
Etchells takes Golfturf division independent from the Nicklaus Companies 
TEQUESTA, Fla. — Ed Etchells, who 

ran the Golfturf division of the Nicklaus 
Companies, has taken the operation pri-
vate and created his own agronomic con-
sulting and turfgrass maintenance firm, 
Greens Management Co., LLC. 

'This is an exciting opportunity for the 
team I have assembled, and for me, person-
ally," said Etchells, who will serve as CEO 
and president of Greens Management. T m 
grateful for the many years I have been 
associated with Jack Nicklaus and Nicklaus 
Design, but this is an opportunity for me to 
grow something of my own." 

The Golfturf division of Greens Manage-
ment will become the preferred vendor of 

Gary Burchfield is a freelance writer 
living in Lincoln, Neb. 

For more information, contact your Local UHS representative 

www.uhsoniine.com 
® BCMU is a registered trademark of United Horticultural Supply G C S A A BOOTH # 1 3 2 7 

Bay Hill 
Continued from page 9 

to the soil right away. We were able to open 
the first nine holes for play in just three 
weeks," said Anderson 

'The greens are doing very well," he 
continued. 'The ceramic soil amendment 
helps resist compaction and aids in reten-
tion of water and nutrients to keep the 
grass healthier. It seems to help grass re-
spond quicker after stress, such as a wet 
spell or really dry conditions." 

The old sod was shaved off and the top four to five 
inches of soil was dug out. 

Using the Profile product isn't new for 
Bay Hill. They used the soil amendment six 
years ago when the nine-hole Charger 
Course was rebuilt. "It was still kind of a 
new concept, but we wanted something 
that kept the greens looking better," Ander-
son said. "We had used peat before, but 
that was about the extent of our experience 
with soil amendments. We decided to try 
the inorganic material." 

While the sand/peat mix improves water 
and nutrient retention, chemical and physi-
cal changes that develop in the soil over 
time can cause new problems, including a 
build-up of "black layer" that inhibits water 
percolation and soil oxygen levels. Inor-
ganic soil amendments do not break down 
over time, nor do they cause chemical 
changes in the soil make-up. 

The product worked well enough that 
Bay Hill crews continue to use 10 percent 
Profile in their greens topdress mix after 
every aeration. "We incorporate it into all of 
our construction projects now, whether its 
tees, bunker faces, or new drainage ways," 
said Anderson. 

While the initial investment was signifi-
cant, Anderson believes it has paid off in 
the long run, by improving the root zone 
and the entire soil profile. "Analyzing both 
costs and benefits, it is our opinion that the 
product has paid for itself," he said.B 

Nicklaus Design and will assume all the 
current maintenance consulting contracts, 
but they also will market their services to 
other design firms and groups. 

"We will actively engage other architects 
and expand our consulting role with other 
clubs, while still servicing Nicklaus Design 
clients throughout the world," explained 
Etchells. "We also will continue to service 
the European PGA Tour and keep other 
corporate marketing relationships intact." 

Among those relationships to be contin-

ued is exclusive support of Nicklaus De-
signs partnership between Textron Golf, 
Turf & Specialty Products - a partnership 
which began in 1991 and will continue 
through at least 2005. 

For the past 20 years, Etchells has been 
president of Golfturf, a division of Nicklaus 
Designs. He has consulted for more than 
75 clubs worldwide. Joining Greens Man-
agement will be long-time agronomists 
David Mcintosh and Ed Hodnett. 

Greens Management specializes in de-

veloping and imple-
menting grassing 
plans, irrigation 
plans, golf course 
improvement pro-
grams and pest man-

The longer chains in BCMU® slow down the growth enough to avoid unwanted surges, reducing clippings and the need to mow more 

often than desired. This reduced maintenance requirement translates into labor and equipment savings for the turf manager. 

BCMU® provides quick greenup with enough longevity to carry the rich, deep green color up to 18 weeks, much longer than lower-end 

methylene ureas and coated technologies. Visual quality will remain when other fertilizers begin to fade. 

When you consider all the important features and benefits of a nitrogen source, no other competitor compares to BCMU® Its unique 

balance of short, intermediate and long methylene urea chains creates a product that is the best of all worlds and an outstanding value. 

Combine that with the efficiency of Meth-Ex® technology and you have a nitrogen source that stands alone. BCMU with Meth-Ex 

technology has a high nitrogen activity index, which means that more nutrients are available when the plant requires them while 

"banking" some for later use. 

BCMU™ is found only in UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers and have been tested 

and used with outstanding results for years. Find out why the best fertilization 

program should be an easy balancing act for the smart turf manager. 

BCMU® helps plant tissues come as close as possible to utilizing and storing the optimum level of nitrogen, maintaining adequate 

growth and proper root and shoot development which produces turf that is much better able to resist environmental stresses. 

The precise and steady release of BCMU® gives turf managers consistent results with any application rate or interval while building a 

solid nitrogen base. Its low salt index with almost non-existent burn potential make it the safe choice as well. 

agement programs. 
The company's ser-
vices include: plan-
ning and development; agronomy, construc-
tion and planting; maintenance and grow-in 
services; and golf course improvement. 

G O L F C O U R S E N E W S 

Balanced Chain 
Methylene Urea 

is a top fertilizer 
performer 

(the key is in the balance) 
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