
P O I N T 

THE NEWSPAPER FOR THE GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY 

Page Dr. Michael Hurdzan and Tom 
Fazio debate what impact golf 
cars have on course design and JÊ 
the game of golf. 

COUNTERPOINT 
A UNITED PUBLICATION 
VOLUME 14, NUMBER 8 
AUGUST 2002 • $7.00 

www.gol fcoursenews.com 

I N S I D E 
Fertigation demystified 

Fertigation use is on the rise as superintendents 
discover the agronomic and budgetary benefits 6 

Readjusting the numbers 
A joint poll by the NGF and the NGCOA shows fewer 
rounds played than previously thought 14 

RENOVATION COMMUNICATION 

In the latest installment of a series tracking the progress 
of the renovation project at Willoughby Golf Club in 
Stuart, Fla., superintendent Kevin Downing outlines the 
need to keep members informed about the progress of 
renovation work (members playing on a soon-to-be-closed 
green are pictured above). He also discusses the ins and 
outs of the bidding process. See page 12. 

C O U R S E M A I N T E N A N C E 
Burrowing owls thrive on Washington courses 6 
Seeded bermudagrasses improving in quality 6 
Tools of the Trade at Rusnic's Bear Brook GC 7 

ASGCA president Morrish outlines objectives .... 11 
Los Lagos fills public golf void in San Jose 11 
Rulewich renovating Trent Jones courses 11 

GPA survey points to increasing acquisitions 14 
I.R.I, acquires one of Intrawest's Raven clubs 14 
Rick Smith acquires Treetops from Meiling 15 

GCSAA, industry addressing show issues 16 
Jacklin Seed ready with new varieties 16 
John Deere closes Gator plant in Virginia 17 

P E R I O D I C A L 

New Bayer ES head: 
'Bar has been raised7 

B y A N D R E W O V E R B E C K 

MONTVALE, N J . — The field of major agrochemical 
players narrowed further in late May as the U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) approved Bayer AG's acquisi-
tion of Aventis CropScience from 
Aventis SA and minority owner 
Schering AG (GCN July 2002). 

The buyout marks the demise of 
another multinational player and 
the creation of Bayer Environmen-
tal Science. 

Josh Weeks, former vice presi-
dent of Aventis Environmenta l 
Sc ience ' s Chipco P ro fes s iona l 
Products group, will head the new professional products 
division of Bayer ES. 

DIVESTING FIPRONIL 
One of the first challenges facing Weeks will be the 

forced divestiture of two key product lines. As part of the 
approval, both the FTC and the European Commission 
are requiring Bayer ES to dispose of its fipronil and 
acetamiprid product lines. 

While acetamiprid is a neonicotinoid class of chemis-
try that is being developed primarily for the greenhouse 
industry, the fipronil divestiture will directly impact the 
golf market. As part of the deal, however, Bayer ES will 

Continued on page 18 

Josh Weeks 

Lahontan Golf Club pushing organic boundaries 
By D O U G S A U N D E R S 

TRUCKEE, Calif . — 
While other courses in the 
High Sierra are consider-
ing what synthetic materi-
als to use to jump-start 
s p r i n g turf g r o w t h , 
Lahontan Golf Club here 
is taking an organic ap-
proach. Each spring, head 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t Kevin 
Breen ' s crew diligently 
spreads 43 tons of chicken 
crumbles on the 130 acres 
of fairways to build up the 
soils before opening day. 

Six years of organic ef-
forts at Lahontan, an 18-
hole Tom Weiskopf-de-
signed course, have begun 

(Left to right) Mike Kosak, Martyn Hoffman and Kevin Breen 

to pay off. Each year Breen healthy stand of turf. 
has been able to cut back 
on his annual synthetic fer-
t i l iza t ion to su s t a in a 

The direction toward an 
organic maintenance pro-
gram was put into place 

when construction began 
under the watchful eye of 
Mike Kosak, the director 
of agronomy. This enclave 
of mountain homes and the 
only private golf club in 
the Lake Tahoe region has 
stressed a careful environ-
mental program to blend 
the development into the 
natural landscape with as 
little intrusion as possible. 

Kosak has str ived to 
util ize o rgan ic f a rming 
m e t h o d s to m a k e t h i s 
proper ty susta inable for 

Continued on page 10 

Management companies holding on 
By D E R E K R I C E 

SANTA MONICA, Calif , and 
CHARLESTON, S.C. —Two financially 
troubled golf course ownership and 
management companies - National 
Golf Properties (NGP) and Golf Trust 
of America (GTA) - received reprieves 
of sorts in July from their creditors. 

NGP, which has continued to push 
toward a merger with its largest ten-

ant, American Golf Corp., despite pres-
sure from shareholders, has reached 
an agreement with its lender, Bank 
One N.A., to extend the forbearance 
period on NGP's $300 million credit 
line until March 31, 2003. As collat-
eral, NGP granted mor tgages and 
deeds of trust on its properties. The 
company has been in technical default 

Continued on page 15 

Quarry Hills sets 
new opening date 
By D E R E K R I C E 

QUINCY, Mass. — Reports of the death of the 
Quarry Hills Golf Course outside of Boston are 
greatly exaggerated, according to one of the 
project's developers, Chick Geilich. 

"It's interesting how the stories get totally 
twisted," Geilich said. "We extended our contract 
with the Big Dig to accept 50 percent more dirt 
t han our 
original con-
tract and as a 
r e s u l t of 
b r i n g i n g in 
t h i s e x t r a 
dirt, we are a 
year beh ind 
our original 
projected fin-
ishing date." 

In r e c e n t 
m o n t h s , pub- With nine holes completed, Quarry Hilh 
1 i s h e d r e - ¡s i00king toward an early2003 opening. 
p o r t s have 
suggested that the development had stalled be-
cause of run-ins with city officials and a lack of 
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