
Garl goes with paspalum at Crown Colony 
By D E R E K R I C E 

FT. MYERS, Fla. — While 
Crown Colony Golf & Country 
Club is a "fine golf course and a 
great community," according to 
architect Ron Garl, its grass is a 
major attraction as well. 

The Garl-designed course, 
which opened in late February, 
uses the certified hybrid paspalum 
developed by the University of 
Georgia. The grass is attractive, 

Garl said, because it can survive 
on salt water and brackish water. 

"This is the first major break-
through in warm-season grass 
in 30 or 40 years," Garl said. 
"There are a lot of places in the 
world that have brackish water 
and this grass is going to help." 

Even after the course opened, 
crews continued to pump brack-
ish water onto the grass. 

"We're pumping mostly efflu-

ent water on it, wastewater, but 
it runs 2,400 parts per 
million of salt, and it's doing very 
well," Garl said. "It won't take 
constant salt water, but it will 
take brackish water and it will 
take salt water if you flush it 
once the salts builds up in the 
root zone and the soil." 

Garl said his firm is looking at 
two or three more places, in 
Florida and the Caribbean, 

Former Air 
Force course 
to reopen 

ARLINGTON, Texas — The 
former Carswell Golf Club in 
Westworth Village, west of Fort 
Worth, has undergone extensive 
renovation of its golf course and 

practice fa-
cilities since 
the West-
worth Rede-
velopment 
Author i ty 
acquired the 
p r o p e r t y 

from the U.S. Air Force. 
Now known as Hawks Creek 

Golf Club, the course will be 
ready for play this summer. Ar-
chitect John C. Colligan said the 
new design "will offer resort 
course features at fees the pub-
lic player can afford." 

Colligan said he approached 
the project with the idea that 
golf course architects have a re-
sponsibility to the golfing public 
and course owners to be pru-
dent in the design process in an 
effort to keep green fees reason-
able without sacrificing the look 
and feel of the course. 

Colligan said anyone who 
played the old Carswell course 
will be surprised by Hawks Creek. 
His design retained many of the 
unique features of the original 
course while incorporating many 
new concepts, including a double 
green formed by the second and 
fourth holes, a large beach bun-
ker on the 14th, and an alternate 
route fairway on the 16th. 

The overall course has been 
lengthened to 6,800 yards from 
championship tees and will play 
to 5,200 yards from the forward 
set of tees. 

Other course improvements 
include larger tees, 419 
Bermudagrass fairways, 6,500-
square-foot average bentgrass 
greens, a new 1,250-head irriga-
tion system and strategically 
placed sand and grass bunkers. 

Moving forward, the course 
has plans to complete a tourna-
ment pavilion, remodel the club-
house and complete a golf car 
storage facility prior to its re-
opening.• 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

Here's just a few of the seed titles you've come to know and love. 
SIGNATURE MARVELGREEN RYEGRASS BLEND is a well-known blend containing top-rated varieties such as Palmer III and 
Prelude III. It's extremely wear tolerant and is well-suited for any application in any region, including overseeding in the South. 

SIGNATURE CLOSE CUT BLUEGRASS BLEND contains three of the best Kentucky bluegrass varieties including Princeton 
105, Apollo and Rambo to provide top performance under close mowing conditions. 

SIGNATURE TRINITY PERENNIAL RYEGRASS BLEND is a three-way blend of the finest perennial ryegrasses available, 
including the highly-rated Palmer III, making this blend an excellent choice for tees, fairways and sports turf. 

SIGNATURE DIVISION I SPORTS TURF MIX is a quick-establishing turf mixture containing three top perennial ryegrasses 
plus one top-notch Kentucky bluegrass variety for improved wear tolerance. 

SIGNATURE STADIUM MIX contains three excellent tall fescue varieites including Scorpion, Shenandoah II and Gazelle as 
well as Dragon Kentucky bluegrass to produce good sod forming qualities with outstanding drought and heat tolerance. 

gfifoC Pure seed tag Only United Horticultural Supply offers the Signature Pure Seed Tag ™ 
assurance of quality. This tag means every seed lot has undergone testing 

and found completely free of noxious weeds and unwanted grasses 

For more information, contact your local UHS representative f " FÎ . L, I 

www.uhsonline.com • n j I „ U l U W i C I - Wi W Horticultural Supply. 

w h e r e 
paspalum 
would be 
beneficial. 

"If you 
think about 
all the 
places in the 
world that Ron Garl 
are close to 
the ocean that would like to have 
a golf course but don't have a 
constant source of fresh water, 
this is going to be a major break-

through," Garl said. "Our golf 
course is one big laboratory right 
now. As time goes on, we'll know 
more. We're very pleased at this 
stage with how this is handling 
the water." 

The environmental impact of 
using the hybrid paspalum was 
another factor that contributed 
to the decision to use it at Crown 
Colony, Garl said. 

"We think it's very important to 
be good stewards of the land. We 
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play at other facilities, but 
Luikens said the course owner 
has a unique way to deal with 
that problem. 

"The golf pro actually secured 
daily tee times at other facilities. 
His membership basically has a 
lottery system. His members call 
in and there's, say, 30 or 40 tee 

ids to renovation 
times and the club is picking up 
the cost of the green fees," he 
said. "When you think about it, 
the member is still being charged 
his monthly dues, and he doesn't 
have a golf course to play on. I 
admire the golf course stepping 
up and doing that for the mem-
bership. It's a way to appease the 
membership because they don't 

have a course to play on." 
THE DRIVE TO RENOVATE 

Money, Luikens said, is one 
driving factor behind most reno-
vation projects. Rather than try-
ing to build a new course, own-
ers are looking at ways to breathe 
new life into existing facilities. 

"It's a little tough to borrow 
money right now to build a 
golf course. If you've got an estab-
lished club, owners can go out 

and borrow the money 
because they're just 
improving their own 
property, but they're 
not betting on the fact 
that they're going to 
sell lots or they're go-
ing to attract a new 
membership or a new 
set of golfers," Luikens 
said. "They have al-
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Another driver is the need to 
update courses that were built 
many years ago and bring them 
up to a level where they are com-
petitive with the newer courses 
that are being built. 

" [In the Houston area] we had 
a lot of golf courses that were 
built in the 70s that are, I hate to 
use the word 'worn out,' but they 
are," Luikens said. "They're 25 
years old, and they don't meet 
the expectations of today's golf-
ers. With all the new properties 
that have opened up that do meet 
the golfers' expectations, the 
other guys have got to keep up, 
so they've got to put money into 
their projects. 

"Technology just in construc-
tion methods has changed so 
much in the last 25 years that just 
to keep up, the new kid on the 
block is better, whether he really 
is or not, just because he's got 
updated technology in his con-
struction," he added.• 
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want to be good neighbors and 
we want to be environmentally 
sensitive," he said. "Using this 
new grass is just another step in 
that direction. We want to build 
golf courses that lie softly on the 
land." 

Garl also had nothing but praise 
for the project's contractor, High-
land Golf. 

The Ron Garl-designed Crown Colony • 
Golf & Country Club uses hybrid 
paspalum. 

"You can't build a great golf 
course without a great contrac-
tor," he said. "Often the contrac-
tors don't get enough credit. 
The architects get too much. 
These really fine golf courses 
come from a combination of 
good owners, great sites and con-
tractors that have the ability 
to pull it all together with the 
architect." • 
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