2002 
Reliable Golf Course Supplies 
643 Upper Glen Street 
Queensbury, NY 12804 USA 

M FORE! 
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• golf course irrigati 
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SOLTIS 

We welcome inquiries: 909.949.6210 or www.soltisgolf.com 

GCSAA BOOTH # 2831 

P.O. BOX 559 
TEMECULA, CALIFORNIA 92593 
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STATE LIC. #267960 

a o t j a e i s o ? 

S O I L A N D W A T E R S Y S T E M S 
Lowers Water pH • Controls Soil pH 

Improves Soil Drainage • Controls Algae 
Reduces Sodium in Soil 

Improves Effluent Water For Irrigation use 
Reduces Bicarbonates & Carbonate 

SO2 GENERATORS 

11838 Tammy Way Grass Valley, CA 95949 
(530)271-0915 aquaso2.com 

GCSAA BOOTH # 1058 

• Pedestrian and Vehicular Bridges 
• Gazebos • Shelters 

• Standard and Custom Designs 

Design and Engineering Support Available 

Over Sixty Years of Manufacturing 
Quality Wood Structures 

E n W o o d 
STRUCTURES 
MANUFACTURER OF ENGINEERED WOOD PRODUCTS 

Morris ville, NG • 800.777.8648 
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JANUARY 

8-9 6th Annual Heart of 
America's Golf and Turf 
Conference in Kansas 
City, Mo. Contact: 816-
561-5323. 

8-9 Eastern Pa. Turf Confer-
ence & Trade Show at 
Valley Forge Convention 
Center in King of 
Prussia, Pa. Contact: 
610-378-1327. 

9 33rd Annual Professional 
Turf& Landscape Con-
ference & Trade Show in 
White Plains, N.Y. Con-
tact: 914-946-3005. 

17 Mid-America Horticul-
ture Trade Show in Chi-
cago, III. Contact: 847-
526-2010. 

19-23 National Golf Course 
Owners Association's 
20th Annual Conference 
and Trade Show in Phoe-
nix, Ariz. Contact: 1-800-
933-4262 ext. 207. 

28-30 68th Iowa Turfgrass Con-
ference & Trade Show at 
Polk County Convention 
Complex in Des Moines, 
Iowa. Contact: 1-800-
605-0420. 

29-1 Turfgrass Producers 
International's Midwin-
ter Conference in Or-
lando, Fla. Contact: 847-
705-9898. 

FEBRUARY 

3-10 GCSAA's 73rd Interna-
tional Golf Course Conf-
erence and Show in Or-
lando, Fla. Contact: 1-
800-472-7878. 

3-7 Club Managers Associa-
tion of America's 75th 
Annual World Confer-
ence and 25th Annual 
Exposition in San Anto-
nio, Texas. Contact: 703-
739-9500. 
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